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Octoberr  2009 

PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE 

Volume 5 Issue 10-09 

Next Meeting 

Thanks to Capt. John Meskauskas for a pleasant and informative trip along the east coast accompanied by some 

lovely photographs. And, we learned more about tarpon fishing techniques. 

 

Capt. John donated a trip for the club to raffle off. And the winner was Denis Baker a new member. 

Congratulations Denis. Youôll have a great time and catch a lot of big fish. 

 

This monthôs presenter is a friend from the Tampa Bay Club, Capt. Bryon Chamberlin. Iôve had the pleasure of 

fishing with Capt. Bryon a couple of times and he always knows where the fish are. He has also donated a trip to 

MCFF. So enjoy his program and be sure to buy some chances for a free trip with Capt. Bryon. 

 

 Members seemed to enjoy the meeting that was devoted exclusively to tying. The club has fly tying tools and 

materials that can be used for tying sessions once or twice a month. We can set them up for nights or Saturdays 

if there is sufficient interest. Just let me know by email and weôll get it going. 

 

The weather should be tempering as the fall weather conditions prevail. Capt. Rickôs forecast tells of schools of 

reds lurking up on the flats ready for  a well placed fly to fool them. I should be so lucky. Iôve actually caught 

many more bone fish than red fish. Maybe this falléééé  

 

Members who have braved the cool weather up north will be returning over the next couple of months with sto-

ries of raging sun dappled streams teeming with large voracious trout rising to their every cast. I donôt know 

about you but Iôve only heard about cold rainy weather and spotty fishing.  Iôm glad I stayed here where the fish 

are jumping and the living is easy (and the cotton is high ?). I just made that up. 

 

Weôve also had a few hardy and fortunate folks  who trekked all the way to Alaska, the so called Mecca of fly 

fishing. We can expect some great stories and pictures of BIG trout, varieties of salmon and some large furry 

bears. Iôve already heard from Bob Susa and you know that Preston and Will can be expected to hold forth for 

hours on end. Itôll be fun to listen and read about their adventures.  

 

BP 

Tuesday, September 22 at Twin Lakes Park at 7:00 PM. 

Come early for casting and tying instruction. 

  Web site: mangrovecoastflyfishers.com 
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Capt. Bryon recently went on a fishing trip with friends and fellow guides, Capt. 

Frank Rhodes and Capt. Pat Damico, to fish extreme southern Mexico for permit, 

bonefish, and tarpon. The area they fished is located on Chetumal Bay near the small 

town of Xcalak. At our next meeting, Capt. Bryon will share his experience of this 

little known but very exciting fishery. 

 

Capt. Bryon Chamberlinôs Bio  

Capt. Bryon Chamberlin was introduced to the fishing world at the ripe old age of two 

by his father, whose military career and various tours of duty gave Bryon the opportu-

nity to fish in many parts of the United States and in West Germany. The fishing bug 

struck home during Bryon's middle and high school years while living in Fort Walton 

Beach in Florida's panhandle. The school week couldn't go by fast enough for Bryon 

to join his father on their next weekend fishing adventure.  

 

After high school, Bryon and his parents moved to Tampa, Florida. Bryon attended 

college at the University of South Florida and also received his on the water education 

in Tampa Bay at the same time. There were many occasions where he spent more time 

in nature's classroom than in the air-conditioned classrooms at the university. But 

Bryon eventually graduated college with a B.A. in Zoology and a B.S. in Interdisciplinary Natural Science & Chemis-

try.  

 

After college, Bryon landed a job conducting habitat restoration in Tampa Bay. After two years, and with a little help-

ful encouragement from his wife, he decided to follow his dream of being a fulltime fly fishing guide. Captain Bryon 

prides himself on being a patient, hard-working and enthusiastic guide, and enjoys introducing clients to a thriving 

Capt. Bryon Chamberlin will speak on Fly Fishing in Xcalak, Mexico. 

 

Captain Bryon's Donated  

Trip for the September and October raffle: One full day of guided fly fishing for one or two anglers on the flats of 

Tampa Bay. Flies and tackle will be supplied, but you are welcome to bring your own gear. A cooler with ice and drink-

ing water will also be supplied. Please bring your own snack/lunch and your favorite beverage. Launching location will 

be determined at a later date. Trip to be taken by Feb 28th, 2010. Please call or email to schedule. Cell: (813) 361-8801 

Win a trip with Capt. Byron  

Tickets are $5 each-6 for $20. Drawing at Oct. meeting 
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An Introduction to Fly Fishing  

     Some call fly fishing an art form and depict it as an elitistôs sport.  This is a skewed concept and principally 
held by non-anglers.  When as a youngster following ancient men along the streams of New England, every-
one fished with a fly.  We were farmers with a small town mentality, but we took our fishing seriously.  The 
winter past-time was fly tying and long discussions about hatches, flies and big fish in impossible places.  To-
dayôs saltwater fly fisher has his own ñold menò and spends his off hours telling tales of great trips, tarpon and 
wily snook.  A day on a flat casting to ñflagsò is the meat of conversations over margaritas in a water side 
pub.  So todayôs saltwater angler has much in common with his ancestors and the passion of the sport has 
lost nothing with the passage of time. 
     I can only tell you why I fish with a fly, not why you should.  Many enjoyable days were spent perfecting my 
casting.  It took passion and energy.  Each time I pick up the rod I feel the excitement again .  It is also impor-
tant to me to share the advantage with the fish.  It is truly humbling.  Fish are not rocket scientists and have no 
reasoning power, but they continue  to fool the most accomplished anglers.  For what itôs worth, I feel I have 
met my match when I hook up on a wary fish.  Lastly, I can feel the raw power and determination of the fish.  It 
gives me a glimpse of natures power and determination.  I hope it is reflected in me. 
     Fly fishing is easy.  That statement makes students believe I am fooling with them.  They are sure I am ly-
ing.  Well, Iôm not lying. The reason fly fishing is easy is because it is a natural motion we use every day in our 
activities.  The cast is best described as a transfer of momentum.  The momentum imparted by your arm is 
transferred to the rod.  From high school physics, we know a rod is a lever, a simple machine.  The length of 
the lever multiplies the power received from our arms and the rod tosses the line carrying the line with 
it.  Okay, you say, where is the tricky part?  The tricky part is keeping control of the lever (rod).  Once you de-
velop a little control you work on timing.  Timing is just moving the rod at the right moment.  This is where your 
instructor can help you the most.  Your belief in these words will aid you immeasurably as you learn to cast 
well. 

     A life dedicated to fly fishing brings memories and friends you could never have found in the world of non-
anglers.  You can fly fish until your dying days and enjoy it.  It will imbue you with a sense of pride and accom-
plishment outside your given vocation.  And you will be seen as a person of quality, a good steward of the en-
vironment and an artist.  Never let go of the experience you find on the water.  It will give you great comfort in 
the autumn of your life. 

Fish Hard, 
Peter T. Greenan 
A Flyfisher 
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Capt. Rick Grassettôs Fly Fishing Forecast for October 2009 
  

            October is a month of transition as many species of fish will be on the move this month. Snook will be moving from 

the surf into bays as days get shorter and the water cools slightly. King mackerel, Spanish mackerel and cobia will be migrat-

ing south through our area as they follow baitfish schools also moving south. Tarpon may also get in on the action as they 

have one more feeding frenzy before heading offshore. Reds should still be schooling early in the month and reds and trout 

will spend more time feeding on shallow grass flats later in the month. 

            Tarpon may still be available during October. Migratory fish may feed heavily as they prepare for their journey 

away from here. Last October there was a huge feeding frenzy off Siesta Key for a couple of days as tarpon gorged them-

selves on glass minnow schools. You may also find them in the upper reaches of Charlotte Harbor where they will feed in 

ladyfish schools. Look for birds and surface activity to find them. Juvenile tarpon will still be around this month, particu-

larly in Peace River canals in Port Charlotte and Punta Gorda. Look for them rolling on the surface in deep canals and turn-

ing basins. You should also find them around bridges at first light in the morning. When targeting juvenile tarpon in canals, I 

use fast sinking fly lines and Tarpon Bunnies or Enrico Puglisi flies. This will get you fly down in the water column fast and 

the flies have a lot of action when stripped slowly. 

            Snook will be moving from the surf into bays this month as days get shorter and the water temperature cools. As long 

as the water temperature is above 75 degrees there will be some snook still in the surf. It is a gradual transition, with a few 

snook moving with each cold front. One of the prime areas to catch them in October will be around lighted docks and 

bridges, where they will feed on small baits. I do best when fishing docks and bridges with small white flies, like my Gras-

settôs Snook Minnow. I like the area in the ICW from south Sarasota to Venice for snook at night. This is also a good month 

for top water action. I like to cast fly poppers or Gurglers around sand bars and potholes for snook in October. North Sara-

sota Bay has some great areas for fall snook fishing. 

            Reds will still be schooling early in the month. Look for wakes or patches of nervous (or slick) water to find them. If 

there is a ripple on the water, a school of reds may look like a slick spot or vice versa. Later in the month, reds will break out 

of their schools and scatter on the flats. I actually prefer this type of fishing as opposed to large schools, since you may have 

more opportunities to catch them. Finding a big school of reds is exciting, but you may only get one or two shots at them 

before they disappear. If you spook one of them, you may spook them all. Later in the month focus on potholes and sandbars 

to find reds. When the tide is high, they should be higher on the flats or along mangrove shorelines. As the tide falls, look for 

them in potholes and sand bar edges. I like to cover water with weighted flies, such as Clousers or my Grassettôs Flats Min-

now. 

            Trout will also be more active in October as the water cools. ñGatorò trout may be found in shallow water early and 

late in the day. After that, the best trout action will be on deep grass flats. Look for flats that have a good tidal flow and a 

mix of grass and sand. I like to drift and cast ahead of my drift with a weighted fly on a sink tip fly line. I make a series of 

drifts across a flat to locate them and then shorten my drift. North Sarasota Bay, lower Tampa Bay and Gasparilla Sound are 

among my favorite areas for reds and trout. You should also find bluefish, Spanish mackerel or pompano in the same ar-

eas. Pompano may ñskipò on the surface giving their presence away. Whenever this happens, I will circle around and drift 

back across the area casting a fly ahead of my drift. You may need to add heavy fluorocarbon or wire when blues and Span-

ish mackerel are plentiful. 

            You might find Spanish and king mackerel, cobia, blues and little tunny in the coastal gulf. Look for diving birds 

or surface activity to find them and cast around the edges of schools with Ultra Hair Clouser flies fished on intermediate or 

intermediate sink tip fly lines. You might also get them to strike Crease flies or Bubblehead Poppers fished on floating lines. 

Be careful that you donôt spook fish by getting too close with your boat. The best technique is to watch which direction the 

birds are moving and set up ahead of them. If you drive your boat through a school of breaking fish it will put them down 

and ends the action. In the absence of surface activity, you might try drifting over one of the many artificial reefs in the area. 

Fishing artificial reefs is another application for fast sinking fly lines. Use a short leader and a heavy Ultra Hair Clouser fl y 

to get down in the water column. Fish may be holding over structure deep in the water column. 

(continued next page) 
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October is one of my favorite months, particularly towards the end of the month. Many species of fish will be on the move. 

I like to fish the coastal gulf when conditions are good or target reds, trout and snook on flats. You might consider fishing 

the Mangrove Coast Fly Fishers/Coastal Conservation Association ñFall Fly Fishing Challengeò on Oct. 31st. It is a fun, 

low-stress fly fishing tournament with divisions for pros and amateurs. Anglers will fish with flies only for multiple spe-

cies in a catch-photo-release format. Contact me for more information. Whatever you choose to do, remember to always 

limit your kill, donôt kill your limit! 

  

Tight Lines, 

Capt. Rick Grassett 

Snook Fin-Addict Guide Service, Inc. 

FFF Certified Fly Casting Instructor 

(941) 923-7799 

E-mail snookfin@aol.com 

www.flyfishingflorida.net and www.snookfin-addict.com 

Capt. Rick Grassettôs Fly Fishing Forecast, continued 

Look for little tunny in the coastal gulf during Oc-
tober. This one ate an Ultra Hair Clouser fly fished 
on a sink tip line off Siesta Key.  
  

October should be a good month for reds. Roger 
Williams caught this one on a fly while wading a 
Sarasota Bay flat with Capt. Rick Grassett.   

mailto:snookfin@aol.com
http://www.flyfishingflorida.net/
http://www.snookfin-addict.com/
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Fly Of The Month 

Furry Foam Crab 

Crab flies are typically used exclusively for sight fishing.  This is similar to the Turnoff Island Crab of which Iôve seen dozens of 

variations.  Mine is different in that it stands up in the back (hook side) in a defensive posture a crab takes when being attacked.  It 

also uses mono eyes as a weed guard.  This fly will work equally well for reds and bones.  With cooler water and shallower tides 

coming soon, tye a few of these for your fly box. 

      Crab flies are best suited for shallow water sight fishing as Iôve said.  Once cast into position, you really donôt move it much, 

perhaps a short twitch or two.  Although Iôve had one occasion where I knocked off the leads eyes to float it, this fly needs to be dead 

on the bottom. 

     Donôt attempt to tye this fly without a bit of prep work.  First, the foam needs to be pre-cut into squares.  The size of those squares 

needs to have an equivalent length to the length of the thread wraps.  Confused?  See the photo.  Second, burn a bunch of mono eye 

stalks.  One-off mono eyes are a pain, and usually donôt match.  Use a stiff mono (Mason, Ande) in 10#-16#.  Any higher and they 

become fish-guards.  Color the eyeballs with a permanent black marker or dip them in black lacquer paint. 

Materials:  

HOOK: Mustad 34007 (or equivalent) size #2 or #4 

THREAD: black or olive Flymaster + 

EYES: XS lead eyes, mono stalk eyes 

BODY: olive furry foam, olive-grizzly silicone legs, black dry fly saddle feather 

TAIL:  2 olive-grizzly neck pins (rooster or hen), dark calf tail (short and curly), olive Krystal Flash 

MISC: Hackle pliers, Daveôs Fleximent 

 

1) Start with the hook in the vice point down.  Tye the lead eyes in on top as close to the hook eye as you can.  Glue. 

2) Thread back just past where the hook begins to bend up.  Tye in some calf tail right on that bend.  On either side, tye in a 
single neck feather splayed outward, with just two to three stands of Krystal Flash.  Glue.   See photo. 

3) Now flip the hook in the vice.  Tye in the base of the black saddle hackle.  I tye a corner of the foam square right on top of 
that.  Glue.  I stick the foam square up on the hook to keep it out of the way.  Tye in three legs acrossing the hook leaving 
the thread in front of the lead.  Palmer the feather down the hook shank and between the legs.  Keep the palmered 

feather much fuller in the back.  Tye it down just behind the lead eyes and trim the excess.  Glue.  See photo. 

        4) Un-stick the foam square from the hook point and tye the corner down in front of the lead eyes.   Trim and tye in the mono         

 eyes so the ends are just over the hook point.  Glue one final time.  Doneé See Photo 

1 2 3 

4 Finishedðfish it ! 


