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May 2010 Volume  Issue 5-10 

Next Meeting 

Tuesday, April 27, at Twin Lakes Park at 7:00 PM. 

  Web site: mangrovecoastflyfishers.com 

 

 

 

Steve Gibson of Southern Drawl Kayak Fishing will talk about outdoor photogra-

phy at the April 27 meeting of the Mangrove Coast Fly Fishers. Steve, who has 

had thousands of photographs published in magazines and other publications, will 

talk about how to take better photos when out on the water. The emphasis will be 

on tips and techniques rather than the technical aspects of photography. The ses-

sion is designed for beginners who want to get the most out of their camera. 

Steve‟s PowerPoint presentation will include a variety of fishing and outdoors-

related images, like the great shots below. 
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Capt. Rick De Paiva is originally from Brazil, since May 

1999 a Saltwater Fly Fishing Guide in the a water sight cast-

ing with Fly and Artificials. Professional and patient service 

along with self tied flies.  

Capt Rick is donating a 3/4 day out on the Maverick HPX-T 

Skiff, catch n release, max 2 Anglers, mutually agreeable 

dates, trip must be taken within one year. 

Win a trip with Capt. Rick De Paiva 
Raffle tickets are $5 and 6 for $20.  

Drawing will be at the May meeting 

Sanibel, Captiva and Fort Myers, Florida Fishing Charters 

Flynutt Charters caters to the light tackle enthusiast and fly fisherman. Whether you are 

after redfish, snook, tarpon, speckled trout, tripletail, or 

jacks, Flynutt Charters can help. Capt. Rick is proud to be a 

catch-and-release guide service. Artificial lures by D.O.A. 

and quality tied flies are used. The D.O.A. TerrorEyz and 

D.O.A. Shrimp are favorites for the many saltwater species 

we catch. Snook, redfish, speckled trout are all available 

year round. The height of tarpon season is May and June. 

These fish are always eager for a well-presented fly. Fly fishing for these brutes is a life-

time dream and challenge of the avid fly fisherman. 

Flynutt Charters fishes the waters of Sanibel, Captiva, and Ft. Myers. Around Sanibel 

and Captiva lie miles of lush green grass flats, surrounded by sandy pot holes. Extensive 

mangrove shorelines surround the islands. Ft. Myers offers river and creek fishing op-

portunities. The Gulf of Mexico ouside the islands of Sanibel and Captiva presents some 

of the best tarpon fishing in May anda June. Night trips with flies or artificials is an awe-

some experience. Here you can sight-cast to large snook and sometimes tarpon beneath 

lit docks! 

My priorities are your safety and arranging a day of fishing to your expectations. Flynutt 

Charters supports the Coastal Conservation Association and the Federation of Fly Fish-

erman. Please e-mail or call with any additional questions or fly suggestions. 



 3 

Capt. Rick Grassett’s Fly Fishing Forecast for May 2010 

 
  

            Tarpon will come on strong this month as their yearly migration begins. There may also still be some 

other migratory species around, such as Spanish mackerel and cobia. As fishing pressure shifts towards tarpon, 

anglers fishing bay waters should have fast action with trout, reds, pompano and more. Snook will move to 

passes and will also be found in the surf this month. 

            Tarpon should be plentiful by the middle of the month as we head towards a full moon on May 27th. 

They will school along our beaches after they arrive from offshore and may be heading either north or south 

depending on their destination. Observe the route they are traveling and set up ahead of them. Tarpon schools 

will often follow the same route from day to day, so once you figure that out you may get multiple shots at 

fish. Fly anglers should do well with intermediate fly lines in deeper water and floating or intermediate sink tip 

lines in shallow water. A variety of colors and styles of tarpon flies may work depending on conditions. Your 

fly should move straight away or quartering away from tarpon if possible. A perpendicular shot may also work 

but timing is critical to have the fly and the fish intersect at the right spot. A good presentation is critical! 

            There are a few basics that will help you be successful at tarpon fishing. Set up ahead of tarpon schools 

and take your shots at them as they pass. Depending on their demeanor you might want to take another shot at 

them by running several hundred yards out and around the school and set up again. Avoid running an outboard 

within several hundred yards of them. Also, use electric trolling motors sparingly especially in shallow water. 

Patience is a virtue when tarpon fishing! 

            Reds should be more active in May due to warmer water and plentiful bait. Look for them along man-

grove shorelines and around oyster bars when the tide is high or in potholes and edges of sand bars when the 

water is low. Fly anglers may be successful blind casting weighted flies to edges of potholes and sand or oyster 

bars. Of course, sight casting is both challenging and rewarding. Try to find reds on light colored bottom such 

as sand bars and potholes for the best sight fishing opportunities. North Sarasota Bay, lower Tampa Bay and 

Gasparilla Sound have some great shallow grass flats for reds. 

                Snook season remains closed this month. They had a rough winter this year with the freeze we had 

in January, so handle them gently and use tackle heavy enough to land them quickly. They should move to-

wards passes this month preparing for their annual spawn. You‟ll also find them in the surf where you can 

sight fish for them. Walk along the beach with a 7 or 8-weight fly rod and a variety of baitfish fly patterns and 

you should have lots of opportunities. I prefer a clear intermediate sink tip fly line, which will get your fly be-

low any wave action. A stripping basket will keep your fly line cleaner and reduce the amount of false casts 

required to make a presentation. A pair of polarized sunglasses is a must along with a hat with a dark underside 

bill. Your best visibility will usually be from mid morning until about noon. 

            Fishing at night around lighted docks and bridge fenders should also be a good option. Small and me-

dium sized white flies on an intermediate sink tip fly line will work well. Fish peak tidal flows for the best ac-

tion. The ICW near Venice is a great area for snook at night. The ICW narrows and the funneling effect causes 

the tide to speed up creating an ideal situation for snook to feed.          

            Trout should be plentiful on deep grass flats this month. Drift and cast ahead of your drift with Ultra 

Hair Clouser and Grassett Deep Flats Bunny flies to locate them. You might also find Spanish mackerel and 

blues in the same areas. I also do well on pompano with Ultra Hair Clouser flies fished on intermediate sink 

tip fly lines. You‟ll need to use wire or heavy fluorocarbon when toothy fish are around. Birds or baitfish being 

forced out of the water are good indications that Spanish mackerel and bluefish may be present. Sarasota Bay 

has some great deep grass flats-Middlegrounds, Stephens Point, Bishops Point and the Whale Key bar. Big 

trout may also be found in skinny water along with reds where they might eat fly poppers or Gurglers. The best 

time for big trout in skinny water is usually when light conditions are low such as dawn, dusk or when it is 

overcast. 

               
Continued next page 
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       You might find Spanish mackerel along with king mackerel, blues, cobia and tripletail in the 

coastal gulf this month. Look for breaking fish, diving birds (especially terns) or bait being forced out of the 

water to find mackerel and blues. You‟ll need a 9 or 10-weight fly rod for cobia. Tripletail could be targeted 

with 8 or 9-weight fly tackle. Look for them on crab trap floats or around buoys and cast fly patterns that 

sink slowly or suspend to them. 

            There are lots of options this month. Tarpon will be in the limelight and many anglers will have 

“tarpon fever”. If pulling on a 100-pound fish isn‟t for you, there are plenty of other options in both bays 

and the coastal gulf. Whatever you choose to do, remember to always limit your kill, don’t kill your 

limit! 

  

Tight Lines, 

Capt. Rick Grassett 

Snook Fin-Addict Guide Service, Inc. 

FFF Certified Fly Casting Instructor 

(941) 923-7799 

E-mail snookfin@aol.com 

www.flyfishingflorida.net and www.snookfin-addict.com 

  

Tarpon, like this one that Capt. Rick 
Grassett caught in the coastal gulf off 
Sarasota, should come on strong this 
month. Capt. Bryon Chamberlin photo. 
  

You might find snook in the surf or 
around lighted docks this month. 
Rusty Chinnis waded a sand bar 
to catch this one. Capt. Rick Gras-
sett photo.  

mailto:snookfin@aol.com
http://www.flyfishingflorida.net/
http://www.snookfin-addict.com
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HUNTING FOR SOME BLACK DRUM 
Me and a few guy from the shop headed out in search of some big black drum. We spent the morning 

look for them, but had no luck so we went in search of something to catch. We just wanted to get a bend in the 

rod. So we ran out to the beach looking for birds diving, but we still came up empty handed. We were about 

call it a day when we spotted a big orange spot of nervous water we finally found what we were looking for. 

After a few drifts by the school Brad Lowman (B-Rad) hooked up and landed a nice 32 pounder. About 15 

minuets after brad landed his fish I hooked up. I set the hook and buried my pink panther fly into its mouth. I 

made sure I had a good hook set. About an hour later I landed my biggest fish on fly to date a 32.5 pound black 

drum on an 8wt. I used what little energy I had left to hold it up and get a quick pic before setting it lose. This 

was the most insane day of fishing I have ever had. Even Alex Russell (Amateur Alex) was able to catch a nice 

pompano out of a massive school of drum. We defiantly had an amazing day out in the beautiful Florida sun-

shine. 

 

Ryan  

2 of 20 snook caught 

by Dick Phinney 

while“night snookin” 

with Capt. Al White 

fishing with a modi-

fied version of a grass 

minnow 

 More member success stories. Send yours in for all to see. 

Bob Sousa has had some suc-

cess fishing near the De Soto 

monument  on the Manatee 

River and the west side of 

Sarasota Bay. The chartreuse 

and white Clouser did the 

I think Pres. Evan Jones caught 

this off his back deck. 

http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=31148592&id=1392146009
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=31148592&id=1392146009
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=31148592&id=1392146009
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=31148592&id=1392146009
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Short Casts 

MCFF Merchandise  
Hats, long and short sleeve tee shirts with the embroidered logo are available for purchase 

at the meetings. Hats and short sleeve tees are only $15 and long sleeve tees are $20.  

              ARKANSAS SOW BUG ROUNDUP 

 

 

 I recently had the opportunity to attend the SOW BUG ROUND-UP in Mountain Home, Arkansas. It was 

a wonderful fly tying event attended by approximately70 internationally known tyers. It was a tremendous 

learning experience just watching these tyers and studying their different methods and equipment. 

 During our visit in Arkansas we stayed at Gaston‟s Resort on the White River. This is a facility with ex-

cellent accommodations on the river and only about 20 minutes from the Round-Up location. 

 The river in front of Gaston‟s offers about a mile of excellent wade friendly water. 

The first afternoon of our arrival I caught 12 Rainbows and 1 Brown. The 2nd and 3rd  days I caught about 

12 to 15 Rainbows a day. The last day a front moved in, rain, cold wind, 30 degrees. I looked out on the 

river from the warmth of our cabin and watched it snow about 9am, by 3pm it was only drizzling rain and 

warmed up to 39 degrees. A that point this florida boy decided to tough it out and dawned my thermal un-

derwear, clothes and waders. I hit the water about 3pm, the river had an eerie beauty to it. There were only 

2 other anglers on the river above me.  

  Having the best trout day of my life. I caught 21 Rainbows, 3 Browns with one of the Browns weighing 

about 5 lbs. all on 5wt gear and was back at the cabin grilling steaks by 6:15pm. I waded downstream ap-

proximately 70 ft during this process. Fly of choice, a #12 beadhead crystal bugger. 

   Another great day to be alive ! 

   I definitely recommend that you mark your calendars for March of next year and plan to attend the Sow 

Bug Round-Up and spend some time on the White River. 

 

Get on the water --- 

                 Bend a Rod !!!! 

Capt. John Hand 
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Fly Of The Month 

Random Thoughts on using Rabbit fur for Tarpon flies 
 

     After my Enrico fiber primer last month, I thought I would follow up with some observation on the use of rabbit fur for 

Tarpon flies.  Rabbit fur is about as easy to work with as any other material.  Tarpon flies tyed from it are quick and impos-

sible to screw up.   Rabbit sinks well, comes in a myriad of colors, and adds a great deal of movement without ever striping 

the fly. 

     A traditional rabbit tarpon fly consists of a zonker strip tail, and a cross-cut strip palmered around the hook for the body.  

Zonker strips are cut along the length of the body; cross-cut strips are cut across the body.  There are two width grades of 

zonker strips, most are a 1/8” wide, and magnum strips are ¼” wide.   I would recommend the wider strips for the tail.   

Cross-cut strips are typically cut 1/8” wide, which work well for palmering.  Watch how thick the leather is on cross-cuts.  

If it gets thick, it can be difficult to palmer.  The thickness of the leather on zonker strips is unimportant, thicker is fine. 

     The color of the fly is a matter of what time of day it is, and personal choice (oh, and what the tarpon feels like eating in 

the morning).  There are rabbit strips in many different color choices, including a bar dying process, and a triple dying proc-

ess, to further increase the (confusion) number of choices.   Given a choice, you can‟t go wrong buying black/purple, and 

black/red, or purple/purple, especially for early in the morning.  Bar dyed strips give the illusion of movement much like 

grizzly feathers do, always a good thing. 

     Hook choice for tarpon flies is always debatable.  I use Gamakatsu SC-15 2H in size 3/0.  The shank of this hook is 

slightly longer than most of the other hook brands and types.  It suits my tying.  It‟s 2X strong, small barbed, and damn 

sharp.  I like Owner Flyliners as well, but they‟re quite pricey. 

     Thread choice is simple: Flymaster + 3/0 to build the fly, Flymaster gold 6/0 to build the head (eye).  Flymaster + has the 

strength to really wrap down the rabbit hide to the hook.  Unfortunately, building up the head of the fly with such large 

thread makes it difficult to get a smooth looking head.  I drop back to the thinner 6/0 after the fly is tyed to build the head. 

     A mono loop must be tyed at the back of the hook to prevent the tail from fouling around the hook.  It must be a stiff 

mono with a break strength of 20#-40#.  Mason is perfect for this.  Use a pair of pliers to mash the ends of the mono flat for 

better strength at the tye in point.  Form a loop extending  ½” behind the hook right on top.  Tye the tail in right on top of 

the mono loop.  Glue that stage down to the hook with Crazy Glue (brushable) so it won‟t twist around the hook. 

     The next step is to tye in the collar.  This will be cross-cut hair.  Make sure the hair is pointing toward the back of the 

hook.  Attach it right in on top of the tails‟ tye in point.  Gluing the thread with Fleximent before wrapping the hook will 

also add to the fly‟s strength.  Palmering the hair over the hook and away from you, make three to four wrap around the 

hook.  Wrap the thread over the collar tightly.  Trim the excess rabbit strip and give the collar a few more tight wraps.  

Whip finish the thread and glue the head with Fleximent.  Now tye in the Flymaster 6/0 thread and build a nice smooth 

head.  Whip finish the thread and reglue with Fleximent.  Top coating the thread can be done with epoxy, or my new favor-

ite, Sally Hansen‟s Mega Shine fingernail polish (in the chrome bottle at CVS or Wal-Mart). 

New Thoughts on using Rabbit Fur for Tarpon Flies. 

 

     Last Year I was building the traditional “Tarpon Bunny” flies.  This year I‟ve taken the traditional and kicked it up a 

notch.  Enrico‟s tarpon flies are all primarily deceiver-like.  I join Enrico‟s vision, but again using a non-synthetic rabbit fur 

which is easy to handle and dead-simple to tie with. 

  So how do you blend colors of rabbit fur which is attached to a hide (skin)?  Take two different colors of magnum rabbit 

zonker strips and glue them together.  Last year I discovered “Tear Mender Fabric & Leather Repair Adhesive” (available at 

Ace Hardware and I‟d bet fabric stores).  This stuff will bond the two hides together.  No more need for that loop of Mason 

mono at the back of the fly.  Tear Mender will also repair your waders.  Bonds in three minutes, fishable flies in 20 minutes.  

Come and join me both this month and next, use this adhesive to build some interesting tarpon bunny flies  
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RANDOM THOUGHTS FROM THE TYING BENCH 
By C.W. “Don” Coleman, Chief Curmudgeon 

 
 

HACKLE FLIES — The basic Hackle Fly, which has lately been popularized as the Sea Ducer by Chico 
Fernandez, was developed in the late I 880s. In its basic version it consists of a splayed saddle hackle 
tail tied in at the bend of the hook with saddle hackles wound up the shank of the hook. Today, mylar 
flash is usually added to the tail. In the early days of saltwater fly fishing the fly was used to imitate 
shrimp. What ever it is supposed to imitate, it is widely used today in both fresh and salt water fly fish-

ing. It is usually tied on either standard length or long shank hooks in sizes ranging from #2 to #1/0. 

Lefty Kreh writes about the Red and White Hackle Fly, “This is one of the best patterns for both large 
and smallmouth bass that I’ve fished in more than 50 years I’ve been chasing them.” Lefty favors an all 
white tail and with red wound hackles. It is also one of the top five flies Lefty recommends for inshore 

saltwater fly fishing. Hackle flies are simple, highly productive flies that land softly and, if tied full, can 
nearly suspend in the water column. 
 
Stu Apte developed the Keys Style Tarpon Fly from the basic hackle fly. He used the splayed hackle 
tail with hackles wound only at the back of the hook shank. The wound hackle is tied to slope back to 
prevent fouling. Larger, stronger hooks are used for tarpon fishing. It seems that every saltwater Guide 

has his own secret color combination, and some use bucktail or squirrel tail in place of the wound 
hackle. 
 
One version of the Keys Style Tarpon fly that is being successfully used for inshore fly fishing for 
snook, trout, redfish, and ladyfish is a simple All-White, Keys Style Tarpon Fly tied on a #2 or #1 salt-
water hook. The splayed tail and two wound hackle are always moving during a retrieve. Some tyers 
wind the second hackle through the first hackle, dry fly style. 
 
WAKING FLIES — Instead of using a popper or slider to create commotion on the surface, try using a fly 
with a buoyant, spun deer hair head—my favorite is Tabory’s Snake Fly—and use a Riffling Hitch so 
that as the fly is retrieved it will veer off-line and create a wake. The Riffling Hitch can also be success-
fully used with underwater streamer flies. To make a Riffling Hitch, tie on the fly with your favorite 
knot—not a loop knot—and take two half hitches around the head of the fly with the leader coming off 
on either lower quadrant of the fly. Fish the fly with a rapid retrieve for maximum action. Don’t be afraid 
to think outside the box. 
 
TYING PRACTICE — Too many beginning fly tyers learn to tie a fly pattern and then want to learn new 

patterns without practicing the first pattern. They should practice tying each new pattern at least twelve 

times to develop the basic technique required and to be able to judge the size and amount of materials 
necessary for a properly tied fly. 
 
 
MAXIMS: It’s better to give than to retrieve when drifting your flies. 

Don’t add details to a fly that makes a fish decide to accept or reject them. Flashabou works 
better than twisted Krystal Flash when making slow retrieves or drifting flies. 

Form should follow function. 
“If it ain’t chartreuse it ain’t no use.” — Heard from numerous Guides 
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The Kayak Korner 

 

 So you want to fly fish from a kayak? 

 Good choice. 

 However, there are a few things you can to do to make your kayak “fly-fishing friendly.” 

 As you well know, there‟s a old law which states: “The fly line will catch on anything it can.” 

 With this in mind, it‟s up to you to eliminate anything on which the fly line might catch. What 

can it catch on? How about gear bags, rod holders, coolers, feet, paddles, levers, handles and what-

ever else might be lurking in your cockpit. 

 One way to foul-proof yourself and your kayak is to simple lay a towel over your lower torso. 

The fly line will not catch on anything and will smoothly cast. 

 Stow coolers and gear bags behind you. Remove them from the cockpit and place behind your 

seat. If you have removable rod holders like Scotty‟s, then simply remove them from their base while 

you‟re fly fishing. 

 You can also use duct tape to cover any other snags that might catch your line (kayakers 

should always carry a role of the very useful duct tape; you never know when you‟ll need it). 

 Once your kayak is “foul proofed,” it‟s time to start fly fishing. But where do you strip the 

line? 

 Good question. 

 I fish out of the very versatile Native Watercraft Ultimate 14.5, perhaps the best fly-fishing 

kayak on the market. I strip the line right into the cockpit between my legs. I resist at all costs strip-

ping line into the water. Most often your kayak will drift over your line, creating a whole new prob-

lem. 

 While fly fishing, it‟s imperative for your bow to face the direction of your cast. That way, 

you can point your fly rod directly down your line as required. When a fish hits, there will be no 

slack in your line and you‟ll feel the fish. Many of my inexperienced clients will fish with the tips of 

their fly rods two or  three feet above the water. That creates slack and prevents them from feeling the 

hit. The rod tip should actually be on the water‟s surface and even an inch below. 

 Casting can be a chore when sitting at water level. It‟s just like standing waist-deep in the wa-

ter and trying to cast. Distance is compromised, but it makes little difference. Remember, you don‟t 

have to make long casts while fishing from your kayak because you can get closer to the fish. A 40-

foot cast is plenty. 

 Keys to a good cast: 1. A good back cast that doesn‟t hit the water behind you. Make sure the 

trajectory of your back cast is high; 2. Line speed on the back cast and forward cast is sufficient. 

 You might want to prep for your fly-fishing outing be practicing your casting while sitting on 

the ground. Just make sure you don‟t allow your fly to touch the ground behind you on your back 

cast. 

 One other thing you‟ll want to think about is rod stowage. I usually carry two rods on a salt-

water trip (6-weight and 8-weight). I keep the one I‟m planning to use first on front of me and lying 

against a foam covered structural tube. The second rod lies beside me with the tip pointing toward the 

stern of my kayak. 

 Fly fishing from a kayak is fun and surprisingly efficient and productive. With just a little 

thought and preparation, you‟ll be experiencing the thrill in no time at all. 

 

By STEVE GIBSON 

Southern Drawl Kayak Fishing 

www.kayakfishingsarasota.com 

http://gibbysfishingblog.blogspot.com/ 

(941) 284-3406 

http://www.kayakfishingsarasota.com
http://gibbysfishingblog.blogspot.com/
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

I‟m writing at the eleventh hour so this will have to be quick. Have spent a good part of the last six straight 

days fishing in our area. That doesn‟t leave much time for…well, anything else, but when the bite is on, 

you‟ve gotta have priorities. I hope that many of you have experienced the recent upswing in the fishing as 

well. 

 

Several people have made great donations to our club recently and deserve a hearty “thank you”. MCFF 

member Walt Jennings donated a whole box of stuff to us last month at our Spring Fling. So did the estate 

of Mr. Jim Buckingham, courtesy of a fishing buddy of mine that I met after buying his son‟s lawnmower 

on Craigslist…yeah, it‟s a long story. Anyway, we‟d also like to thank MCFF board member Capt. Rick 

Grassett for getting the CEO of Jet Blue Airlines to donate two tickets to anywhere, which we raffled off at 

last month‟s meeting. If you happen to see Dean Hannemann at our next meeting, be sure to congratulate 

him on winning those. 

 

-Evan 

Member benefits 

Monthly meetings with expert speakers. 

Club outings and trips 

Boat sharing 

Casting instruction 

Fly tying instruction 

Fishing reports 

Monthly news letter 

Raffles for merchandise and guided trips 

Tournaments 

Fishy places 

Make new friends with other fly fishers 

Club web site: mangrovecoastflyfishers.com 



 11 

OUTING REPORT-Preston Jones reporting 

Emerson Point Preserve 

April 17, 2010 
 

FINALLY AN GORGEOUS DAY FOR AN OUTING!!! 
 

After what seems like wind and cold conditions forever, April 17th dawned mostly sunny, warm (upper 

70‟s) with a light easterly breeze and water temps. in the low 70‟s. 

 

Twenty-two Mangrove Coasters and one guest gathered at Emerson Point Preserve for a great morning of 

fishing. With Outings Coordinator Joe Bursel in the lead everyone took to the water in search of the pois-

son (that’s French for fish).  

 

Those in kayaks (and there were many) and boats that could get out away from the shore did well. Mack-

erel and Trout were abundant and relatively easy to entice. Ladyfish were also present but not really at-

tacking the fly. However, several large members of the species were boated. Bob Sousa reported catching 

7 different species including a 26-28” Mackerel. His only complaint was losing so many flies. At least 

today is overcast and rain so 'Bob you can stay home and tie replacements' - ENJOY!  

 

Ken Babineau fishing from his kayak filed the following report;  

“the fishing was good. I got into a bunch of Spanish Mak"s and had a blast. I released at least 7 
ranging from 20-26 in. and had another 6 or so chew my 15 lb. tippet off during the fight. The 
pink and white clousers and pink and green seemed to work the best.” 
 

Guest Bob Heinbach  (Tri-County Fly Fishers) while fishing out of my boat angled 12 - 15 Trout, a cou-

ple of Macks and a 4+ pound Pompano. Needless to say he was pleased and went back to PA a “happy 

camper”. 

 

Unfortunately the good fishing did not carry over to the near shore wading folks. For whatever reason the 

fish were in water generally 4 to 5 feet deep over and along the edge of grass: just too deep for wading. A 

few errant species were reported but certainly „nothing to write home to Mother (or anyone else) about.‟ 

 

A picnic lunch on my back patio following the fishing provided the backdrop for an official meeting of 

the Liar‟s Club. Fifteen members shared their experiences and their expertise.  

 

A great time was had by all. 

 

 

Mark you calendars for the next outing: a family affair at Turtle Beach in Sarasota. This will be 

a social event. Our (MCFF) outstanding social committee will provide the repast 

Bob Heinbach‟s nice 

fat pompano 
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BOAT SHARING 
 

Listed below are members that are willing to share their boats with other members for fishing trips. If you are a mem-

ber that wishes to take advantage of this opportunity, please contact one of those listed. Don‟t be shy, they‟re listed 

because they‟ed enjoy your company . Give‟em a call.    

Also, we feel that if you do share a boat, it would be appropriate to share expenses 

 

If you would like to put your name on the list, send your info to 2bobprkr@gmail.com for inclusion.  If you want to 

go fishing, call a member on the list. 

 

Ron Whiteley  

 941-697-548-1453  17' Maverick HPX tunnel. Times and places you like to fish.  Yes, Fly. 

  

Roger Williams 

941-748-5477. 16 foot Scout boat.  Manatee River and Terra Ceia Bay. Weekdays only.  Spin or Fly. 

 

Preston Jones 

941-729-3306: jonesp018@yahoo.com: Lower Tampa Bay, Terra Ceia Bay, Northern Sarasota Bay including Anna 

Maria Sound or anywhere else. Fly only. 

    

Rick Schwartz 

941-966-6434. 18' Sea Pro Bay. Prefer to fish weekdays from S. Sarasota to Charlotte Harbor. Fly and spin. 

 

Dick Phinney 

941-697-8421   22‟ Scout/kayak ventures. Fly and spin. MEMBERS ONLY 
 

 

.  
 

     CASTING TIPS 

 
With tarpon season comes the need to be quick and accurate 

with heavy tarpon tackle. The difference between an 11wt or 

12wt rod, line, leader, flys and reel compared to our more commonly 

used 7, 8, or 9wt outfits is significant.......much heavier 

and more cumbersome to cast. The only way to become proficient 

with such gear is to practice with it well before your outing. 

It takes more energy to move the heavier outfit and you'll 

need to get accustomed to swinging that heavier weight. 

Tarpon sometimes show themselves right next to the boat. A 

quick presentation is about the only opportunity you'll get. To 

help that presentation keep approximately 2 rod lengths of line 

extended beyond the rod tip, plus the leader. Coil the leader in 

your line hand letting the extended line trail beside the boat. 

Hold the fly also in the line hand with the hook point and bend 

on the outside of the index finger and thumb. To make the cast 

drop the line from the line hand, holding on to the fly, make a 

backcast or roll cast and let the cast pull the fly from your 

hand. All the above to minimize false casting which can take 

too much time and equally important alert the fish to your presence. 

Dusty Sprague 
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Steve Gibson  EMAIL steveatkayakfishingsarasota.com   

 PH: 941-284-3406   www.kayakfishingsarasota.com 

    http://gibbysfishingblo.blogspot.com 
       

Capt. Rick Grassett  EMAIL: snookfin@aol.com 

PH: 941-923-7799      www.snookfin-addict.com 

                                             www.flyfishingflorida.net  

 

Capt. Pete Greenan             EMAIL: captpete@floridaflyfishing.com 

PH: 941-232-2960                              www.floridaflyfishing.com 

 

Capt. John Hand                   EMAIL: tomatoesjh@yahoo.com 

PH 239-842-7778                              www.redfishlandingguideservice.com 

 

Capt. Jamie Allen   www.jamiesoutfishin.com 

PH 941-628.9031 

 

Capt. Rick De  Paiva EMAIL: Flynuttcharters@aol.com 

PH 239-246-8726 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CB’s Saltwater Outfitters  
1249 Stickney Point Road 

Siesta Key, FL 34242  

941-349-4400 

www.CBsOutfitters.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Economy Tackle 
6018 S. Tamiami Trail  

Sarasota, FL 34231 

941-922-9671  

www.floridakayak.comFL  34208 

,  

            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REMEMBER TO SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS AND GUIDES 

Company Outfitters-Say It With Stitches 

5750 S Tamiami Trail 

Sarasota, FL   34231  

941-925-3855 

www.sayitwithstitches.net 

Discount Tackle Outlet 

3113 First Street East 

Bradenton 

941-746-6020 

www.DiscountTackleOnline.com 

Flying Fish Outfitters 

820 Albee Rd. 

Nokomis, FL  34275 

941-412-4512 

www.flyingfishflorida.com 

 

Flint Creek Outfitters 

13421 Fishawk Blvd. 

Riverview FL,  33569 

813-681-1888 

www.flintcreekoutfitters.com 
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May, 2010 

    Officers and Board of Directors 

Mangrove Coast Fly Fishers 

P.O. Box  3792 

Sarasota, FL 34230-3792 

                                                       

BOARD MEMBERS OFFICE     PHONE       EMAIL               

Evan Jones                                 President      726-0633 muchatrucha@gmail.com   

Pete Greenan,                Past President /Publicity                    923-6095    Captpete@floridaflyfishing.com 

Roger Williams,                            Vice President  748-5477     rogerinke@aol.com 

Steve Gibson  Vice President     264-3406 steve@sarasotaflyfishing.com 

        gibbysfishingblog.blogspace.com/ 

Leslie Hand  Treasurer    239-842-7778  

Ryan Miller  Director      518-1971 rmflatsfisher4@gmail.com 

Capt. John Hand Secretary                                              239-842-7778 tomatoesjh@yahoo.com 

 Dick Phinney                                Membership Chairman 697-8421 modelnut@comcast.net   

Joe Bursel Outings Coordinator 924-4382 josephbursel@comcast.net  

Preston Jones Outings Coordinator 728-3306 jonesp018@yahoo.com 

Rick Grassett,                                CCA Liaison                923-7799    Snookfin@aol.com 

Greg Huffman,                              Web Site Liaison      926-9416   glhuffman@aol.com 

Craig Smothers,               Interclub Activities     266-5209    thefishdoc@comcast.net 

Joe Polidoro              Program Chairman                  925-0464 joe.polidoro@comcast.net                                                                 

Bobby Hillbrunner             State Fisheries Liaison                  320-9791 fishflyer@earthlink.net 

Rick Smith                          At large      954-4040 rdsmith@cslcpa.com 

Bob Parker                          Newsletter Editor       320-2400 2bobprkr@gmail.com 

                                 

MCFF Club Website:           http://www.mangrovecoastflyfishers.com  

MCFF Email List & Chat:   http://groups.yahoo.com/group/MCFF/ 

MCFF  Mission:  To promote saltwater fly fishing and conserve, protect and restore Florida’s coastal  

fisheries and habitats. 

Meetings are on the fourth Tuesday of the month 7:00 p.m. at Twin Lakes Park in Sarasota, FL.  

 The Board of Directors meet on the second Wednesday of each month. 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

 

Name/s ____________________________________________________   Date __________________________                                                                                               

 

Address____________________________________________________________________________________ 

   

City _______________________________________________ State _________ Zip______________________ 

 

Telephones ( ____)___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 E-Mail (club use only)________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Mail Check payable to:  

Mangrove Coast Fly Fishers , 

P.O. Box  3792  

Sarasota FL,  34230 
 

Mangrove Coast Fly Fishers Renewal     $30 

                  Family_$45 

  

New members, only: Individual:   $65 

                   Seniors:         $55 

Includes membership in the Federation of Fly Fishers 
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MANGROVE COAST FLY FISHERS  

P. O. BOX 3792 SARASOTA, FL. 34230-3792 

Directions to meeting 

 

East of I-75 on Clark Rd 

Go about 1/2 mile  

Turn into Twin Lakes Park 

Take first right into the 

parking lot 

Meeting is in far right 

building 

Recopies By Leslie 

PEANUT BUTTER COOKIES 

 

2 ½ CUP ALL-PURPOSE FLOUR 

1 TSP. BAKING SODA 

½ TSP. BAKING POWDER 

¼ TSP. SALT 

2 STICKS REAL BUTTER(SOFTENED) 

1 CUP SMOOTH PEANUT BUTTER 

¾ CUP SUGAR 

¾ CUP BROWN SUGAR 

2 LARGE EGGS 

EXTRA  SUGAR FOR ROLLING 

 

1. WHISK TOGETHER THE FLOUR,SODA,POWDER, AND SALT. BEAT THE BUTTER, PEANUT BUTTER AND 

BOTH SUGARS FOR 2 MINUTES. ONE BY ONE, ADD THE EGGS; BEAT 2 MORE MINUTES. GENTLY 

BLEND IN DRY INGREDIENTS. 

2. DIVIDE IN HALF, WRAP, AND CHILL OVERNIGHT. SHAPE SCANT TABLESPOONS OF DOUGH INTO 

BALLS, ROLL IN SUGAR, AND PLACE 2 INCHES APART ON LINED BAKING SHEETS. PRESS EACH WITH 

FORK. 

3. BAKE AT 350 DEGREES FOR 12 MINUTES, UNTIL GOLDEN. LET REST 2 MINUTES AND TRANSFER TO 

RACKS TO COOL 


