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June  2009 

PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE 

Volume 5 Issue 6-09 

Itôs finally raining and we sure need it. I know itôs raining because I just saw two of the MCFF world famous 

guides looking   like they'd  been snorkeling in their clothes. But who needs rain during tarpon season!!? 

Speaking of tarpon, everyone at last monthôs meeting seemed to dwell on the words Capt. Pet Greenan spoke on 

his techniques in the pursuit of the silver king. Capt. Pete has many years of experiences to share.  The rods, 

lines, leaders, knots and presentation required to just get a hook-up were explained in detail. Thanks, Pete. 

 

At this meeting weôre going to learn how to find fish in Sarasota Bay courtesy of Capt. Rick Grassett . Heôll share 

the techniques that have made him one    of the most successful guides in Florida. 

 

The outings committee has arranged     some  fun outings and this past one was no exception. 

Read about it and see  the pictures on    page 10. 

 

We plan to have the new membership    cards and badges at Tuesdayôs meeting. They list our 

sponsors that offer member discounts.   Obviously cards are only available to  paid members. 

 

The snook are beginning to show in the surf as attested to by Stephanie (pg. 8) and the recent outing participants. 

This monthôs fly is the go-to fly used by some of the most successful beach anglers. They are not difficult to tie. 

Put a few of them together and hit the beaches. Of course a gentle East wind is best for sight fishing in the close 

in surf. Good luck. 

 

Will Hallett has been selecting many interesting and useful articles for the raffle table at the monthly meetings. 

More $25 gift certificates donated by the club sponsors will be offered on the tables so donôt miss your chance to 

be a winner. Also be sure to check out the trip with Capt. Pete Greenan and  Federation of  Fly Fishers trip to 

Montana. 

 

Warmer days and nights have  raised water temperatures and heated up the fishing  in the back country, on the 

beaches and in shore. All of which means that itôs prime time to fish in our little paradise. So, get with the pro-

gram-get your feet wet-get a fly in the water and get a bend in that long wand. 

 

BP 

The membership coordinator suspects that there may be a few  of last yearôs mem-

bers have been too lazy or have just forgotten to renew  their membership for 

2009. If sheôs correct and you wish to continue receiving  this news letter and other 

club benefits please complete the renewal form in the back of this paper and send 

it with a check for only $30 to the PO Box or bring it to the meeting. Thanks for 

your support. 
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Capt. Rick Grassett, owner of Snook Fin-Addict Guide Service, Inc., is a full time fishing 

guide based in Sarasota, FL. He has been guiding since 1990 and is an Orvis-Endorsed outfitter 

fly fishing guide at CBôs Saltwater Outfitters in Sarasota. His Flats 

Minnow and Snook Minnow flies were top sellers for Orvis in 2008. 

Specializing in fishing with flies, he fishes bays, back country and 

coastal gulf waters from Tampa Bay to Charlotte Harbor in his 17ô Ac-

tion Craft flats skiff. He is a Federa- tion of Fly Fishers certified fly 

casting instructor.  

Destination fishing trips are another specialty of Capt. Rick's. 

He has led groups of fly anglers to remote fishing locations around 

the world. Crane Meadow Lodge, MT, Los Roques, Venezuela, An-

dros Island Bonefish Club and Andros South in the Bahamas are several destinations where he 

has hosted groups in the past. 

  Featured speaker-Capt. Rick Grassett 

Capt. Rick will do a presentation titled "How To Find Fish in Sarasota Bay". The presentation 

will incorporate Google Earth satellite photos and surface level photos of deep and shallow 

grass flats and structure such as docks and bridges. The presentation will show anglers how to 

find their own hot spots, what to look for, etc. and will cover most species in our area. It will 

also cover fly tackle, flies and how to fish them. 

Bring your notebooks and learn the fish-finding techniques from the man who spends every 

day on the water spotting and finding fish. 

Member benefits 
 

Monthly meetings with expert speakers. 

Club outings and trips 

Boat sharing 

Casting instruction 

Fly tying instruction  

Fishing reports 
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May-June Donation! Drawing will be at the June meeting. 

Win one day fly fishing for two anglers with Capt. Pete Greenan in 

Charlotte Harbour.  Includes all tackle and flies, license and lunch/

soft drinks/water. Anglers are asked to arrive at Uncle Henry's Ma-

rina on Boca Grande at 7:00 am.   

Contact info: 

Capt. Pete Greenan 

2416 Parson Ln. 

Sarasota, Fl. 34239 

Cell/Office - 941 232-2960 

www.floridaflyfishing.com  

email: captpete@floridaflyfishing.com 

Win a guided trip with Capt. Pete Greenan  

 Raffle tickets only $5.00 or 6  for $20 

If you are unable to attend a 

meeting but wish to purchase raf-

fle tickets just send a check to the 

PO Box. Your tickets will be en-

tered and the stub numbers will 

be e-mailed to you.  

 

Donôt miss this opportunity for a 

great shallow water fishing ex-

perience. 

http://www.floridaflyfishing.com
mailto:captpete@floridaflyfishing.com
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Place an advertisement in the MCFF news letter. 

Build your business and support the club 

 
News letter ads will be accepted in a limited number starting immediately and will run 

for 12 issues.  

You may support your business, your cause or Mangrove Coast Fly Fishers. 

 

Ads will reach approximately 150-160 members every month. In addition, 50 hard cop-

ies are distributed from area tackle shops. The reach is then extended to others beyond 

the membership. 

 

The cost for 12 issues regardless of start date is: 

 

Business card size-$100-ideal size for professionals, small businesses and guides. 

 

Quarter page size-$175-space for a full message and great visibility. 

 

The annualized cost to reach each recipient with a business card ad at $100 is only 

$.04. 

 

The cost for the $175 ad is only $.07 per contact. 

 

CBôs has some special Fly Rods on sale 

 
TFO 890  2 piece  8 weight  9ô fly rods.  Reg. $99.99  SALE $75. 

 

Orvis Fly Rods 

T3  12 weight   Tip Flex  4 piece   Reg. $495     SALE  $350 

 

T3  8 weight   Mid Flex   2 piece   Reg. $495     SALE  $350 
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RANDOM THOUGHTS FROM THE TYING BENCH  
By C.W. ñDonò Coleman 

 
DONôT FORGET ï You are free to agree, disagree, or interpret my opinions in any way you see fit. There are no fly tying 
police or fly fishing police. Donôt be afraid to think for yourself or differ with the ñexperts.ò But do be polite about it. There are 
not many things you can do today that leave you completely free to do as you wish. Even take a fish home to eat once in a 
whileðas long as it is legal to do so. Sometimes we take this ecology bit too far. 
 
FIGHTING FISH ï Suddenly you have a fish on. What do you do now? First of all I hope you struck the fish with a slip-strike 
and lifted the butt of the rod instead of jerking the rod tip up. The rod tip is for casting and the rod butt is for fighting fish. Most 
of the inshore fish wading fly fishers catch can easily be handled by stripping in the fly line with your line hand. Donôt adhere 
to the old adage to ñkeep the rod tip up and get the fish on the reel.ò A lot of fish are lost because of that poor advice. You 
cannot put much pressure on a fish with the rod tip and you can blow it all trying to reel in loose line instead of fighting the 
fish. If you do have a large fish on, let it run and put itself on the reel. I hope you didnôt set the drag up to 3 or 5 pounds as 
some ñexpertsò recommend. If you did a sudden jolt will occur when the fish comes tight against the reel and that jolt could 
pull the hook out. Keep just enough drag on the reel so that when you jerk on the line it will not backlash. If you need more 
drag during the fight, use the palming rim. Fight large fish by keeping the rod tip down and pointing at the fish and fighting 
with the first stripping guide. Itôs called fighting ñdown and dirty.ò The old timers used to say ñgive them the butt.ò Even with a 
12 weight tarpon rod you can only exert about 3 ¾ pounds on a fish with the rod tip. Whereas you can exert up to 12 pounds 
on a fish when fighting ñdown and dirty.ò  
 
Donôt fight a fish by pumping the rod and reeling in the line you gained. When you pressure a fish it tries very hard to fight 
back. You can gently apply even pressure and practically lead most fish wherever you want. Often you can remove all pres-
sure and the fish will simply stop and wonder whatôs going on. Only pump the rod when you cannot move a very large fish 
any other way. And fly rods are not built to do this successfully. 
to the old adage to ñkeep the rod tip up and get the fish on the reel.ò A lot of fish are lost because of that poor advice. You 
cannot put much pressure on a fish with the rod tip and you can blow it all trying to reel in loose line instead of fighting the 
fish. If you do have a large fish on, let it run and put itself on the reel. I hope you didnôt set the drag up to 3 or 5 pounds as 
some ñexpertsò recommend. If you did a sudden jolt will occur when the fish comes tight against the reel and that jolt could 
pull the hook out. Keep just enough drag on the reel so that when you jerk on the line it will not backlash. If you need more 
drag during the fight, use the palming rim. Fight large fish by keeping the rod tip down and pointing at the fish and fighting 
with the first stripping guide. Itôs called fighting ñdown and dirty.ò The old timers used to say ñgive them the butt.ò Even with a 
12 weight tarpon rod you can only exert about 3 ¾ pounds on a fish with the rod tip. Whereas you can exert up to 12 pounds 
on a fish when fighting ñdown and dirty.ò  
 
Donôt fight a fish by pumping the rod and reeling in the line you gained. When you pressure a fish it tries very hard to fight 
back. You can gently apply even pressure and practically lead most fish wherever you want. Often you can remove all pres-
sure and the fish will simply stop and wonder whatôs going on. Only pump the rod when you cannot move a very large fish 
any other way. And fly rods are not built to do this successfully. 
 

 

BASS AND BLUEGILLS ï Even dedicated saltwater fly fishers can enjoy an occasional trip for bluegillsðand always 
hope that a nice bass will hit. William G. Tapply (son of Tap Tapply of Tapôs Tips fame), in his book Bass Bug Fishing, 
told of receiving a fly from Art Scheck that proved unusually successful for both bass and bluegills. Tapply named the fly 
the IN-BETWEENER. It was an all-black fly constructed with all synthetic materials, tied on a #6 long shank streamer 
hook. Jim Swan of Dade City, FL has always maintained that even bluegills can be caught on large flies. I even caught an 
8 inch bluegill on a ¼ ounce spinner bait while casting for bass in Walsingham Reservoir. That bluegill took the large 
spinner bait hook in itôs mouth and the hook point stuck out the fishôs cheek. Try this fly on your next warm water fishing 
trip. Tapply claims mixed catches of  bluegills, bass and crappies with this fly. 
 
I tie the fly on a #6 Mustad 34011 long shank hook using Fly Master Plus or Flat Waxed Nylon thread. Attach a tail of syn-
thetic Super Hair with 6 to 8 strands of Krystal Flash over the top of the Super Hair. Then attach 3 rubber legs with square 
knots evenly spaced up the hook shank. A body of Estaz is then wrapped up the shank--between the legsðto the head of 
the fly. A shell back of 1/8 inch closed cell foam (or a double layer of craft shop foam) is tied in at the bend of the hook 
with a short, rounded length extending over the tail. The foam is then pulled forward over the eye and tied down behind 
the hook eye. Then the remaining foam is rolled back and tied down behind the hook eye and trimmed off. Of course an 
all-white fly would probably work as well. But all-black is the way the fly was designed. 
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The D.T. Special 

 
The D.T. Special is one of the most versatile flies ever and should be an integral part of every fly fisher's arsenal. It's easy to tie and, 

most importantly very productive. I've caught a variety of fish on it: spotted seatrout, redfish, snook, jack crevalle ladyfish, tarpon, 

kingfish, Spanish mackerel, little tunny and dolphin. Just tie it on a hook to match the rod you're using. 

Hook: Mustad 34007 or hook of choice 

Thread: white monochord 

Tail: Four white neck hackles (not splayed) 

Flash: A few stands of pearl Flashabout 

Collar: One palmered white neck hackle 

Eyes: 3D Prismatic Stick-on eyes covered with Devcon Two-Ton Epoxy. 

 

Steps: 

1. Tie four white neck hackles at rear of hook and add sparse flash. 

 
2. Palmer one white neck hackle and lay back. 

 
3. Attach 3D Prismatic Stick-on eyes. 

 

 

 

 

4. Coat with Devcon Two-Ton Epoxy and rotate until dry. 

 

5. Hold on to rod. 

 

This month's fly recipe was submitted by Steve Gibson 

www.kayakfishingsarasota.com  

 

Fly Of The Month 

This monthôs fly is a repeat because the snook are on the beach. And this is 

Steve Gibson's go-to fly for catching them 

Editorôs note: 
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Capt. Rick Grassettôs Fly Fishing Forecast for June 2009 
  

            Tarpon will take center stage during June as they migrate along our beaches. You might also find cobia, tripletail and little tunny 

in the coastal gulf this month. Reds and trout will feed on shallow flats, particularly early in the day when it is cool, while snook cruise 

the surf. 
  

Tarpon 
            We are fortunate to have some of the best tarpon fishing to be found, right in our own backyard. When tarpon fishing is men-

tioned, world famous Boca Grande, is the first place that many people think of. However, we are getting shots at many of these migratory 

fish before they reach that area under much better fishing conditions (less crowded conditions and a steady flow of migrating fi sh). Tar-

pon schools will be migrating both north and south along our beaches, heading to areas in Charlotte Harbor and Tampa Bay where they 

will gather and rest before heading offshore to spawn. 
            They may ñholdò and rest overnight in rocky areas, such as Whitney Beach off north Longboat Key, Point of Rocks off Siesta 

Key or Grassy Point off Casey Key. These areas hold bait and provide cover for tarpon schools to feed and rest before continuing their 

journey. You may find tarpon schools ñlaid upò and happy in these areas at dawn. These schools of tarpon will often bite if you are the 

first one to find them in the morning. However, if you spook them before you get a shot at them; they are much harder to catch. I like to 

travel well offshore as I head up or down the beach in the morning to my starting spot. Once Iôve reached that area, I will stop and get my 

fly line stripped out before I idle part way in to the beach and finally use a trolling motor to ease into my chosen spot. Give other anglers 

at least a few hundred yards north or south of you, so youôre not infringing on any tarpon schools they may have their sights on. 
            Fly anglers will do best with an intermediate fly line in deeper water and an intermediate sink tip line in shallow water. Popular 

tarpon patterns include Tarpon Toads, Tarpon Bunnies and Enrico Puglisi flies. The angle of your presentation is very important. Be sure 

that your cast is not too long or you may not be able to get your fly back in front of the fish before they swim by. If the fly comes up 

alongside a tarpon, approaching from its  peripheral vision, they will spook just like you threw a rock at them 
  

Snook 
            Snook season remains closed during June, so any snook caught must be immediately released. Also, since the water is warm now, 

use fly tackle heavy enough to land them quickly so they wonôt be overly stressed. One of the best snook fishing opportunities will be 

sight-casting to snook in the surf. They will cruise in a ñfeeding zoneò right where the water touches the sand feeding on baitfish and 

crustaceans being washed up in the surf. The easiest way to target them is to walk the beach with a fly rod and a box of flies.            
            You will also find snook in the dark around lighted docks and bridge fenders, especially close to passes, where they can be caught 

with many of the same flies that you might use in the surf. Presentations are important when fishing these areas, which is why a fly rod 

works so well. Grassettôs Snook Minnow, DT Specials, String Beans, Clousers, Deceivers and Enrico Puglisi flies will all work in the 

surf and at night. 

  
Reds 

            If tangling with a 100-pound tarpon is not your thing, there is plenty to do this month on shallow flats. With higher tides this 

month, reds will spend more time feeding along mangrove shorelines and around oyster bars. Dawn is usually a good time to be on the 

flats at this time of the year, if you have a good tidal flow. When the water is cool, they will be most active. Grassettôs Flats Minnow and 

Clousers will work well for reds on shallow flats. A Gurgler can be very effective in low light conditions at dawn. 
  

Trout  
            The best time to target ñgatorò trout is also at dawn. Cooler water, a good tide and low light are a good recipe for fast action. The 

largest trout I have ever seen taken on a fly, more than 7-pounds, was caught and released on a Gurgler fly with barely enough light to 

see. Mullet and baitfish were so active you could hear them all around us but as it got lighter the activity diminished. Gurglers and fly 

poppers are both good choices to target big trout with under these conditions. Later in the day, trout will drop into deeper water where 

you can catch them with Clousers. North Sarasota Bay is a great area for trout and reds this month. 
  

Best of the Rest 
            You might also find cobia, tripletail or little tunny in the coastal gulf while targeting tarpon this month. I have found cobia swim-

ming with schools of tarpon or following rays, 
tripletail around buoys and crab trap floats and been ñblitzedò by a school of little tunny while patiently awaiting a school of tarpon. I 

once found a 5-gallon bucket floating on the surface and when I got close to it, I could see a tripletail inside the bucket. We were able to 

pick up the bucket and ñcatchò the tripletail without making a cast. Be prepared with an 8 or 9-weight fly rod with a floating line for co-

bia and tripletail. A shrimp or bendback fly pattern, such as my Grassettôs Flats Minnow, will work well for tripletail. Your tarpon fly 

tackle will work well for cobia, which may be as large as 30-pounds or more. Most tarpon flies will work for cobia. 
            There is plenty to do this month. I focus on tarpon during May, June and July, but if you are prepared you may catch several other 

species while tarpon fishing. If fighting a big, powerful fish such as tarpon is not for you, you could fish snook before dawn and hit the 

flats for trout and reds at dawn or fish for trout and reds at dawn and walk the beach later in the morning for snook and be home for 

lunch. Whatever you choose to do, remember to always limit your kill, donôt kill your limit! 
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    FISHY PLACES 

 

 

Fly Fishing Heaven ï Trout & Smallies 

Franklin, North Carolina 

Beautiful 3/2 luxury home overlooking the Little  

Tennessee River and Nantahala Mountains. 

2 ½ hrs Atlanta ï 1 ½ hrs Asheville 

$495-$795 per week.  Book early 

.www.vacationhomerentals.com/13908 

 

Tom Hopkins 

941 773 3004 thomashopkins@earthlink.net 

With the water temperature warming up in the Gulf, I decided to get a little exercise and get down to turtle 
beach after a days work.  I headed out there a week after our last meeting and found myself catching the 
most fish that I have caught in the 8 months that I've been fly fishing. (with the exception of the Everglades 
outing).  I needed my 8 weight for these guys. 

 

 Editorôs note: Stephanie caught more snook on Saturdayôs outing. 

The wind was coming out of the west lightly and it was just a few days before the full moon.  3 days prior I had been out at 
Englewood beach and had 3 large snook on but my inexperience was my demise. If you don't get it to shore, you didn't 
catch it. I corrected my mistakes Tuesday evening catching 2 22" snook, 3 sea trout, 3 lady fish and a handful of jack 
cravelles. What a hoot!! I stopped taking pictures for proof at the office.   

I get out to Turtle Beach 3-4x/week now. Not much going on recently but there was  a school of Tarpon rolling off the 

Stephanie Kisielewski 

 

http://www.vacationhomerentals.com/13908

