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I donôt know anything about global warming, Iôm just waiting for ñFlorida warmingò to re-

turn. Itôs cold! And so are the fish. But it will soon warm up and so will the fishing. I guess 

the fishing, food and camaraderie enjoyed by those who attended the Don Coleman Classic 

was excellent. Unfortunately, I had to miss it. Itôs difficult to fish from a damn sick bed. 

 

Greg Huffman continues to update and improve the MCFF web site. Itôs more informative 

with current club information and easier to navigate. Check it out on a regular basis. Heôs add-

ing features to it regularly. 

 

I trust that Santa treated every one well with new rods, reels, equipment and gadgets for the 

New Year. I received a book on fly tying but Preston lucked out with a new boat! Of course he 

doesnôt need one in those freezing cold streams he visits in the northern wilds. I shivered just looking at his pictures in 

the last news letter.  

 

The club will soon have a couple of new outings chairmen. I canôt divulge their names because they donôt yet know 

theyôve volunteered. Theyôll be asking for suggestions as to destinations, frequency and how best to organize the out-

ings. The sole purpose of outings is for the enjoyment of the members and to share knowledge. And maybe even a few 

laughs. 

 

Your club had a reasonably good year by just about every measure. The financial situation is sound. We purchased 

some AV equipment and some tying vises, tools and supplies for member use. The scholarship fun will be increased 

by $2,000.  There has been some turnover but we keep adding new members. The count is almost 150. And, have you 

noticed, their getting younger and better looking. There are more ladies joining and fishing. One of the directors is 16 

years old and a damn good fisherman and tier. 

 

So, join the fun. Wet a line. Bend your rod. And maybe catch a few fish. Thatôs what itôs all about. 

 

REMINDER  
 

 

Donôt forget that the Annual Membership fee for MCFF is Due.  Please see Tom Crawford at the meeting.  If you 

could fill out the membership form in this newsletter and bring with your payment, it will make Tomôs job much eas-

ier.  Also if you have changed your e-mail address please advise.   

 



 

Fly Fishing Heaven ï Trout & Smallies 

Franklin, North Carolina 

Beautiful 3/2 luxury home overlooking the Little  

Tennessee River and Nantahala Mountains. 

2 ½ hrs Atlanta ï 1 ½ hrs Asheville 

$495-$795 per week.  Book early 

.www.vacationhomerentals.com/13908 

 

Tom Hopkins 

941 773 3004 thomashopkins@earthlink.net 

 

JANUARY MEETING 

 
Evan Jones, MCFF Vice President, author, fly fisher and tier extraordinaire will be 

speaking to us about Fishing in Patagonia.  Donôt miss what promises to be an  

interesting and informative presentation 

 

 

 

 

                 I AM A MEMBER 
 

 

Ryan Miller, our youngest Board member, is also going to be our roving reporter for our I am a 

member series.  Ryan will be asking questions like where you are from, some work background, 

what got you started in Fly fishing, favorite flies and fish stories etc.  We have many diversified 

and interesting members, so when approached please give Ryan your full support.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FOR SALE 
 

1993 STUMP JUMPER; 17ft. Camouflage Color, 

Swivel Seats, Very Stable, Very Shallow Draft. POW-

ERED BY; 2006 SUZUKI 25hp 4-STROKE, Tiller 

Steering, Electric Start, Hydraulic Assisted Tilt. TROLL-

ING MOTOR; MINN KOTA RIP TIDE . Salt Water 

Model RT/S, 55 lb Thrust. TRAILER; 2007 CONTI-

NENTAL MODEL JB1612 -1200, Dive-onô Loading, 

Buddy Bearings, Spare Tire & Wheel, Warranty ótil 

May/09. A GREAT SHALLOW WATER BAY  AND FRESH 

WATER BOAT. Runs on a teacup of gas and floats in the 

same cup of water. Easy to trail, load, and unload. 

PRICE: $1900.  
 Contact Preston Jones 

Jones 018@yahoo.com 

941-729-9906 
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GUIDE RAFFLE 
 

 

CAPT. JOHN HAND - 4TH GENERATION FLORIDA NATIVE  
 

I BEGAN FLYFISHING AS A YOUTH WITH MY GRANDFATHER. FISHING FOR BREAM IN LAKE OKEECHOBEE. 

 

I OWN REDFISH LANDING GUIDE SERVICE 

A L O N G  W I T H  M Y  W I F E , L E S L I E .     

www.redfishlandingguideservices.com 

 
OUR OPERATION IS LOCATED IN RUSKIN ,FL. . 

WE HAVE A BED AND BREAKFAST ATMOSPHERE 

WITH LODGING. 

 

I SPECIALIZE IN FLYFISHING AND FLYCASTING 

INSTRUCTION. 

I HAVE RECENTLY ACHIEVED MY MASTER CAST-

ING INSTRUCTOR CERTIFICATION  

WE HAVE RECENTLY HAD THE PLEASURE OF BE-

COMING AN ORVIS ENDORSED 

OPERATION. I FISH THE SOUTH SHORE OF TAMPA 
BAY. 

  

   

Join MCFFôs 3rd Annual Seagrass Survey      
 

Since Mangrove Coast Fly Fishers began monitoring seagrass with 

Sarasota County in 2006, the program has been an enormous suc-

cess, recognized by the Sarasota County Commissioners and leading 

to a identical program in Crystal River. This February weôll do it 

again, along with county staff, the Sarasota Audubon Society, and 

other volunteers.  

 

Weôll ply the bays and document seagrassða critical habitat that 

improves water quality, stabilizes shorelines, and provides food and shelter for the species we target and their prey. 

Itôs a great way to be on the water (and to scout new places to fish), and can be done from a kayak or boat. 

 

A training session for all new volunteers will be held on Saturday, January 31 from 11:30 to 1:30 at Casey Key Fish 

House (801 Blackburn Point Road, Osprey). Rain date is Sunday, February 1, same time and place. Please contact Joe 

Polidoro at 941-925-0464 (joe.polidoro@comcast.net) if you plan on participating or if you have questions.  
 

 

 

Casey Key Anglers & Outfitters has scheduled a month-long series of events for February at the shop, located 

at 820 Albee Rd., Nokomis, just a mile south of the juncture of US 41 and I-75 Exit 200. 

Feb. 3, 5, 12, 17, 19, 24, 26: Free fly tying sessions for beginners through intermediate and advanced. BYO or use our 

materials and vises. 6-8 p.m. 

Feb. 10: A free seminar on "Redfish Strategies." 6-8 p.m. 

Feb. 15: Free fly casting clinic with FFF Master Casting Instructor Dusty Sprague and FFF Casting Instructor Capt.     

Tony Petrella. BYO or use our rods and reels.  1-3 p.m. 

Call 941-483-1115 to reserve your spot. You also can visit our online store at www.FlyAnglersandOutfitters.com  

 



BOAT SHARING  
 

One of the objectives of MCFF is to encourage our membership to fly fish as often as possible. The club recognizes 

that every member does not own a boat or have access to one. With that in mind, we have initiated a program that will 

help resolve this problem. Listed below are members that are willing to share their boats with other members for fish-

ing trips. If you are a member that wishes to take advantage of this opportunity, please contact one of those listed.  .    

Also, we feel that if you do share a boat, it would be appropriate to share expenses. 

If you would like to put your name on the list, send your info to patbeckw@comcast.net for inclusion.  If you want to 

go fishing, call a member on the list. 

 

Rick Schwartz 

941-966-6434.  18' Sea Pro Bay.  Prefer to fish weekdays from S. Sarasota to Charlotte Harbor. Fly and spin. 

Ron Whiteley  

 941-697-548-1453  17' Maverick HPX tunnel. Times and places you like to fish.  Yes, Fly. 

  

Roger Williams 

941-748-5477. 16 foot Scout boat.  Manatee River and Terra Ceia Bay. Weekdays only.  Spin or Fly. 

 

Phillip Waguespack 

941-474-5209.  18ô Shoal Cat.  Fish weekends mostly.  Charlotte Harbor, Lemon Bay.  Fly.  

 

Dick Phinney 

941 697-8421, gphinney@comcast.com. 

Dick has a 22ft. Scout. 

  

Preston Jones 

941-729-3306: jonesp018@yahoo.com: Lower Tampa Bay, Terra Ceia Bay, Northern Sarasota Bay including Anna 

Maria Sound or anywhere else. Fly only. 

.    

 

Capt. Rick Grassettôs Fly Fishing Forecast for February 2009 

 

 February is one of the tougher months of the year for fishing, although if you fish smart, it can be good. 

Weather and tide are the two biggest factors and although we canôt control weather, we can predict it and we can 

choose the best tides for whatever species we are targeting. Fish will feed more as fronts are approaching and the ba-

rometer is falling. High pressure behind a front makes fishing tougher due to cool air and wind. Negative low tides, 

surrounding the new and full moons will concentrate reds and trout in potholes. If you are flexible as to when you can 

fish, you can be there under the best weather and tide conditions. 

 Reds and trout are two species that are less affected by cold water. We will have negative low tides on either 

side of the full moon on Feb. 9th and the new moon on Feb. 24th. This will concentrate reds, trout and maybe snook, 

depending on water temperature, in potholes on flats and along sand bar drop-offs. This is a real advantage because 

instead of fishing 100% of the water to locate fish, you may only need to fish 50% of the water. The downside to 

negative low tides is that it makes it tough to move around in a boat on the flats. You may not be able to get to a spot 

that you want to fish in your boat, however you can wade from pothole to pothole and be very effective. As the tide 

rises, fish will spread out on the flats and may tail on shallow flats, particularly in Gasparilla Sound in Charlotte Har-

bor. Pay attention to dry flats with wading birds on them, since this is where reds may also be feeding when the tide 

rises. I occasionally see reds tail in north Sarasota Bay and lower Tampa Bay but not to the extent that I see them in 

Charlotte Harbor. 

 I like to use weighted flies, such as Clousers, crab patterns or my Flats Minnow, when targeting reds and trout 

in potholes. Slow your presentation down and work your fly along the bottom of potholes. When fishing in shallow 

grass, you will need to use flies with weed guards or that suspend in the water column. 
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Steve Gibson              EMAIL: steve@kayakfishingsarasota.com 

PH: 941-379-2839             www.kayakfishingsarasota.com   

                                           www.floridaflyfishing.ning.com                                                                 

 

Capt. Rick Grassett  MAIL: snookfin@aol.com 
PH: 941-923-7799 www.snookfin-addict.com 

                                           www.flyfishingflorida.net  

 

Capt. Pete Greenan            EMAIL: captpete@floridaflyfishing.com 

PH: 941-232-2960              www.floridaflyfishing.com 

               923-6095               

 

Capt. Bobby Hillbrunner    EMAIL: fishnflyer@earthlink.net 

PH: 941-751-6635  

                320-9791 

Capt. Tony Petrella            EMAIL: tightloops@peoplepc.com 

PH: 941-496-4289             www.tightloopsflyfishing.com 
 

Capt Mark Phelps,      EMAIL: shorethangcharter@hotmail.com 

PH: 843-475-1274             www.shorethangcharters.com 

 

Capt. Terry Frankford       EMAIL: terry.franford@verizon.net 

PH 941-228-45563              

C - 228-7802 

 

Capt. Al White                  EMAIL: bocaonthefly@yahoo.com 

PH  941-697-0320             www.bocaonthefly.com 

C 941-830-1375 
 

Capt.Ray Markham           EMAIL: Flatback@tampabay.rr.com 

PH 941-723-2655 

C    941-228-3474 

 

Capt. John Hand                EMAIL: tomatoesjh@yahoo.com 

PH 239-842-7778              www.redfishlandingguideservice.com 

 

Capt Steve Warren             EMAIL: martybw7@comcast.net 

PH 941-302-4544               www.summertime.qpg.com 

 

 
Capt. Rick Depaiva            EMAIL: flynutt@aol.com 

 PH 1-239-246-8726           www.saltwaterflyfishing.org         

CBôs Saltwater Outfitters 

1249 Stickney Point Road 

Siesta Key, FL 34242  

941-349-4400 

www.CBsOutfitters.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Economy Tackle 
6018 S. Tamiami Trail  

Sarasota, FL 34231 

941-922-9671  

www.floridakayak.com 

 

Casey Key Anglers & Outfitters 
Venice, FL 

820 Albee Road - Nokomis, FL 34275 

941-483-1115 

www.CaseyKeyAnglersandOutfitters.co 

 

Discount Tackle Outlet 

3113 First Street East 

Bradenton, FL  34208 

 

Joey Dôs Chicago Style Eatery & Pizzeria 

4304 14th Street West 

Bradenton, Fl 34205 

940-753-8900 

 

Tony Saviano, Allianz Life Insurance Co 

General Agent, Annuity & Life Insurance 

7311 52nd Drive East 

Bradenton, Fl 34203 

941-727-0501 

tsaviano@verizon.net 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

REMEMBER TO SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS AND GUIDES 
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Allianz Life Insurance Company  

Tony Saviano 

General Agent,  

Annuity and Life Insurance 

 941-727-0501 

 tsaviano@verizon.net 

mailto:bocaonthefly@yahoo.com
http://www.saltwaterflyfishing.org
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You will also find lots of action with trout, bluefish, jacks and ladyfish on deep grass flats from 3ô to 7ô deep. I like 

to drift and cast weighted flies on intermediate or intermediate sink-tip fly lines ahead of my drift to locate fish. Syn-

thetic fiber flies will hold up better when blues or ladyfish are around. Sarasota Bay has lots of good grass flats for 

this type of fishing. The Marina Jack flat, Radio Tower flat, Middleground flat, Stephens Point and Bishops Point are 

a few of my favorites. It is best to fish these areas when the tide is moving. Look for baitfish, diving birds or fish feed-

ing near the surface. If none of these things are obvious, cast to ñseamsò where light (sand) and dark (grass) bottom 

meet. You might find pompano in these areas if itôs not too cold. Look for them ñskippingò on the surface to indicate 

their presence. You may also find pompano, blues and ladyfish in Sarasotaôs Big Pass or New Pass. Sometimes there 

may be surface activity to give their presence away, but usually youôll need to drift to locate them. In shallower areas 

you can cast ahead of the drift with an intermediate or intermediate sink-tip fly line and in deeper portions of passes 

you can drift and cast across the current with a faster sinking fly line. I like to use a 300 or 350-grain fly line with an 

Ultra Hair Clouser fly in deep portions of passes. 

 Fishing around docks, especially when the tide is low, is an effective technique for reds, snook, flounder, 

sheepshead or jacks. I like docks that have deep water, crusty pilings and a good tidal flow. Cast your fly as close to 

the structure as possible and let it sink before beginning your retrieve.  

 Snook (catch and release only during February) are more temperature sensitive than most other species. When 

the water is below 60 degrees, I wonôt target them since their survivability is questionable when it is that cold. How-

ever, I have found snook feeding heavily with water temperatures in the low 60ôs. Youôll find them in rivers, creeks 

and canals this month, although on sunny afternoons they may venture on to shallow flats to feed. One of the most 

effective areas to fish this time of the year is in the ICW at night. The area known as ñsnook alleyò from Blackburn 

Bay to south of the Venice Inlet is an excellent area to fish for snook. You will want to fish when there is a good tidal 

flow for the best action. I like to anchor my flats skiff a cast away (40ô-50ô) and slightly up tide of the dock or bridge 

fender that I am going to fish. Cast up tide of the area with small white flies, like my Snook Minnow, and let the tide 

swing your fly towards the shadow line as you strip it across the current. 

 On a nice day, you might venture into the coastal gulf. Bluefish or little tunny may be feeding on the surface. 

Look for birds, particularly terns, hovering just above the water, and baitfish or predators ñbreakingò the surface to 

find them. You should be prepared to fish the whole water column. A Crease fly or popper on a floating line and a 

Clouser or wider profile fly, depending on what size bait is there, fished on an intermediate or faster sinking fly line 

will get the job done. Another option is to look for birds rafted up on the surface. This usually indicates bait that is 

deeper in the water column. If you hang out next to them, predators may pass through the area and force baitfish to the 

surface. You can also probe the deeper water with a weighted fly on a sinking fly line to catch fish that are feeding 

deeper in the water column. 

 I usually let the fish and conditions determine what I will do on any given day. If you have flexibility as to 

when you can fish, try to fish ahead of approaching fronts. Negative low tides will concentrate fish for you making 

them easier to find. Afternoons may be better than mornings on cold days following fronts. One of my favorite things 

to do this month is to target reds and trout in potholes or reds tailing on shallow grass flats. Whatever you choose to 

do, remember to always limit your kill, donôt kill your limit! 

 

Tight Lines, 

Capt. Rick Grassett                                             

Snook Fin-Addict Guide Service, Inc.                

FFF Certified Fly Casting Instructor                   

(941) 923-7799 

E-Mail snookfin@aol.com  

www.flyfishingflorida.net  

www.snookfin-addict.com                                           

 
. 

Contôd from pg 4 
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RANDOM THOUGHTS FROM THE TYING BENCH 
By C.W. ñDonò Coleman, Chief Curmudgeon 

 

FLY ROD GUIDES ð Rod crafters have different opinions on whether to place fly rod guides on the ñhardò side 

(along the marked spine on the inside of the bend), or on the ñsoftò side (along the outside of the bend). Some manu-

facturers pay little attention to the spine. Redington tries to optimize the positive effects of spine by placing the guides 

on the butt section opposite those on the tip section. Others spine only the tip section, or the top two sections on multi-

piece rods. And someðwith high quality rodsðignore the problem completely. 

 

If the guides are placed along the hard side, in line with the mark on the inside of the bend, the rod will not twist in 

your hand when loaded during the backcast or when fighting the fish, either of which places a greater load on the rod 

than does the forward cast. This is my preference. 

 

Stripping guides on most commercial rods are too small. On 8 wt. rods and larger, I believe the stripping guide should 

be at least 20 mm--preferably SIC guides. The second stripping guide should be a minimum of 12 mm. Snake guides 

should drop from size 6 to 5 to 4, and the tip should be extra large. 

 

PROPORTIONS ð The most difficult part of tying dry flies for freshwater trout is achieving proper proportions. 

The tail and wing and hackle must all be the correct length, and the materials must be precisely located on the hook, 

or the fly will not land or float correctly. While proportions for saltwater baitfish patterns are not as critical, they are 

still important. Here are some rules-of-thumb for proportioning streamer flies tied on standard length, saltwater hooks. 

 

The total length of flies without tails, e.g. glass minnows, bendbacks, and clousers, should be approximately 2 to 2 1/2 

times the over-all length of the hook. Such flies are typically between 2ò and 3ò long. 

 

The total length of flies with tails, e.g. deceivers, should be approximately 3 to 3 1/2 times the over-all length of the 

hook. Such flies are typically between 3ò and 5ò long, or longer. 

 

Collars, throats and toppings should reach to a point 1/2 to 2/3 the length of the tail. Beards should be cut off short of 

the hook point. Thread heads should be kept shortðbetween I and 1-1/2 hook eye lengths is ideal. 

 

FOUR HANDY GADGETSð35mm Film Canisters (I like the milky colored ones) filled with a copper pot scrubber 

(comes two to a package from the supermarket) and with a small hole drilled in the top is a great help in keeping your 

bodkin clean and handy and the point out of harms way. A 6 inch metal Handy Gauge, which ladies use to measure 

hems, is available in any sewing store or notions counter. It is very useful for measuring the length of flies, and for a 

straight-edge when marking closed cell foam for foam flies. If you use a Renzetti true rotary vise with a straight 

Clouser Arm (which I prefer over of the bent arm model) you can, if you want to replicate flies, mark the fly length on 

the arm. If you apply 5-minute epoxy to a fly, and do not have a rotary vise to turn the fly until the epoxy sets, use a 

spring loaded plastic Clothes Pin to grasp the bend of the hook and to turn the fly by hand. 

 

CASTING TIP                       

"Never use the whole line if you can get closer".  Charley Waterman made that statement ten years ago and he is 

right.  If conditions allow, move closer to the fish before you cast.  Be stealthy with wading and moving the 

boat...study to be quiet and keep a low profile.  Keep the rod off to the side and keep the line traveling low to the wa-

ter avoiding line reflections from the sun.  Angle your casts to be slightly rising at the end of the cast to permit the fly 

a delicate entry into the water.  You can be more accurate and make a better presentation by being closer to the 

fish.  However, on occasion your only chance at a fish is to make a long throw.  Lefty said it years ago --the farther 

you can cast, the more opportunities you will have.  And, practicing at long range will improve your short-

range accuracy and make those closer casts seem like child's play.                       Dusty Sprague 
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Mangrove Coast Fly Fishing Club 

    FLY CASTING CLINIC  
 

     FEBUARY 21, 2009  10am-2pm 
The Eagles Club 

2926 Wilkinson Road 

Sarasota 

 

Come and enjoy a day of exciting action learning 
how to fly cast! 

Casting clinic starts at 10:00am 

Professional instruction given by master certified fly casting instructors. 

Learn how to tie knots and make your own fly. 

 

ééééééLUNCH WILL BE SERVEDééééééé 

 

Test the skills you have learned by participating in the famous ñDanish Fly Casting Gamesò at the 

end of the clinic. 

 

FUN FOR EVERYONE---ALL AGES AND LEVELS WELCOME ! 
Non- mcff members $35.00.ééémcff members $20.00 

 

Fly rods will be available on a first come basis 

 

CONTACT: Melissa Littlewood @   

"mail to:littlewood@verizon.net" or 923-4349  
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OUTINGS REPORT     

Those of you who did not make it to the Don Coleman Classic on December 20 missed out on a great day of fishing, 

food and camaraderie. The Tampa Bay Fly Fishing club joined us and our gracious hosts the Suncoast Fly Fishing 

Club on what turned out to be a perfect day.  Although it started out quite foggy ( a white knuckle drive to Bradenton) 

and then an are we there yet, are we there yet from me as Preston maneuvered his new boat9 in the fog on the Bay, we 

finally managed to catch up with the group for lunch. The attached 

photos speak for themselves.                Pat Beckwith 
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Monthly Meetings 

Raffles 

Boat Sharing 

Fly Casting Instruction 

Fly Tying Instruction  

Fishing Reports 

Newsletter 

Web Page 

Club Outings and trips 

Membership in Federation of Fly Fishers 

Full Library of books and DVDôs for Fly Fishing 

 
 

                     

 

MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS  
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Would you believe this was caught on a 5 wt? 

Capt Pete and Ron 

Whitely showing 

off some fine 

specimens 

Will Hallett fighting a Lady Fish at the Don Coleman 

Classic 

Capt John Hand on a good day 



2003 Action Craft 1820 SE Hybrid (Kevlar/Carbon Fiber hull), 

Mercury 115 4-Stroke eng, Rolls alum. trailer with spare tire, 

Loaded w/ options! Bob's Machine shop jack plate, Garmin 498 

GPS/Bottom machine combo unit, Standard Horizon VHF radio, 

Lenco Troll N' Tab dual 24 volt trolling motor system with spare 

components, 3 new West Marine AGM deep cycle batteries, side 

mounted console w/ Todd removable pedestal & swivel chair in 

cockpit (Keys style), Stiffy push pole, all maintenance records 

available. Price reduced to $20,900 or best offer. Contact Capt. 

Rick Grassett at 941-923-7799 or snookfin@aol.com 
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MEMBERS REPORT 

Fished Tuesday night at 8:30 p.m., 1/13/09 just as the cold front was 

moving in with former MCFF President John Freeman (the young 

one).  Weather called for wind from the North/ North West at 10 

miles an hour and an incoming tide.  Of course once we got to the 

Venice Yacht Club we realized that the wind was blowing steady at 

20-25 miles an hour and the tide was still going out.  Luckily our de-

termination prevailed and we braved the weather (a light breeze by 

Andros South standards).  After several attempts we were finally able 

to anchor about 50-60 feet off of the north west bridge fender of the 

Nokomis bridge in the heart of snook alley.  Snook were boiling and 

popping all over under the light.  With the near gale force winds at 

our backs we were able to lay out our lines and leaders in a perfectly 

straight line, with the aplomb of Pete Greenan at a casting clinic.  Un-

fortunately our back casts were whipping and popping at the water 

and hooking up all over the front of the boat at various times.  Once we got a hang of the wind and boat our all white 

snook flies did the rest.  We would cast as near as possible to the fender and if it didn't quite make it we just paid line 

out with the tide to get it nice and close before beginning the retrieve.  We both had 8 weight floating line with tapered 

leaders and 30 pound bite tippet.  I used a 1 1/2 inch all white 

craft fur streamer with a fairly big profile, stick on eyes and 

some pearl crystal flash.  I used short 10 inch strips with a 

pause in between to allow the fly to flutter with the wind 

aided outgoing tide.  John was using a slightly smaller all 

white fly.  We caught 10-15 snook between us to 24 inches, 

see picture.  I lost at least 3-4 other big feeling snook at vari-

ous stages of the fight until I broke down and looked at my 

hook to see that it had been ever so slightly opened up by one 

of the monster hits.  After bending it back slightly, it was too 

fast and furious to tie on a new fly, I landed the 24 

incher.  Once the wind died down and the tide went slack, at 

just about the same time, it was over at about 10:30 or so.  We 

unhooked, chugged a beer or two and hit a lighted dock just 

around the corner from the Yacht Club that has been good to 

us.  However the tide had not started to move again so after a 

couple more 20-21 inchers and some slimy lady fish it was back to the dock.  In bed by 1:00 a.m. and back to work, a 

little rough around the edges but smiling the next day.  Tony Ryan 

FOR SALE 

 

mailto:snookfin@aol.com


FLY OF THE MONTH  

The Clousar Deep Minnow 

by Rick Davidson 

 All of the flies you tie generally will catch fish.  There are a few though that actually catch more than their fair share 

of fish.  The ñclousar minnowò is one of these flies.  I think you would be hard pressed to find a person who fly fishes 

in saltwater that did not have a selection of these fine flies in his or her fly box.  The ñclousar minnowò was originally 

developed as a fresh water fly and used for fishing for small mouthed bass on the Susquehanna River in Pennsylvania.  

The fly was developed by Bob Clousar.  Hook sizes and styles will vary from angler to angler.  Try different color 

combinations also.  The basic colors for the clousar are white and green. 

  

INSTRUCTIONS FOR TYING:  

1.  About one-third of the way back from the eye, attach the painted eyes.  Secure them with cross wraps.  A drop or 

two of lacquer or crazy glue over the wraps is recommended. 

2.  Attach bucktail in front of the eyes.  Bring thread to the rear of the eyes, pull bucktail back then secure there.  

Wrap bucktail to about two-thirds of shank length to keep hair from wrapping around shank or tangling.  Bring 

thread forward, ahead of eyes. 

3. Now, turn hook over in vise and add tinsel, normally a mixture of crystal flash and flashabou.  Tie down in front 

of eyes only, for greater freedom of movement. 

4. Add top wing of contrasting or matching color bucktail.  As with flash, fasten only ahead of the eyes and tilted 

slightly upward for better action.  Top wing should have about twice as many fibers as bottom and be slightly 

longer.  Whip finish and lacquer or epoxy. 

5. Your clousar deep minnow is finished.  Good luck and tight lines to all of you. 
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