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I don‘t know about you all but I‘ve had serious issues with this damn wind and weeks of never 

ending cold. AAARRGGHHH!!! Talk about cabin fever……..in my case it‘s ―condo fever‖. I 

look out and see 5 foot waves curling in the bay and weep. 

 

Otherwise, life is good. We clean fly lines, clean reels, tie flys, read books and magazines 

about wonderful fishing experiences, watch videos and spend too much time on the computer. 

Just anxiously awaiting time on the water. 

 

We now have an outing committee planning some fun trips guaranteed to put us in to fish. 

Guaranteed? Is anything in this sport guaranteed? Maybe occasional  frustration. They‘re all 

good experienced fishermen so we can feel confident of a good time. Join them on their out-

ings. They‘ll appreciate your participation and camaraderie.  

 

The January newsletter had some great pictures of fish, fisherwomen, fishermen, fish, outing participants and an inter-

esting ―Members Report‖ from two brave (kooky?) stalwarts on a night snook foray. It sounds like they had a wild but 

rewarding evening. But, notice that neither one of them is smiling. Send in your pictures and stories to share with us 

all 

. 

The winner of the trip offered by Capt. John Hand will be selected from the raffle basket this month. John, in addition 

to being a first class BBQ chef, is an outstanding Orvis endorsed professional guide. He has donated a number of trips 

to the club for use as fund raisers. We much appreciate his generosity and thoughtfulness.  

Other guides have donated trips, also. They will be offered, raffled and drawn on a semi monthly basis. So, we‘ll have 

two months to buy a chance on each one. What a deal! More benefits from your MCFF membership. 

If you‘re in to praying, pray for warm weather, warm water and a hot bite. It‘ll soon come together and you‘ll see your 

Clouser attacked by a monster snook and you‘ll come tight as a bow string. 

 

FEBRUARY SPEAKER 

 
My Name is Ron Whiteley. I live at Rotonda West which is a few miles from Boca 

Grande. 

  

I was raised in New Jersey where my Dad often took me along on saltwater fishing 

trips.  I got hooked on fishing at about 8 years old.   

  

Joined the Navy at 18 and traveled a lot in the Submarine Service.  Fished for Atlantic 

Salmon and Cod  in Scotland, Largemouth, Trout, Bluefish and weakfish in Spain. Trout 

and Pike in Germany.  
                 Cont‘d pg 2 



2003 Action Craft 1820 SE Hybrid (Kevlar/Carbon Fiber hull), 

Mercury 115 4-Stroke eng, Rolls alum. trailer with spare tire, 

Loaded w/ options! Bob's Machine shop jack plate, Garmin 498 

GPS/Bottom machine combo unit, Standard Horizon VHF radio, 

Lenco Troll N' Tab dual 24 volt trolling motor system with spare 

components, 3 new West Marine AGM deep cycle batteries, side 

mounted console w/ Todd removable pedestal & swivel chair in 

cockpit (Keys style), Stiffy push pole, all maintenance records 

available. Price reduced to $20,900 or best offer. Contact Capt. 

Rick Grassett at 941-923-7799 or snookfin@aol.com 
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Caught everything there is to catch in New England. In 1970 I held the world record for Largemouth Bass on 4 

pound line with a 9 lb 8 oz fish caught in Connecticut.  I did a lot of largemouth fishing and routinely took fish 

over 8 pound from New England Lakes. 

  

In South Carolina I fished for landlocked and saltwater Striped Bass, as well as every thing that swims in the 

state. 

  

Having been stationed in Key West on several occasions, I have fished the entire Keys.  

I was the Ordnance Officer for the Naval Base in Key West from 1970 to 1972. I was in charge of Fleming 

Key. Had a house on the water and took my boat back and forth to work on most days. Left claw marks all the 

way up Route 1 when I was transferred out.  

  

However, I was transferred to Newport RI where my job included extensive travel to Fort Lauderdale and An-

dros Island or Puerto Rico and St. Croix USVI. Life was good, fishing was better. 

  

I retired from the Navy in 1982 with 20 years service as a Commissioned Warrant Officer, W4. I have over 2 

years submerged time under the ocean. Worked for General Dynamics, Electric Boat as an Engineering Super-

visor for Training Systems Development.  

  

In 1993 at age 51, I said screw this and retired permanently to go fishing.   

  

I travel a lot and have fished for Giant Brook Trout in Labrador to Giant Marlin in Costa Rica all on a fly 

rod.  I fished Jardines de la Reinas in Cuba for 3 years in row, The best flats fishing on the planet!!!  I fished 

Coco Cohiba,  Nicaragua for giant Tarpon and Snook.  I have fished Crocodile Bay Lodge and Bahia Carrillo 

in Costa Rica for big Roosterfish, big Black Snook, sails and Marlin, Mexico for big largemouth bass, Mon-

tana, Arkansas and Georgia for big trout. 

  

I have been the President of the CT/RI Coastal Fly Fishers, Thames River Watershed Assn., Life member of 

Trout Unlimited, Member of the Recreational Fishing Alliance, Mangrove Coast Fly Fishers and several other 

fishing groups.  I served on the State Board of CCA-CT for a short period until I discovered what they really 

do with all their money.  I have fought to protect our fisheries resources for many years and received numerous 

from the White House on down. 

  

I have fished with Lefty Kreh, Nick Curcione and many others that I call friends 

 

FOR SALE 

From pg 1 
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Place an advertisement in the MCFF news letter. 

 

 

 
News letter ads will be accepted in a limited number starting immediately and will run for 12 issues. 

You may support your business, your cause or MCFF. 

 

Ads will reach approximately 150-160 members every month. In addition, 50 hard copies are distrib-

uted from area tackle shops. The reach is then extended to others beyond the membership 

 

The cost for 12 issues regardless of start date is: 

 

Business card size-$100 

 

Quarter page size-$175 

 

The annualized cost to reach each recipient with a $100 ad is $.04. 

 

For a$175 ad it‘s only $.07 

 

Ad copy may be color or black and white and sent the news letter editor in jpeg format. 
Space will be, of necessity limited so reserve space or send your ad in ASAP. 

 

 

 

 
CASTING TIP 

  
Are you spooking fish, getting tired, and wasting time ?  There could be several reasons but one is too many false casts.  Many 
anglers spend more time with their fly in the air than in the water.  False casting is essential for a number of reasons but many of 

us over-do it.  We take too much time extending line, adjusting stroke, rod arc, power application, and trajectory, trying for the 

perfect 'load'.   By the time we're ready to put the fly in the water we've lost sight of the fish, or the fish or boat has moved too 

far or the angle has worsened or the fish has been alerted by the line or reflection of the sun off the line. You'll do much better in 
many respects if you learn to present the fly with no more than three false casts taking no more than 5 seconds.   To reach 

that goal consider the following:  Don't strip the fly all the way back on the retrieve. Leave as much line on the water as condi-

tions permit.  You'll consequently need less false casts to extend line on the next presentation.  Learn and practice shooting line 
on both the forward and back cast.  Recall -- shoot line after the rod has stopped in each direction -- stop the rod - let the line go 

(through an O-ring formed by the thumb and index finger of the line hand).  If you let go to shoot line before the rod stop you'll 

inadvertently unload the rod too soon and kill the cast; if you let go long after the stop, you won't get a good long shoot.  Keep 
your eye on the fish during false casting and observe the line loop coming into view as it unrolls toward the fish on the forward 

cast....adjusting your power application, rod arc, stroke length, and trajectory based on what you see unrolling out front.  Drop 

that fly no later than on the fourth forward stroke or, better yet, on the third. 

 
Dusty Sprague        
  



BOAT SHARING 
 

One of the objectives of MCFF is to encourage our membership to fly fish as often as possible. The club recognizes 

that every member does not own a boat or have access to one. With that in mind, we have initiated a program that will 

help resolve this problem. Listed below are members that are willing to share their boats with other members for fish-

ing trips. If you are a member that wishes to take advantage of this opportunity, please contact one of those listed.  .    

Also, we feel that if you do share a boat, it would be appropriate to share expenses. 

If you would like to put your name on the list, send your info to patbeckw@comcast.net for inclusion.  If you want to 

go fishing, call a member on the list. 

 

Rick Schwartz 

941-966-6434.  18' Sea Pro Bay.  Prefer to fish weekdays from S. Sarasota to Charlotte Harbor. Fly and spin.  

Ron Whiteley  

 941-697-548-1453  17' Maverick HPX tunnel. Times and places you like to fish.  Yes, Fly. 

  

Roger Williams 

941-748-5477. 16 foot Scout boat.  Manatee River and Terra Ceia Bay. Weekdays only.  Spin or Fly.  

 

Phillip Waguespack 

941-474-5209.  18‘ Shoal Cat.  Fish weekends mostly.  Charlotte Harbor, Lemon Bay.  Fly.  

 

Dick Phinney 

941 697-8421, gphinney@comcast.com. 

Dick has a 22ft. Scout. 

  

Preston Jones 

941-729-3306: jonesp018@yahoo.com: Lower Tampa Bay, Terra Ceia Bay, Northern Sarasota Bay including Anna 

Maria Sound or anywhere else. Fly only. 

.    

 

Capt. Rick Grassett’s Fly Fishing Forecast for March 2009 
 . 
 

 There should be plenty of action this month. Snook season reopens, trout and reds will become more active on 

shallow flats as baitfish become more plentiful, migratory species such as Spanish mackerel, king mackerel and cobia 

should make an appearance and pompano should also be plentiful. 

 After being closed for the last 3 months on the west coast and in the Keys, snook season reopens on March 1st. 

March is usually a good month for snook around lighted docks and bridge fenders at night. They will feed primarily 

on shrimp and glass minnows in the ICW, so small white flies like Grassett‘s Snook Minnow, String Beans, Gurglers, 

glass minnow and shrimp patterns will work well. Choose a night with a good tidal flow for the best action. We are 

still vulnerable to fronts during March, so following a front if there is a significant change in water temperature, it 

could slow the action. I like to fish the ICW from Sarasota to Venice for snook at night.  

 You‘ll also find snook more plentiful on shallow grass flats and along sandbars as they move out of rivers, 

creeks and canals. They may feed on larger baitfish in these areas so wider profile flies, such as Deceivers, Enrico 

Puglisi flies and Grassett‘s Flats Minnow should be good choices for snook on the flats. Lower Tampa Bay, north 

Sarasota Bay and Gasparilla Sound are all prime areas for spring snook fishing on the flats. 

 Reds and trout will also spend more time feeding on shallow grass flats due to more plentiful baitfish. When 

the tide is low, focus on potholes and sandbars. As the tide rises, they will move higher on flats where you‘ll find 

them along mangrove shorelines and around oyster bars. Reds may tail on shallow grass flats, particularly in Gaspa-

rilla Sound. Although tailing reds are feeding, they can be challenging to catch. Many times they don‘t see your fly 

because their head is buried in mud and sea grass as they dig crabs out of the bottom. 

       Pg 4 

                                Con‘t pg 6 



Steve Gibson              EMAIL: steve@kayakfishingsarasota.com 

PH: 941-379-2839             www.kayakfishingsarasota.com   

                                           www.floridaflyfishing.ning.com                                                                 

 

Capt. Rick Grassett  MAIL: snookfin@aol.com 
PH: 941-923-7799 www.snookfin-addict.com 

                                           www.flyfishingflorida.net  

 

Capt. Pete Greenan            EMAIL: captpete@floridaflyfishing.com 

PH: 941-232-2960              www.floridaflyfishing.com 

               923-6095               

 

Capt. Bobby Hillbrunner    EMAIL: fishnflyer@earthlink.net 

PH: 941-751-6635  

                320-9791 

Capt. Tony Petrella            EMAIL: tightloops@peoplepc.com 

PH: 941-496-4289             www.tightloopsflyfishing.com 
 

Capt Mark Phelps,      EMAIL: shorethangcharter@hotmail.com 

PH: 843-475-1274             www.shorethangcharters.com 

 

Capt. Terry Frankford       EMAIL: terry.franford@verizon.net 

PH 941-228-45563              

C - 228-7802 

 

Capt. Al White                  EMAIL: bocaonthefly@yahoo.com 

PH  941-697-0320             www.bocaonthefly.com 

C 941-830-1375 
 

Capt.Ray Markham           EMAIL: Flatback@tampabay.rr.com 

PH 941-723-2655 

C    941-228-3474 

 

Capt. John Hand                EMAIL: tomatoesjh@yahoo.com 

PH 239-842-7778              www.redfishlandingguideservice.com 

 

Capt Steve Warren             EMAIL: martybw7@comcast.net 

PH 941-302-4544               www.summertime.qpg.com 

 

 
Capt. Rick Depaiva            EMAIL: flynutt@aol.com 

 PH 1-239-246-8726           www.saltwaterflyfishing.org         

CB’s Saltwater Outfitters 

1249 Stickney Point Road 

Siesta Key, FL 34242  

941-349-4400 

www.CBsOutfitters.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Economy Tackle 
6018 S. Tamiami Trail  

Sarasota, FL 34231 

941-922-9671  

www.floridakayak.com 

 

Casey Key Anglers & Outfitters 
Venice, FL 

820 Albee Road - Nokomis, FL 34275 

941-483-1115 

www.CaseyKeyAnglersandOutfitters.co 

 

Discount Tackle Outlet 

3113 First Street East 

Bradenton, FL  34208 

 

Joey D’s Chicago Style Eatery & Pizzeria 

4304 14th Street West 

Bradenton, Fl 34205 

940-753-8900 

 

Tony Saviano, Allianz Life Insurance Co 

General Agent, Annuity & Life Insurance 

7311 52nd Drive East 

Bradenton, Fl 34203 

941-727-0501 

tsaviano@verizon.net 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

REMEMBER TO SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS AND GUIDES 
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Allianz Life Insurance Company  

Tony Saviano 

General Agent,  

Annuity and Life Insurance 

 941-727-0501 

 tsaviano@verizon.net 

mailto:bocaonthefly@yahoo.com
http://www.saltwaterflyfishing.org
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The key to catching them is to make delicate presentations when the fish is tailing with flies that are weedless or that 

suspend in the water column. When the tail disappears, the fish is horizontal and searching for the next morsel. A 

slight twitch of your fly could draw a big strike! You can also target reds and trout in potholes weighted flies. I have 

done well with big trout in shallow water at this time of the year. They can be sight-fished in potholes or on the edges 

of sand bars and spoil islands, but you will need light colored bottom to see them. There is nothing better than watch-

ing a fish react to your fly as you make that perfect presentation! 

 Deep grass flats should have plenty of action with trout, ladyfish, bluefish or pompano. Drift deep grass 

flats and cast ahead of your drift with weighted flies on intermediate or intermediate sink-tip fly lines. Trout on deep 

grass flats will usually be smaller than those found in shallow water. However, since big trout may eat smaller ones 

you will sometimes find a few ―gators‖ around schools of small trout. Pompano may come and go from day to day 

depending on weather conditions, but deep grass flats or passes are the places that you‘ll find them. Drift with the tide 

and cast weighted flies on fast sinking fly lines for pompano in passes. I prefer Orvis 300 or 350-grain Depth Charge 

fly lines when fishing passes for pompano. These fly lines are also useful for fishing deeper water in the coastal gulf 

when fish aren‘t near the surface. 

 We should also get some action with Spanish and king mackerel and cobia this month. As the coastal gulf 

warms to the high 60‘s and low 70‘s later in the month, these species will migrate north following baitfish schools. 

Little tunny (a.k.a. bonito or false albacore) may also be around during March. If baitfish are plentiful along the 

beach they should be in that area feeding on them, otherwise they might be further offshore. Look for surface activity, 

such as diving terns or fish ―breaking‖ the surface to find Spanish mackerel and little tunny. They may also have king 

mackerel or bluefish in the same areas. You will need to use wire or heavy fluorocarbon (60-pound test) when target-

ing toothy fish such as mackerel and blues. I use Ultra Hair Clouser flies tied tarpon style on long shank hooks 

(Mustad # 34011). With the material tied ½ way back on the hook shank, it leaves part of the hook shank exposed, 

which acts as a ―bite guard‖. 

 Cobia may be found cruising on the surface or hanging around crab trap floats where you can cast flies to 

them. Big bulky flies, such as Deceivers, Enrico Puglisi flies or tarpon bunnies will all work for cobia. In the absence 

of surface activity, try one of the many artificial reefs or natural hard bottom in our area. You can drift over the struc-

ture or anchor on it, but you‘ll probably need to fish deeper in the water column in these areas. 

 Tripletail is another species that you may find in the coastal gulf after the water warms to the high 60‘s or low 

70‘s. I prefer to fish them on a light southeast breeze, which is favorable for them to be close to the surface around 

crab trap floats or buoys. Once you‘ve found them, cast flies, such as Clousers, Flats Minnows or shrimp patterns to 

them. Try to make your first presentation count since they are much harder to catch once they know you are there. 

 There are lots of options this month, but weather will still be a big factor. This is a month of transition with 

migratory species moving north in the coastal gulf and many inshore species moving out of their winter quarters. If 

you are interested in learning how to fly fish, there is still time to register for the CB‘s Saltwater Outfitters Orvis-

Endorsed fly fishing school on March 14th. I will be the instructor for the course. Call CB‘s Saltwater Outfitters at 

(941) 349-4400 to register. Whatever you choose to do, remember to always limit your kill, don’t kill your limit! 

 

 

 

Tight Lines, 

Capt. Rick Grassett 

Snook Fin-Addict Guide Service, Inc. 

FFF Certified Fly Casting Instructor 

(941) 923-7799 

E-mail snookfin@aol.com 

www.flyfishingflorida.net and www.snookfin-addict.com  

Cont‘d from pg 4 
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RANDOM THOUGHTS FROM THE TYING BENCH 
By C.W. ñDonò Coleman, Chief Curmudgeon 

 
FLY TYING VISES — Note that I used an ―s‘ and not a ―c‖ in the word vise. You have your own vices and I have mine. But I 

reached 81 years of age because I have a pure heart and a clear conscience. Go ye forth and do likewise. In any event, you will 

thank yourself a thousand times if you spend the money necessary to buy a good, true rotary vise. I can highly recommend a 

Renzetti, Saltwater Traveler vise with a Clouser Arm. Buying a cheap vise is not worth the price. Of course, if you have the 
money you could buy Renzetti‘s Master vise. For the record, I am not connected with the Renzetti firm. 

 

MOUNTING HOOKS — Always place a hook in the vise with the jaws gripping the bend of the hook. Do not try to hide the 
hook point with the jaws of the vise. The part of the hook from the bottom of the bend to the hook point is tapered. When paral-

lel vise jaws grip the tapered part of the hook it will tend to spin in the vise when pressure is applied by the tying thread. Always 

tighten the hook with the shank of the hook level to provide a level foundation for building your fly.  
 

GETTING SKUNKED — We all have had our good days and our bad days on the water. Some days you just cannot win, de-

spite the impressions presented by authors in the magazines. And you have to remember that the good fish shown in the videos 

are the best caught all day—or all week. Dolly Parton say‘s ―We wouldn‘t have a rainbow without the rain.‖ She also has her 
own weapons, she calls them Shock and Awe. Maybe that‘s a good name for a new series of flies. Nobody promised you a rose 

garden... but hope springs eternal. Sorry about all that. Just remember that ―fish are simple, wild creatures not possessing nearly 

the brain power most match-the-hatch advocates attribute to them.‖ —Syl Nemes 
 

DOUBLE GURGLERS — Jack Gartside, fly tyer extraordinary, has improved on his widely successful Gurgler pattern, a sur-

face commotion fly. Building hard bodied poppers may be your idea of fun but it is not fly tying. Jack uses his gurgler when the 
wind is low and the surface of the water is relatively unruffled or when the fish are lethargic or when they need a little st irring 

up. It beats throwing rocks in the water to wake them up. Jack claims that in one year he caught over 3000 stripers and fully one 

third of them on a gurgler. His double gurgler utilizes 1/16 inch thick Fun Foam from a craft shop instead of the harder 1/8 inch 

foam from a fly shop. You can glue two layers of Fun Foam together with rubber cement to make the thicker foam. The new de-
sign uses a four or six feather flatwing tail tied curved side down over a platform of white bucktail, but without an uplifting sup-

port hackle. Pearl Flashabou is then tied over the tail. The body consists of mylar picked out to form a rough, sparkly body, 

which is ribbed with a white saddle hackle. I can visualize using Pearl Sparkle Chenille for the body with the hackle rib. The 1/8 
inch thick shell is rounded at the back and tied in flat over the bend of the hook. The shell is pulled forward over the body—

stretching it a little—and tied in behind the hook eye, leaving about 1/4 inch projecting upward to create a gurgle when re-

trieved—just like the original Gurgler. The forward projection can be trimmed close to create a slider. Jack says, ―It brings fish 

up from depths you wouldn‘t believe. 

 
MAXIMS: Fish are in harmony with their environment. 

When they are chasing baitfish in quiet water they will chase your fly. When they are feeding on the ‗drift‖ they will 

not usually chase your fly, but will take it if it comes to them with the current. 

FOR SALE 
 

15 hp Evinrude electric start OB. 

1991 has less than 10 operating hrs.  Original owner.  Excellent conditio9n.  Includes battery case, gas tank and 

mounting lock.  Used on Zodiac inflatable as dinghy.  Original cost $1750.  Asking $650 OBO.  Call Fred Mazanac at 

925-1395 

 

REMINDER 

 
Your MCFF Dues are payable this month.  If you have not already paid, please see Cynthia Dunayer  at the meeting. 
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MEMBERS REPORT 
 
 
 

Fishing Report Feb 09 

  

―I‘m a fair weather fisherman, and can‘t wait until spring,‖ I said to a fellow fly fisherman I‘d just met two minutes 

earlier at a Waynesville N.C. coffee shop. 

 

―If you want to see what you‘re missing, why don‘t you join me tomorrow.  I‘m going fishing in Cherokee (NC),‖ 

was his response. 

 

As I have said before about Pete Greenan‘s advice to use line dressing, you are never too old to learn.  Winter fish-

ing is out of this world! 

 

The next day, we fished the fly-fishing, catch and release only stretch of the Raven Fork River in Cherokee, NC., 

which is located about 1.25 hours west of Asheville, 3 hours from Atlanta Airport or 35 minutes from my home in 

Franklin. The atmospheric temperature started at 32 degrees in the morning and reached the 50‘s in the afternoon.  

Water temperature: 35 degrees.  With layering of sweaters and neoprene waders, it was a comfortable introduction 

to fly-fishing in the mountains during the winter. 

 

The river that joins the Oconoluftee in this same section is average 40 feet wide and includes riffles, runs and pools 

of varying depth.  Short side arm casts and roll casts are the most used casts due to the trees and other flycatchers on 

the banks.  Needless to say there aren‘t a lot of aquatic insects flying about in mid-winter so the nymph is the food 

of the day.  I use a 4wt, 9‘ rod with WF 4wt floating line and a 7 ½ ft, 4X (6 lb) leader with two 20‖ sections of 4 lb 

tippet.  The dead drift buffet consists of a #12 or #14 bead head Woolly Bugger or similar attractor and a #18-#20 

bead head nymph dropper.  The dropper is changed often until you get some takers.  Even then quite a bit of chang-

ing is done throughout the day, because what they are feeding on is what is being randomly dislodged from the bot-

tom, not necessarily what is hatching.  By the way there can be some minor hatch to occur as the day warms up. 

In the three occasions that I have fished in the last 10 days, I have 

caught several fish 12‖ to 22‖.  Luckily I was with my ―new 

friend‖ when I landed the 22‖ rainbow. 

 

I can‘t vouch for the rest of North Carolina, but this northwest 

section is the land of many trout and smallmouth bass waters.  

However, I can vouch for the brotherhood of fly-fishers.  In all 

my travels and interests I have never found a more accommodat-

ing and facilitating group of individuals, as are the fly-fishers. 

Whether it is my group of friends at our club or these strangers 

becoming friends in the mountains, it seems that it is the charter 

of all fly-fishers to help others catch fish.  Up here they tell you 

what bodies of water, what runs, what pools, what flies.  I even 

had two different fellows who where catching fish in two differ-

ent productive areas invite me to get much closer to them than I 

was first inclined so I could fish in the same run/pool. 

 
 
 
 
Tom Hopkins 
Bradenton, FL/Franklin, NC 
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14th Annual CCA Sarasota “Photo All-Release Challenge 
 

The Sarasota chapter of Coastal Conservation Association will hold their 14th annual ―Photo All-Release Challenge‖ 

fishing tournament out of Sarasota Hotel and Marina (formerly Sarasota Cay Club), 7150 N. Tamiami Trail in Sara-

sota on Saturday, April 25, 2009. There will be a mandatory angler meeting on Friday evening, April 24th. The tour-

nament features a catch-photo-release format for snook, redfish and trout with anglers using identical boxes of lures or 

flies that are provided.  

 

Anglers will photograph their catch with their own digital cameras, which must have a removable memory card. Divi-

sions include Grand Slam (largest snook, redfish and trout), Angler (most inches per species), Largest Fish (each spe-

cies), Lady Angler (largest fish, each species), Fly Rod and Youth. The tournament, which raises money for CCA‘s 

conservation projects, also features an upscale raffle, a silent auction and an awards dinner on Saturday evening. Cost 

is $85 per angler and $30 for youth anglers (12 years old and younger). Anglers should register in advance, if possible. 

Applications will be available at fishing tackle shops, marinas and boating stores in Sarasota and Manatee counties 

and online at www.ccaflorida.org . Contact Brian Gorski at (941) 531-4019 or Capt. Bruce Burkhart at (941) 922-

3675 for more information. 

 

 

      Now that‘s what I call a mighty fine specimen Dennis 

 

Fly Fishing Heaven – Trout & Smallies 

Franklin, North Carolina 

Beautiful 3/2 luxury home overlooking the Little  

Tennessee River and Nantahala Mountains. 

2 ½ hrs Atlanta – 1 ½ hrs Asheville 

$495-$795 per week.  Book early 

.www.vacationhomerentals.com/13908 

 

Tom Hopkins 

941 773 3004 thomashopkins@earthlink.net 

A very happy 

Mike Delaney 

with the door 

prize from the 

BBQ 

http://www.vacationhomerentals.com/13908
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Monthly Meetings 

Raffles 

Boat Sharing 

Fly Casting Instruction 

Fly Tying Instruction 

Fishing Reports 

Newsletter 

Web Page 

Club Outings and trips 

Membership in Federation of Fly Fishers 

Full Library of books and DVD’s for Fly Fishing 

 
 

                     

 

MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS 
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 BAR BQ SUCCESS   

 
It was cold with a fresh wind out of the northeast when I pulled in to the Eagle Club lot at 0930. Cynthia Dunayer was 

sitting in her car drinking hot coffee. We both emerged and complained about the weather probably causing a poor 

turnout. Capt. Pete was next with all the food, charcoal and whatever else was needed to make this all work. Greg 

Huffman pulled in and started to set up the casting range. Next, Capt. John and Leslie Hand showed up. So now things 

were humming and no one was cold any more. The charcoal was lighted, cold drinks in the cooler and soon Pete and 

John had chicken and ribs on the grills making the whole area smell like a real live BBQ. 

Members, family and friends began to arrive. The weather warmed considerably and jackets were shed. Some folks 

brought wonderful side dishes tempting the early arrivals to get this thing under way. And a little later when Pete 

called out, ― the food‘s ready‖, everyone grabbed a plate and piled it up. Some came back for more hamburgers and 

hot dogs. 

Some tried casting to hit the large and small hula hoops that Greg had suspended. It wasn‘t as easy as it looked.  The 

distance range was also challenged by quite a few. A couple of guys were really getting it out there. Hints and casting 

help was afforded anyone wanting  to add to their skills.  A few first timers received some pointers from club casting 

experts. 

About 50 attendees enjoyed the day, meeting and chatting with other members and their guests. Many suggested that 

we should do this again and often. There were some excited winners of the fine prizes in the bucket raffle.  

We missed those of you that couldn‘t make it this time; Joe, John, Dick, Rick, Bob, Bill, Keith and Pat. (She was ill.) 

See you next time. Bob Parker 

 

 

Chefs Capt Hand & Capt Pete 

Evan  Jones through the hoop making 

it look so easy 
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FLY OF THE MONTH 

The UV ―Ghost‖ Minnow By Evan Jones 

 

Materials for Tying: 

 

#2-#6 saltwater hook of your choice 

Danville‘s Fine monofilament thread 

Hareline UV Minnow Belly (or regular flash, but the UV is better) 

Enrico Puglisi Fibers: White and ―Minnow Gray‖ 

Spirit River Silicone Grizzy Legs: ―crystal clear‖ 

Superglue or epoxy 

 

Instructions for Tying: 

 

Before you begin, remember that LESS IS MORE when tying this pattern. Too much material will reduce the flyôs ac-

tion and make it more opaque, both of which will ñturn offò selective fish.  

 

1) Begin thread a few turns from the eye; wrap thread back to hook bend 

 

2) Tie in UV Minnow Belly flash for tail  [photo 1] 

 

3) Take a SPARSE bit (about a dozen strands) of the white Puglisi fibers, fold in half, and tie onto the topside of the 

hook shank, just in front of the tail. [Photo 2] 

 

4) Holding the material in place (the thread is still between the tied-in halves) wrap the thread forward a few turns to 

widen the contact point between the material and the hook from a ―V‖ shape to a ―U‖ shape. This sounds weird, but 

itôs important to space the material out evenly along the hook shank.  

 

5) Turn the hook upside down in your rotary vice, and tie in the gray Puglisi fibers to the bottom of the hook shank, 

repeating steps 3 and 4 above. Try to align them with the fibers at the top of the hook shank to achieve a nice, sym-

metrical shape. [photo 3] 

 

6) Turn the hook rightside up again, and repeat steps 3 through 5 until you have covered the entire shank with fibers. 

For the last bunch right behind the eye, use double the amount of fibers previously used to give the fly a better profile. 

[photo 4] 

 

7) Tie in the silicone legs (grizzly) at the head, one on each side. Trim them to approx. ¾ of the body length.  

 

8) Whip-finish, then trim the body to the desired size and shape using either curved scissors or a careful hand. 

 

9) Apply super glue (or epoxy if you have time) to the body, pinning the rubber legs to the side of the hook shank in 

the process. This will help to make the fly more durable. You can also color the head with a red permanent marker if 

you like. [photo 5] 

 

 

           1                                            2                                            3                                     4                                              5 



MCFF FISHING OUTINGS 2009 

 

 
Tentative Outings: 
 

 
 

 

MCFF outings are meant to foster participation among members, enhancing our angling experience by sharing it 

with others, teaching new methods, learning new techniques, and trying new places to fish.  

With that in mind, the Outings committee has set up outings for the months of March and April: a freshwater trip to 

Alligator Alley and a saltwater trip to Emerson Point. 

 

We have also prepared a tentative list of locations for the rest of the year. To be sure that we plan outings that club 

members will find enjoyable, we will ask you to indicate your interest in the remaining trips by signing up at the 

February meeting. Our suggestions are listed below. Please look over the list and come to our table at the meeting 

on February 24 to sign up for March and April, to indicate your interest in the remaining trips, and to offer any sug-

gestions for other trips that might be added to the list. Based on your interests, we'll put together a definitive list for 

the remainder of the year. 

 

Thanks in advance. We look forward to seeing you at the Outings table February 24. If you can't attend the meeting, 

send a note to one of the Outing Committee members with your ideas. They are Joe Bursel 

(josephbursel@comcast .net ),  Brent  Wilson (nomsgone@yahoo.com), or John LaManna 

(bradenwhaler@yahoo.com). 

 

Here's the list. We'll have sign-up sheets at the Outings table. 

March 14 Alligator Alley – Freshwater Day Trip – Boating 

Pair-up for non-boaters is required. 

April 18 Emerson Point – Saltwater Day Trip – Wading, Kayaking, Boat-

ing 

Homosassa Saltwater – Weekday Overnight Outing 

Manasota Beach Saltwater – Beach from shore 

Turtle Beach Saltwater – Beach from shore 

Sarasota Bay Saltwater – Boating / Wading 

Mosquito Lagoon Saltwater – Weekday Overnight Outing 

Weedon Island Saltwater – Boating 

Matlacha Saltwater – Boating (Wading?) 

Cayo Costa Saltwater – Boating 

Sunshine Skyway Flats Saltwater – Wading / Kayaking 

Ft. DeSoto Saltwater – Boating / Wading (December shared trip with Tampa) 

Placida Saltwater – Boating 

Lake Okeechobee Freshwater – Boating 

Lake Placid Freshwater – Boating / Some wading 

Gulf Cove Freshwater – Boating 
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February 2009 

    Officers and Board of Directors 

Mangrove Coast Fly Fishers 

P.O. Box  3792 

Sarasota, FL 34230-3792 

                                                       

BOARD MEMBERS OFFICE     PHONE       EMAIL 

 
Robert Parker              President                                 320-2400            2bobprkr@gmail.com                               

Pete Greenan,                Past President /Publicity                    923-6095    Captpete@floridaflyfishing.com 

Evan Jones                      Vice President     726-0633 muchatrucha@gmail.com    

Cynthia Dunayer              Treasurer      322-1197 Cynthia@dunayer.net 

Ryan Miller              Director      518-1971 ryan@cuttingedgewindowtinting.com 

Capt. John Hand Secretary                                              239-842-7778 tomatoesjh@yahoo.com 

Tom Crawford                                Membership Chairman 747-8550 thomas-10096@tampabay.rr.com   

Joe Bursel Outings Coordinator 924-4382 josephbursel@comcast.net  

John LaManna Outings Coordinator 351-1519 bradenwhaler@yahoo.com 
Brent Wilson Outings Coordinator 356-7691 nomsgone@yahoo.com                  

Roger Williams,                             FFF Liaison  748-5477     rogerinke@aol.com 

Rick Grassett,                                CCA Liaison                923-7799    Snookfin@aol.com 

Greg Huffman,                              Web Site Liaison       926-9416   glhuffman@aol.com 

Craig Smothers,               Interclub Activities     266-5209    thefishdoc@comcast.net 

Joe Polidoro              Environmental Advocate                 925-2464 joepolidoro@comcast.net                                                                 

Bobby Hillbrunner             State Fisheries Liaison                  320-9791 fishflyer@earthlink.net 

Rick Smith                          Scholarship Chairman                          954-4040 rdsmith@cslcpa.com 

Pat Beckwith              Newsletter Editor                                 914-1742 patbeckw@comcast.net  

 
MCFF Club Website:           http://www.mangrovecoastflyfishers.com  

MCFF Email List & Chat:   http://groups.yahoo.com/group/MCFF/ 

MCFF  Mission:  To promote saltwater fly fishing and conserve, protect and restore Florida’s coastal fisheries and habitats. 

Meetings are on the fourth Tuesday of the month 7:00 p.m. at Twin Lakes Park in Sarasota, FL.  The Board of Directors meet on 

the second Wednesday of each month. 

The deadline for submission of material for the newsletter is the 10th of the month that you want the article published 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

 

Name/s ____________________________________________________   Date __________________________                                                                                               

 

Address____________________________________________________________________________________ 

   

City _______________________________________________ State _________ Zip______________________ 

 

Telephones ( ____)___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 E-Mail (club use only)________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Mail Check payable to:  

Mangrove Coast Fly Fishers , 

P.O. Box  3792  

Sarasota FL,  34230 

 

Includes 1 membership in the 

 Federation of Fly Fishers 

 

Individual         $65 ___________ 

Family              $80 ___________ 

Senior               $45 ___________ 

MCFF only       $30 ___________ 



MANGROVE COAST FLY FISHERS  

P. O. BOX 3792 SARASOTA, FL. 34230-3792 

 

Meeting location:   

Twin Lakes Park 

Green Building - Right door 
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RECIPE OF THE MONTH 

 

 

 

1 Package Almond Bark (1-1/2#) 

1 Can Cocktail Peanuts  (12 oz) 

3 Cups Golden Graham Cereal 

2 Cups Mini Pretzels 

1 Cup Pecans (Optional) 

 

Mix all ingredients except Almond Bark in deep metal pan. 

Melt Almond Bark in microwave (be sure all is melted) or in a double boiler. 

 

Pour over dry mixture and keep stirring until all cereal and nuts are coated. 

 

Pour out on wax paper and spread to get cool.  You can put in refrigerator to cool.  Once cool – about 4 hours, break 

up into chunks and serve.  Can be frozen in airtight container. 

 

 

 

 

By popular demand we offer Pat Saviano‘s recipe for White Trash 


