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Decemberr 2009 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Volume 5 Issue 12-09 

Next Meeting 

Tuesday, November 24 at Twin Lakes Park at 7:00 PM. 

Come early for casting and tying instruction. 

  Web site: mangrovecoastflyfishers.com 

This is the month when we give thanks. We give thanks for many, many things , some we talk about freely and 

there are those that we keep to ourselves. Of course we all thank the fish fairy for attaching those lovely, large 

voracious finny fighters to our expertly presented flies. But if you’re like me you just appreciate the dumb luck 

when it happens. Thanks fish fairy. 

 

The fish fairy treated some of our members very well at the MCFF/CCA Fall Fly Fishing Challenge. Our mem-

bers scored well. Check out page seven for pictures of big grins on some of the winners and the list of other mem-

bers that scored. There were many other members that participated this year. Everyone seemed to have fun and if  

we didn’t score, the BBQ was great. Good work gang! 

 

The number of attendees at the last meeting was boosted by the pale faced folks return-

ing from their summer retreats in the north. Welcome back. It’s good to see you all. 

We’ll now hear all the stories about the monster trout that did battle up there during the 

summer. See page 5 for some real evi- dence from Jim Free and Tom Hopkins. 

 

At last month’s meeting Joe Polidoro took us on a wonderful trip to the Atlantic Salomon rivers down east. The 

whole trip was fascinating-the food, the scenery, the rocking chairs on the front porch, the beverages, the guides 

and, oh yes, the magnificent fish and fishing. Thanks, Joe. 

 

This month we’ ll learn about fishing for red fish in winter from Capt. Pete Greenan. I don’t know about you but I 

find reds the hardest  local fish to catch. I believe that I’ve caught more bonefish than reds. Help us, Capt. Pete. 

 

The club ran a survey to learn what was being done well, what improvements should be considered and those 

things that are being done poorly. The survey returns were surprisingly high indicating a strong interest from the 

members. Club VP Evan Jones tabulated all the responses and they are very enlightening. Over the next few 

months the board of directors will try to implement all those that seem reasonable and affordable. Evan will pre-

sent a quick over view at the next meeting and there is a brief outline of just a few of the points on page 2. Many 

thanks to all that participated. 
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Next Monthly Club Meeting: Tuesday, November 24th. 

Captain Pete Greenan will present a program on fishing for 

redfish in area waters during the winter months.   

With Pete's extensive knowledge and many years of experi-

ence fishing Charlotte Harbour and other area waters, you 

will not want to miss his presentation! 

Fishing Biography: Peter T. Greenan 
Born 28 July 1945 - Springfield, Massachucetts.  

Early years – Peter was an avid fly fisher from 7 years old until this day. Raised in the Berkshire Mts. of western Mass., he fished 

all local waters and traveled extensively throughout New England and the north east. As a member of the board of directors of the 

Conn. Fly Fishermen’s Assoc., he met and fished with many well know anglers including John Veniard, Art Flick, Gary LaFon-

taine, Harry Darby and Vincent Marinaro. Pete is currently the president of the Florida Council of the Federation of Fly Fishers. 

After moving to Sarasota in 1974, he began a guide service in Sarasota, Homosassa, and the Florida Keys. His skills as a fly 

fisher and guide brought articles in almost every national magazine, and newspapers throughout the country. 

Highlights: 
Started ―Sarasota Saltwater‖ television show 

A principle founder of Sarasota FCA 

Founder of Mangrove Coast Fly Fishers 

A Master Certified Casting Instructor of Fed. Fly Fishers 

President of the Florida Council FFF 

Member/ BOD FFF Guides Assoc. 

Leader in internet fishing sites with www.floridaflyfishing .com (1985) 

Currently operating:  
The Gypsy Guide Service ( fishing Boca Grande and the Everglades) 

The Sarasota and Boca Grande Fly fishing Schools 

Contact: captpete@floridaflyfishing.com or 941.923.6095o miss his presentation! 

President of the Florida Council FFF 

Member/ BOD FFF Guides Assoc. 

Leader in internet fishing sites with www.floridaflyfishing .com (1985) 

 

Response to our recent survey has been overwhelming. At last count we had over 60 individual responses, and they continue to pour in. Some arrive in tattered 

envelopes, some from as far away as France, some with personal letters attached, others with creative suggestions scribbled all through the margins. Clearly, 

our members care about this club and want it to be the best that it can be. We are so glad we asked.  

While the responses on the survey were generally positive, there were some great suggestions for improvement. Below is a brief recap of the main points:  

Monthly meetings and newsletter were the ―favorite‖ club services 

Members want more opportunities for interaction 

Casting and fly-tying clinics should be more frequent and expanded in scope 

Members would like more ―value‖ for their membership dollars 

Outings received the most suggestions for improvement 

Raffles should offer fewer items of greater value 

Many want to bring back the annual Banquet 

  
Results will be discussed in more detail by Evan Jones at the November meeting. There will also be a special Outings committee meeting held an hour before-

hand (same place) to discuss possible improvements for next year.  

MCFF members make their voices heard 
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Trip info:  

Guided six-hour kayak fishing trip for two in salt or fresh water. Fishing waters include southern 

Tampa Bay, Bishop Harbor, Sarasota Bay and Little Sarasota Bay. In fresh water, possible sites in-

clude Lake Manatee, Braden River or Myakka River. Trip may be upgraded to all-day Everglades 

outing. All tackle, lures and flies provided or anglers may use their own. Water and light snacks pro-

vided. Anglers will be required to have valid Florida saltwater or freshwater fishing licenses. Trip is 

good until Dec. 31, 2010. Anglers should contact Steve Gibson at (941) 284-3406. 

Steve Gibson bio: 

   Southern Drawl Kayak Fishing was established by Steve Gibson, one of the most experienced anglers in southwest 

Florida. 

         Gibson has been fishing for 45 years and nearly 35 of those years in Florida. 

         He received his B.A. in Journalism from Marshall University in Huntington, WV in 1971. Following his gradua-

tion, Gibson e enlisted in the Air Force and served four years. He was an information specialist for the Consolidated Tac-

tical Air Command Office of Information at Eglin Air Force Base near Valparaiso, FL. He spent his last two years as the 

historian of the 33rd Tactical Fighter Wing at Eglin.    

        A professional outdoor writer and photographer, Gibson's writing and photographs have appeared in several publica-

tions, including Florida Sportsman, Gulf Coast Angler, Fly Fishing in Salt Waters, Saltwater Fly Fishing, The Fisherman, 

Cabella's Outdoor Magazine, Paddle World Magazine, Kayak Angler Magazine and Florida Fishing Weekly. 

         He also served as host of Fishing Paradise on Sarasota's SNN6 and was host of Suncoast Outdoors on a local radio 

station. 

         In addition, Gibson hosteds a two-day seminar series at Robarts Arena in Sarasota , called "Go Fish! Fishing Ex-

travaganza." 

        He is co-tournament director of the Sarasota Chapter of the Coastal Conservation Association's Fall Fly Fishing 

Challenge. 

        An avid angler, Gibson has won many tournaments inacluding the Fly Fishing Division of the Sarasota Sports Fish-

ing Anglers All-Release Tarpon Tournament, the Fly Fishing Division of the Sarasota Sports Fishing Anglers Spring 

Classic, Sarasota CCA All-Release Photo Challenge (snook division and spotted seatrout division), Sarasota CCA Fall 

Fly Fishing Classic (trout division), Fly Fishing Division of the Venice/Englewood CCA No Motor Tournament and he 

took first place in the Orvis Dealers Fly Fishing School Tournament in Islamorada with a 14-pound bonefish. 

         He is the creator of the famous Myakka Minnow, a deadly fly in fresh and salt water. 

        Gibson resides in Sarasota with his wife, Kathy, their daughter, Morgan, and their Jack Russell Terrier, Jack. 

  

Win a kayak fishing trip for two with Steve Gibson 

Raffle tickets are $5 each and six for $20. Don’t miss this chance for a fun trip 
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Capt. Rick Grassett’s Fly Fishing Forecast for December 2009 
  

            Snook season closes this month, however catch and release fishing can be good if it isn’t too cold. Trout season remains 

closed in December in the south region but you might find them in potholes or around creek mouths. Reds should feed on shallow 

flats on sunny afternoons this month. There should also be plenty of action in the coastal gulf, particularly early in the month. Look 

for king and Spanish mackerel, little tunny, bluefish and tripletail close to the beach. 
            Snook season closes this month on the west coast of Florida. You might find snook on shallow flats on warm, sunny after-

noons in December. When it gets cold, they’ll move into rivers, creeks and canals to find warmer water. A Clouser or my Grassett’s 

Flats Minnow fly fished slowly near the bottom can be effective when snook are in those areas. Night snook fishing in the ICW can 

be very good this month. Choose peak tidal flows for the best action. Small white flies, like my Grassett’s Snook Minnow or Skitter-

bugs, will work well. I like the flats of north Sarasota Bay, lower Tampa Bay and Gasparilla Sound for snook in December. The ICW 

from Sarasota to Venice is one of my favorite areas to fish for snook at night. 
            Trout season also remains closed this month in the south region (see FWC regulations at www.myfwc.com for details). As 

the water cools, you’ll find trout in potholes and along drop offs. The edges of sand bars and flats are good areas to find trout in cool 

weather. I like to fish weighted flies on floating or sink tip fly lines, depending on the depth of water I am fishing. When drifting 

deep grass flats, cast ahead of your drift with flies to locate fish. Concentrate on drop offs and holes when the tide is low or following 

a cold front. 

            Reds are one of the heartiest species that we have, but even they can be affected by drastic changes in temperature. When the 

tide is low, you’ll find them in potholes and along sand bars. They will move onto shallow flats to feed after the sun warms the flats 

in the afternoon. Although extreme low tides in the winter can make it tough to get from spot to spot, it will concentrate fish and 

make them easier to find. Instead of fishing 100% of the water to find fish, you might only need to fish 50% or 60%. This is also a 

great time of year to wade and sight fish for reds. I like to target reds beginning at a negative low tide when they are most likely to be 

in potholes and along sand bars. As the tide rises, they will move onto shallow flats and sand bars to feed where you may be able to 

sight fish them. Cast weighted flies to locate them or sight fish with black crab fly patterns. 
            Reds may tail on shallow flats of Gasparilla Sound when the tide is low. Although they are feeding when they are tailing, 

they can still be very challenging. Use a fly with a weed guard, like my Grassett’s Flats Minnow, so you can let it sink in thick grass. 

When reds are tailing cast your fly close to their head. When their tail disappears and the fish is horizontal and searching for food 

again, give your fly a slight twitch. Don’t move it much, just enough to get their attention and be ready for a big bite! I like flats of 

north Sarasota Bay, lower Tampa Bay and Gasparilla Sound for reds and trout in December. Little Sarasota Bay between Sarasota 

and Osprey is also a good winter area for reds, trout and snook. 
            You should find more variety and fish that are easier to catch on deep grass flats. In addition to trout, you may also find 

blues, Spanish mackerel, pompano, flounder, jacks and ladyfish.  I like to drift and cast ahead of my drift with a weighted fly on 

an intermediate sink tip fly line. Make a series of drifts to locate fish and then shorten your drift to zero in on them. 
            Fishing the coastal gulf can also be good in December, particularly early in the month. On calm days, I like to run the beach 

looking for little tunny, blues, Spanish mackerel and tripletail. You may find tripletail on crab trap floats, around buoys or float-

ing debris. A plastic shrimp or a fly that suspends or sinks slowly presented across the nose of a tripletail may result in a hook up. I 

like to run along a line of crab trap floats until I spot a tripletail. I’ll then approach the fish with an electric trolling motor into the 

wind, so I can maintain control of the boat. If I approach from upwind, the wind may push me on top of the fish and spook them. 

Look for surface activity to find blues, mackerel or little tunny. Once you’ve located them, cast baitfish fly patterns, such as Clousers 

or Enrico Puglisi flies, Crease flies or fly poppers. I’ve found some big feeding frenzies during December along the beaches. De-

pending on weather, you might even find tarpon in the fray. 
            Fishing can be good in December, particularly early in the month. Weather will be more of a factor, so choose your fishing 

days when you are able to. Fish ahead of an approaching front or fish sunny afternoons following a front for the best action. When 

it’s calm, take a look in the coastal gulf. You may find something really good going on! Whatever you choose to do, remember to 

always limit your kill, don’t kill your limit! 
  
Tight Lines, 
Capt. Rick Grassett 
Snook Fin-Addict Guide Service, Inc. 
FFF Certified Fly Casting Instructor 
(941) 923-7799 

E-mail snookfin@aol.com 

www.flyfishingflorida.net and www.snookfin-addict.com 

  Sarasota’s Doug Forde caught and released this red on a 

shallow grass flat in Pine Island sound on a Grassetts Grass 

Minnow fly while fishing with Capt. Rick Grassett. 

http://www.myfwc.com/
mailto:snookfin@aol.com
http://www.flyfishingflorida.net/
http://www.snookfin-addict.com/
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    Kayak fishing is the fastest growing segment of the sport. 

      If you don’t believe, just open your eyes the next time you hit the water. Paddlers can be found in virtually every 
backcountry spot. 

      And, truth be known, they have somewhat of an advantage over anglers in skiffs: They’re more stealthy. The fish 
don’t even know they are there. 

      If you have been thinking about getting a kayak, here’s some good advice: Don’t opt for an economy kayak. 
You’ll end up either hating it or buying a more expensive boat. A good rule of thumb is to purchase the best kayak 
you can afford. It’s akin to the difference between a $29.95 fly rod and one that’s top of the line. 

      Of course, that’s a tough decision. Kayaks come in every shape and size. 
For fishing, you’ll want either a sit on-top (SOT) or a hybrid model. I have both. I 
have two Heritage Redfish Angler 12-footers and a pair of Native Watercraft 
Ultimate 14.5s. Both are made by Legacy Paddlesports in Greensboro, N.C. My 
personal boat is the Ultimate 14.5. I love its roominess and the ease in which it 
paddles. Plus, I can stand up in it and fish. Standing makes sight-fishing pretty 
easy. In addition, the Ultimate has the best seat (included) in the industry (just 
ask MCFF president Bob Parker). No sore butts in an Ultimate. 

      Realize that one model of kayak isn’t for everyone. Anglers come in all 
shapes and sizes, so it’s advisable to test a few before you make a decision. 
Economy Tackle in Sarasota holds Kayak Demo Days on two Saturdays each 

month at Ackerman Park (east of Interstate 75 just south of Fruitville Road). Call Economy at 922-9671 for time and 
schedule. 

      Your second most expensive investment should be your paddle. You’ll want a paddle that’s lightweight and 
strong. My personal paddle is a carbon-fiber model made by Epic. It’s adjustable and the blades can be feathered to 
cut into the wind. A good paddle will run you $100 or more. Your a      Rigging your kayak is fun and easy. Most peo-
ple place a milk crate behind them. The crate holds tackle boxes and other gear. I’ve added rod holders to mine. 

      Other accessories include console-mounted rod holders, anchor trolleys, paddle clips, GPS units, live wells and 
depth finders. 

      The beauty of rigging is that you’re only limited by your imagination. 

      Once you’ve purchased and rigged your boat, you’re ready to fish. 

      And where is that? 

      Wherever you desire. All you need is access to the water and a place to park. 

            My favorite spots to fish include Bishop Harbor, southern Tampa Bay, Joe Bay, Sarasota Bay, Little Sarasota 
Bay, Gasparilla Sound, Whidden Creek, Charlotte Harbor, Matlacha and Pine Island Sound. I also like to poke 

around in the Everglades for snook and baby tarpon. 

Continued next page 

Kayak Fishing - the “in thing” 
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      Rigging your kayak is fun and easy. Most people place a milk crate behind them. The crate holds tackle boxes 
and other gear. I’ve added rod holders to mine. 

      Other accessories include console-mounted rod holders, anchor trolleys, paddle clips, GPS units, live wells and 
depth finders. 

      The beauty of rigging is that you’re only limited by your imagination. 

      Once you’ve purchased and rigged your boat, you’re ready to fish. 

      And where is that? 

      Wherever you desire. All you need is access to the water and a place to park. 

      My favorite spots to fish include Bishop Harbor, southern Tampa Bay, Joe Bay, Sarasota Bay, Little Sarasota 
Bay, Gasparilla Sound, Whidden Creek, Charlotte Harbor, Matlacha and Pine Island Sound. I also like to poke 
around in the Everglades for snook and baby tarpon. 

      Most people carry transport their kayaks atop their vehicles, so that’s another expense. I have a four-kayak 
trailer that makes things real easy. 

      I’ve been a kayak angler for quite a while. And I don’t see myself ever without  one.  

      Once you hook a snook, tarpon or redfish from your kayak, you’ll understand the instant love affair. 

      You’ll not only end up catching more fish, but also getting good workout! 

      KAYAK RULES: 

      1. The best kayak is whatever model the person owns that you’re asking; 

      2. For every paddle stroke you make to get to your fishing spot, there’s an equal number in return. 

      3. You’ll always paddle back to the launch in a head wind.   

Steve Gibson 

Southern Drawl Kayak Fishing 

www.kayakfishingsarasota.com 

www.gibbysfishingblog.blogspot.com/ 

Member benefits 

 

Monthly meetings with expert speakers. 

Club outings and trips 

Boat sharing 

Casting instruction 

Fly tying instruction 

Guides tips 

Fishing reports 

Monthly newsletter 

http://www.kayakfishingsarasota.com
http://www.gibbysfishingblog.blogspot.com/
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Short casts 

Merchandise 

 
Hats, long and short sleeve tee shirts with the embroidered logo are available for 

 purchase at the meetings. Hats and short sleeve tees are only $15 and long sleeve 

 tees are $20. 

Page 11 contains information about the MCFF holiday selection of club merchandise. 

There is also reference to the full cata- logue. The club bulk purchase offers savings 

on the embroidery, also. Note the order deadline. 

Election of officers 
 

It’s time to elect the officer group for 2010. The nominating committee will offer a slate for you to 

vote on but they need recommendations and volunteers from the membership. Step up-do your 

part. Contact me or Capt. Pete Greenan, chairman of the nominating committee. 

Due to the sharp increase in fees connected with credit card sales 

we will no longer accept payment to the Club by credit card. We 

will accept cash or checks however. Thanks for understanding. 

Long time member Judy Axelrod is this years recipient of the “Conservationist of the Year” 

award from the Coastal Conservation association, Sarasota Chapter. Congratulations Judy, and 

thanks for all you do. 

For Sale  15 hp Evinrude, Electric Start Outboard Motor: 1991 has less than 10 operating 

hours. Am original owner. Includes battery case, gas tank and mounting lock. Used on Zodiac 

inflatable as dinghy. Excellent condition. Orig. cost $1750. Asking $650 OBO 

Call Fred Mazanec at 941-925-1395  

We hear from the members 

Bob - The week of October 18 I fished with Joe Street of Rivers Edge Outfitters out of Spruce Pine, NC, on private wa-
ters of Little Rock Creek.  Used my 4wt TFO, caught 7 rainbows to about 4lbs and up to about 26 inches.  One small 
brookie, about 10 inches.  We were on the creek about 3 hours and had a blast.  Pictures attached 

Jim Free 
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Fly Of The Month 

 
     I hate tying Seaducers.  They never turn out.  The back end is easy enough, but the collar is too short, too coarse, or 

doesn’t look quite right.  And then, try and find the correct collar feathers.  Finally you get a fairly good looking one.  You 

put it in your fly box.  You open the box later, and it’s mashed beyond recognition… 

     Seaducers are great for fishing slowly.  The best part is if you see/feel a short strike—just stop striping.  The fly sus-

pends in the water. 

     The whistler started as a tarpon fly.  It was a full tyed seaducer with a bead chain eye.  The name came from the sound 

the large bead chain eye made when it was cast.  It was made to suspend in the water.  It was also made to push water so 

the fish could feel the fly if the visibility was poor. 

     The Bay Whistler is a variation on both the whistler and the seaducer.  It has a synthetic (durable) collar material and 

mini lead eyes.  It can be fished quickly, or dragged along the bottom.  It doesn’t quite suspend, but it sinks slowly and 

horizontally like a true seaducer.  It’s quick to tye, and uses easily acquired materials. 

HOOK: Mustad 34007 size #2 or #4 

EYES: Mini (4/32) lead eyes 

THREAD: Flymaster 6/0 in chartreuse or white 

TAIL: two matched pairs of chartreuse grizzly or white neck feathers, splayed 

FLASH: chartreuse or opal Flashabou Mirage Accent 

BODY: chartreuse, white, or light dun Body Fur 

COLLAR: Red Fleximent, Loon water base Hard Head Finish 

With the hook point down in the vice, thread back from the hook eye to the beginning of the bend in the hook.   Tye in 

the two sets of splayed neck feathers on the top of the hook.  Tye in three to six strands of Flashabou outside the 

feathers.   Glue with Fleximent. 

Tye in the Body Fur just in front of the feathers.  Make sure that the Body Fur is oriented towards the rear of the hook.  

Begin palmering the material forward taking care not to cross over the previous wraps.  Use caution not to twist the 

belt of Body Fur as you go, it will get unrulely.  I stroke the material towards the back as I palmer it.  About four to 

five wraps will do the trick.  Thread wrap the material down to the hook in front and trim off the excess.  Glue with 

Fleximent. 

Tye in the mini lead eyes on the top of the hook shank.  Thread forward to the hook eye and whip finish.  Soak the 

thread wraps and the lead eyes with Fleximent. 

Tye the metallic red thread in just behind the lead eyes.  Whip finish, and reglue with Fleximent. 

Allow to dry, and then apply a coat of Hard Head Fly Finish—it looks just like epoxy without turning it. 

Bay Whistler 

Craig Smothers 
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009 Mangrove Coast Fly Fishers/Coastal Conservation Association  

“Fall Fly Fishing Challenge” Results 
  

            The 5th annual MCFF/CCA ―Fall Fly Fishing Challenge‖ was held in Sarasota on Saturday, Oct. 31, 2009. A total of 31 fly 

anglers competed in 2 divisions in the catch-photo-release format tournament. The event, which promotes the sport of fly fishing 

and benefits MCFF‖s scholarship fund and CCA’s conservation efforts,  was sponsored by Orvis, CB’s Saltwater Outfitters, Econ-

omy Tackle, Discount Tackle Outlet, Cook’s Sportland, Fisherman’s Edge, New Pass Grill and Bait Shop, Tampa Angler and 

Simms. 
  
Fly Angler Division (no guides or licensed captains-based on points per inch of snook, reds, trout, pompano, permit, snapper, 

flounder, ladyfish, jacks and bluefish) 

  
Grand Champion 
Brent Wilson                          Sarasota, FL                          277.5 points 
Rick Smith                             Bradenton, FL                       258.5 points 
Justin Hamblet                      Sarasota, FL                          157.5 points 
  
Open Division (for guides, licensed captains and any other angler wishing to participate-based on total inches of snook, reds and 

trout) 

  
Grand Champion (Grand Slam consisting of the largest red, snook and trout) 
Capt. Nick Angelo                 Land O’Lakes, FL                56.5” 
  
Snook (total inches) 
Doug Forde                            Sarasota, FL                          18.25” 
  
Trout (total inches) 
Capt. Pete Greenan              Sarasota, FL                          147.5” 
  
Redfish 
Capt. Dave Powell                 Lakeland, FL                         23.5” 

Brent Wilson winner Fly Angler Division 

Capt. Rick Grassett tournament director 

Capt. Nick Angelo winner Open Division 

Brent Wilson winner of Fly 

Angler division with the 

plaque and Orvis fly rod 
Capt. Pete Greenan Open  

division  trout winner 

Justin Hamblet 

Third place winner in the 

Fly Angler division 

A nice turn out 

Photos by Jeff Lemieux 
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MCFF Outings 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The park opens at 8 A.M and closes at 6PM. 
Parking is $2 a car and  

$5 for launching power boats  

Head north on I-75 

Take exit 240 for FL-674W 

Turn left at college Ave 

Turn right at Tamiami Trail 

Turn left at W Shell Point Rd 

Turn right at 14th St NW 

Turn left at 19th Ave NW 

TO 2401 19TH Ave NW Ruskin Fl 33570 

 

Nov. 21st Outing Directions 

 

E.G SIMMONS PARK  

Brent and Justin strike again! 

Hi Bob, thought i would send you a report with some pictures you could add to the site. Justin Hamblet and i went out last 

minute on wed. the 21st at around noon and had a blast with the bonita. We caught  about 10 total and they were everywhere 

and really liked white clousers. The unfortunate part was when Justin put a little too much heat on one and broke his nine 

weight "ooops" besides that it was a good couple of hours.  Brent 
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BOAT SHARING 
 

Listed below are members that are willing to share their boats with other members for fishing trips. If you are 

a member that wishes to take advantage of this opportunity, please contact one of those listed. Don’t be shy, 

they’re listed because they’ed enjoy your company . Give’em a call.    

Also, we feel that if you do share a boat, it would be appropriate to share expenses 

 

If you would like to put your name on the list, send your info to 2bobprkr@gmail.com for inclusion.  If you 

want to go fishing, call a member on the list. 

 

Ron Whiteley  

 941-697-548-1453  17' Maverick HPX tunnel. Times and places you like to fish.  Yes, Fly. 

  

Roger Williams 

941-748-5477. 16 foot Scout boat.  Manatee River and Terra Ceia Bay. Weekdays only.  Spin or Fly. 

 

Preston Jones 

941-729-3306: jonesp018@yahoo.com: Lower Tampa Bay, Terra Ceia Bay, Northern Sarasota Bay including 

Anna Maria Sound or anywhere else. Fly only 
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Fly Fishing Heaven – Trout & Smallies 

Franklin, North Carolina 

Beautiful 3/2 luxury home overlooking the Little  

Tennessee River and Nantahala Mountains. 

2 ½ hrs Atlanta – 1 ½ hrs Asheville 

$495-$795 per week.  Book early 

.www.vacationhomerentals.com/13908 

 

Tom Hopkins 

941 773 3004 thomashopkins@earthlink.net 

 

Smoky Mountain Trout Report  

(ÁÌÌÅÌÕÊÁÈȟ ÉÔ ÉÓ Ȱ$ÅÌÁÙÅÄ (ÁÒÖÅÓÔȱ ÔÉÍÅ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÕÎÔÁÉÎ ÓÔÒÅÁÍÓ ÉÎ 7ÅÓÔÅÒÎ .ÏÒÔÈ #ÁÒÏÌÉÎÁȦ  And that means be-
tween October 1st ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÒÓÔ 3ÁÔÕÒÄÁÙ ÉÎ *ÕÎÅȟ Ȭ$(ȭ ÄÅÓÉÇÎÁÔÅÄ ÓÔÒÅÁÍÓ ÁÒÅ ÃÁÔÃÈ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÌÅÁÓÅ ÏÎÌÙȣȢȢÓÉÎÇÌÅ 
hook.  The pressure on these streams June-September by fishermen who keep their catch is enormous and de-
plete the stocked population dramatically.  Starting October 1st these streams are stocked regularly and the fish-
ing is awesome. Two of the most accessible rivers are the Tuckaseegee and the Pigeon.  Both are beautiful all year 
long and contain Brownies, Rainbows and Brookies.  )Î #ÈÅÒÏËÅÅȟ .#ȟ ÔÈÅ Ȱ%ÎÔÅÒÐÒÉÓÅȱ ×ÁÔÅÒÓ ÁÒÅ ÁÌÓÏ ÆÉÓÈÁÂÌÅ ÁÌÌ 
year long.  /Î ÔÈÅ ÒÅÓÅÒÖÁÔÉÏÎȟ ÔÈÅÒÅ ÉÓ ÔÈÅÒÅ ÁÌÓÏ ÉÓ Á ς ϵ ÍÉÌÅ ÓÔÒÅÔÃÈ ÏÆ Ȱ#ÁÔÃÈ ÁÎÄ 2ÅÌÅÁÓÅȾ&ÌÙ 2ÏÄ /ÎÌÙ ×ÁÔÅÒ 
on the Ravens Fork/Oconoluftee River.  This year they are also stocking Brookies, which are a special joy.  A cou-
ÐÌÅ ÏÆ ×ÅÅËÓ ÁÇÏ ) ÎÅÔÔÅÄ Á ςρȱ "ÒÏÏËÉÅ ÏÎ Á ÙÅÌÌÏ× ÓÔÏÎÅ ÆÌÙ ÎÙÍÐÈ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÉÓ Á ÓÉÇÎ ÏÆ ÍÏÒÅ ÔÏ ÃÏÍÅȢ &ÉÓÈÉÎÇ ÉÎ 
these waters is good all year long, including the winter. Catches of 18-ςφȱ ÔÒÏÕÔ ÁÒÅ ÃÏÍÍÏÎ ÐÌÁÃÅȢ  Sometime 
ÅÁÒÌÙ ÎÅØÔ ÙÅÁÒ ÔÈÅÙ ×ÉÌÌ ÏÐÅÎ ÕÐ ÁÎÏÔÈÅÒ Ȱ#ÁÔÃÈ ÁÎÄ 2ÅÌÅÁÓÅȾ&ÌÙ 2ÏÄ /ÎÌÙ ÓÔÒÅÔÃÈ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÌÏ×ÅÒ Ȱ,ÕÆÔÅÅȱȢ  The 
months between now and spring will typically have mornings starting at about 30 degrees and warming to the 
υπȭÓ ÂÙ ÍÉÄ-day.  4ÈÅ υπȭÓ ÓÏÕÎÄ ÃÏÌÄ ÂÙ &ÌÏÒÉÄÁ ÓÔÁÎÄÁÒÄÓȟ ÂÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÄÒÙ ÁÉÒ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÕÎÔÁÉÎÓ ÈÁÓ ÙÏÕ ÓÈÅÄÄÉÎÇ 
layers you put on in the early morning by noon. I use neoprene chest waders with attached felt soled boots, but 
most folks here use breath-ables and Polartec type underwear.  You can be successful with or without a 
guide.  Personally I have enjoyed learning the waters on my own and with a little help from my friends. I am al-
ways glad to share my local knowledge. Email me at thomashopkins@earthlink.net.  Grab a 3-6 wt rod your wad-
ers and give me a buzz.  I am always looking for an excuse for another day on the  ÒÉÖÅÒȣȢωτρ χχσ ππτȢ            

Tom Hopkins 

http://www.vacationhomerentals.com/13908
mailto:thomashopkins@earthlink.net
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Steve Gibson              EMAIL: steve@kayakfishingsarasota.com 

PH: 941-379-2839             www.kayakfishingsarasota.com   

                                           www.floridaflyfishing.ning.com                                                                 

 

Capt. Rick Grassett   EMAIL: snookfin@aol.com 

PH: 941-923-7799    www.snookfin-addict.com 

                                           www.flyfishingflorida.net  

 

Capt. Pete Greenan            EMAIL: captpete@floridaflyfishing.com 

PH: 941-232-2960              www.floridaflyfishing.com 

               923-6095               

 

Capt. Bobby Hillbrunner    EMAIL: fishnflyer@earthlink.net 

PH: 941-320-9791 

 

Capt. Tony Petrella           EMAIL: tightloops@peoplepc.com 

PH: 941-496-4289             www.tightloopsflyfishing.com 

 

Capt Mark Phelps,        EMAIL: shorethangcharter@hotmail.com 

PH: 843-475-1274             www.shorethangcharters.com 

 

Capt. Al White                  EMAIL: bocaonthefly@yahoo.com 

PH  941-697-0320             www.bocaonthefly.com 

C 941-830-1375 

 

Capt.Ray Markham           EMAIL: Flatback@tampabay.rr.com 

PH 941-723-2655 

C    941-228-3474 

 

Capt. John Hand                EMAIL: tomatoesjh@yahoo.com 

PH 239-842-7778              www.redfishlandingguideservice.com 

 

Capt Steve Warren             EMAIL: martybw7@comcast.net 

PH 941-302-4544               www.summertime.qpg.com 

 

Capt. Rick Depaiva            EMAIL: flynutt@aol.com 

 PH 1-239-246-8726           www.saltwaterflyfishing.org 

 

Capt. Bob DeKeulenaere     EMAIL: boblenaere@comcast.net 

PH 941-876-4586                 www.coastlinefishing.net 

 

 

CB’s Saltwater Outfitters 
1249 Stickney Point Road 

Siesta Key, FL 34242  

941-349-4400 

www.CBsOutfitters.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Economy Tackle 
6018 S. Tamiami Trail  

Sarasota, FL 34231 

941-922-9671  

www.floridakayak.com 

 

Discount Tackle Outlet 

3113 First Street East 

Bradenton, FL  34208 

 

Joey D’s Chicago Style Eatery & Pizzeria 

4304 14th Street West 

Bradenton, Fl 34205 

940-753-8900 

 

Tony Saviano, Allianz Life Insurance Co 

General Agent, Annuity & Life Insurance 

7311 52nd Drive East 

Bradenton, Fl 34203 

941-727-0501 

tsaviano@verizon.net 

REMEMBER TO SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS AND GUIDES 

Allianz Life Insurance Company  

Tony Saviano 

General Agent,  

Annuity and Life Insurance 

 941-727-0501 

Company Outfitters-Say It With Stitches 

5750 S Tamiami Trail 

Sarasota, FL   34231  

941-925-3855 

 

mailto:bocaonthefly@yahoo.com
http://www.saltwaterflyfishing.org
http://www.coastlinefishing.net/
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November, 2009 

    Officers and Board of Directors 

Mangrove Coast Fly Fishers 

P.O. Box  3792 

Sarasota, FL 34230-3792 

                                                       

BOARD MEMBERS OFFICE     PHONE       EMAIL 

 
Robert Parker              President                                 320-2400            2bobprkr@gmail.com                               

Pete Greenan,                Past President /Publicity                    923-6095    Captpete@floridaflyfishing.com 

Evan Jones                      Vice President     726-0633 muchatrucha@gmail.com    

Cynthia Dunayer              Treasurer      377-1197 Cynthia@dunayer.net 

Ryan Miller              Director      518-1971 rmflatsfisher4@gmail.com 

Capt. John Hand Secretary                                              239-842-7778 tomatoesjh@yahoo.com 

                                                        Membership Chairman     

Joe Bursel Outings Coordinator 924-4382 josephbursel@comcast.net  

John LaManna Outings Coordinator 351-1519 bradenwhaler@yahoo.com 

Brent Wilson Outings Coordinator 356-7691 nomsgone@yahoo.com                  

Roger Williams,                             FFF Liaison  748-5477     rogerinke@aol.com 

Rick Grassett,                                CCA Liaison                923-7799    Snookfin@aol.com 

Greg Huffman,                              Web Site Liaison       926-9416   glhuffman@aol.com 

Craig Smothers,               Interclub Activities     266-5209    thefishdoc@comcast.net 

Joe Polidoro              Environmental Advocate                 925-2464 joepolidoro@comcast.net                                                                 

Bobby Hillbrunner             State Fisheries Liaison                  320-9791 fishflyer@earthlink.net 

Rick Smith                          Scholarship Chairman                          954-4040 rdsmith@cslcpa.com 

                              Newsletter Editor   

                                 

MCFF Club Website:           http://www.mangrovecoastflyfishers.com  

MCFF Email List & Chat:   http://groups.yahoo.com/group/MCFF/ 

MCFF  Mission:  To promote saltwater fly fishing and conserve, protect and restore Florida’s coastal fisheries and habitats. 

Meetings are on the fourth Tuesday of the month 7:00 p.m. at Twin Lakes Park in Sarasota, FL.  The Board of Directors meet on 

the second Wednesday of each month. 

The deadline for submission of material for the newsletter is the 10th of the month that you want the article published  

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

 

Name/s ____________________________________________________   Date __________________________                                                                                               

 

Address____________________________________________________________________________________ 

   

City _______________________________________________ State _________ Zip______________________ 

 

Telephones ( ____)___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 E-Mail (club use only)________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Mail Check payable to:  

Mangrove Coast Fly Fishers , 

P.O. Box  3792  

Sarasota FL,  34230 
 

MCFF  Individual and renewal     $30   

               Family-        $45________ 

  

To join Federation of Fly Fishers: 

   Individual:   add  $35______ 

                   Seniors:         add  $25 
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MANGROVE COAST FLY FISHERS  

P. O. BOX 3792 SARASOTA, FL. 34230-3792 

                                         Price to sell at $15,900 or best offer!                
 
2003 Action Craft 1820 SE Hybrid (Kevlar/Carbon Fiber hull), Mercury 115 4-Stroke eng, Rolls 
alum. trailer with spare tire, Loaded w/ options! Bob's Machine shop jack plate, Garmin 498 GPS/
Bottom machine combo unit, Standard Horizon VHF radio, Lenco Troll N' Tab dual 24 volt trolling 
motor system with spare components, 3 new West Marine AGM deep cycle batteries, side mounted 
console w/ Todd removable pedestal & swivel chair in cockpit (Keys style), Stiffy push pole, all 

maintenance records available. Price: $15,900 or best offer.  

Contact Capt. Rick Grassett at 941-923-7799 or snookfin@aol.com 

Directions to meeting 

 

East of I-75 on Clark Rd 

Go about 1/2 mile  

Turn into Twin Lakes Park 

Take first right into the 

parking lot 

Meeting is in far right 

building 

mailto:snookfin@aol.com

