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This months meeting will be devoted to fly tying instruction and demonstration. Craig Smoth-

ers has recruited some of the most talented tiers in the club and put together a program of in-

struction from the most basic to advanced flys. Most important though, they will be teaching 

tying techniques. The club will provide vises, tools and materials. But if you have your own vise and tools please 

bring them. The program will be held in our usual meeting room. 

 

There have been some very happy winners of the raffle drawings for trips with Capt. John Hand, Capt. Rick Grassett 

and Capt. Pete Greenan. Stephanie Kisielewski and a friend will fish with Capt. Rick. New member Cindy McClure 

and friend will join Capt. Pete. What a deal! A $5 raffle ticket! gets a day on the water with some of the best guides in 

Southwest Florida.  

If you havenôt taken a chance yet there are some great opportunities to fish the Stewart area with Capt. John 

Meskausas and Capt. Byron Chamberlain in Tampa Bay. Two more extremely accomplished guides. Donôt miss your 

chance to win. 

 

Jim Swann of the fly shop bearing his name in Dade City, FL, regaled the members at the June meeting with enough 

information on fresh water fishing in central Florida. to make heads swim. At least mine was. Jim is an encyclopedia 

of sweet water fishing lore. In addition to his talk, Jim donated some of his special flys to the club. They look, like 

real winners. Heôs used them for many years. Thanks for a fun evening Jim. Perhaps we will be able to convince you 

to return next year. 

 

Tom Crawford has kindly donated two ECHO fly casting practices rods. Practice ñrodsñ are used in doors, out doors  

or in areas with limited space. They are more like sticks with a yarn type ñfly lineò. Casting instructors utilize them to 

more easily illustrate the casting stroke. These rods are in the storage facility, Latitudes, located behind CBôs. Feel 

free to make use of them. 

 

I would encourage all members to send in their fishing adventures, mishaps, successes, local or far flung to share with 

all members through this news letter. Weôve had some great stories about conquering giant tarpon from a kayak, fish-

ing in South America, North Carolina, Europe and Montana. They make fascinating reading particularly by those of 

us who are confined to fishing the wondrous waters of southwest Florida. 

 

Meeting on July 28 at Twin Lakes Park 

7:00-9:00 PM. Arrive early for casting practice. 
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The Mangrove Coast Fly Fishers will be having fly tying instruction at the July meeting.  There will be numerous com-
petent fly tyers available to teach you basics as well as more advanced techniques.  The club has several vices and 

tools of the trade for those have donôt have any.  The club will also provide all of the materials needed to complete 

several different patterns. 

 
     In order not to exclude anyone, the instructors will be teaching everything from the most basic of patterns, up to 

more advanced training in feather management and spinning deer hair.  For those of you who have the tools, please 

bring them. 
 

     Since most all saltwater flies can be broken up into seven basic groups, I hope to have someone teaching a pattern 

from that group: Clouser Minnow, Seaducer (aka Steve Gibsonôs D.T. Special), Hi-Tye (aka String Bean), Leftyôs De-

ceiver (both the all hair, and the feather and hair versions), Bendback (Walter Hammôs Green & Gold), Gurgler, and 

Spun Deer Hair (Dalberg Diver). 

Some of the flys weôll be tying. 

The July meeting is all about the techniques of  

fly tying  
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Capt. John Meskauskas had two passions while growing up in Stuart, Florida, baseball and fishing. After a 3 year stint with the 

Colorado Rockies organization, John returned to Stuart to pursue his other passion. Now John is highly regarded as one of the 

premier fly fishing guides in South Florida. John has been fishing the waters of Stuart, Florida for over 20 years and has been a 

full time guide for the last 10. Stuart is home to a very diverse fishery. You can spend a relaxing day on the Indian River La-

goon, an inshore estuary with snook, trout, redfish, and tarpon, or test your skills outside against beach roaming tarpon, giant 
jack crevalle and permit. John is the type of guide that really loves what he does whether itôs guiding clients, giving casting les-

sons, tying flies, photographing, or just fishing on his own. He truly lives a fly fishing lifestyle and prides himself on running a 

professional, high quality guide service. 

 You can contact John by check out his website at http://StuartFlyfishing.com or if you like somewhat useless flyfishing enter-

tainment you can check out his blog at http://Stuartflyfishing.blogspot.com  

Win a 6 hour trip with Capt. John Meskauskas 

Catch the really biiiig fish on the east coast! 
 

Raffle tickets are $5 each or 6 for $20. Buy them at the July and August meetings. The winner will be 

drawn at the August meeting. Order tickets by e-mail. You donôt have to be there to win. 

The trip is good for two anglers but will not be valid during May and June. 

Capt. John will the speaker at the August meeting.  

His presentation will offer a photographic look into fishing in the  

Stuart area.  

http://StuartFlyfishing.com
http://Stuartflyfishing.blogspot.com



