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Didnôt someone write a song titled, 
ñItôs too damn hot!ò? If not, some-

one should do it now.  Iôm cooking 

in my kayak. I feel like a boiled 

potato about to be mashed. Of 
course the smart anglers are out 

well before dawn and come in 

about the time Iôm going out. And 
they are doing very well. Whoôs 

lazy? If you followed Steve Gib-

sonôs suggestions from the last 
meeting beach snook fishing was 

good. At least it was ótill the beach became more suitable for 

surfing than sight fishing for the line siders. 

 
We asked members to donate a lap top that was being dis-

carded and Daryle Russell came through. Thanks, Daryle itôs 

a nice unit and well suited to our needs for power point pres-
entations at meetings and trade shows. And speaking of dona-

tions, Tom Hopkins added about forty quality books to the 

club library. Great books on fly fishing and tying among oth-
ers. And he also gave us two fly rods and a reel. Tom, theyôre 

much appreciated. 

 

As the club continues to grow, and it is growing, we need 
more help to accomplish what we would like to do. I see the 

same eager faces at each board meeting taking on more and 

more tasks. Just a little help here and there will make a big 
difference. This is not the Army. Donôt be afraid to volunteer. 

I promise it wonôt hurt a bit. 

 

We plan to start the fly tying sessions in September probably 
on Saturday mornings. They will likely run two hours and 

weôll ask for a $5 donation to help cover the cost of materials 

and the room. Please send me a note just saying, ñInterested 
and the time is OKò. Or, if you have another suggestion letôs 

hear it. We really want to make this work for you. 

 
If the saltôs not working for you, try the fresh. Thereôs plenty 

of water with fish in it all around us, so get to it and wet a 

line.       BP 

 

Our speaker for August 26 will be Russ Hampton, expert fly tier on 

blue water flies and blue water fly fishing.  

 

Russ's program will begin a fly-tying demonstration of a flashy pro-

file billfish fly before meeting starts (starting at 6 PM or so) fol-
lowed by main program, a PowerPoint slide show on blue water fly 

fishing in Zihuatanejo, Mexico. Russ will show us the equipment 

used to fish for billfish and tuna and tell us some of his techniques 

for tackling these incredible fish. Don't miss it! 

 

 

Russ Hampton  Bio in his own words 
 

 

 

I   started fly-fishing in the late 50ô for bass and bluegill in Va., until 

entering the service in 1967. After returning from Vietnam in 1969 

and residing in California I resumed the freshwater fly-fishing, add-

ing trout to the bass and bluegill. At this time I took up coastal fly 
fishing from the rocks and beaches of central Ca. Leaving the ser-

vice in 1970 and moving to southern California I fly fished occa-

sionally until the late 80ôs. During this time I fished the coastal wa-

ters and long range fishing on the San Diego based boats. I also 

fished the west coast bass tournament circuit for a number of years, 

and guided. Then I stepped up to near shore and blue water fly-

fishing, a whole new world.  

 

The coastal near shore and blue waters of southern California and 

Baja Mexico (both the Pacific and Sea of Cortez sides) became my 

playground. Also with this new found fly-fishing, I started tying 
flies. With this I became a self-taught flytyer, designing my own flies 

and tying with almost 100% synthetics. In 2000 I ventured to Zihua-

tanejo Mexico to sample the excellent blue water fishing. Myself and 

a small group of blue water fly fisherman played a big part in the 

development of this areas fly-fishing, bring it to what it is today. 

 

Other areas that I have fished are Belize, Panama, Guatemala, 

Alaska, Montana, Idaho, New Mexico, Utah, Arizona, and the south 

eastern states. 

 

Now living in central Florida and still preferring blue water to in-
shore I have returned to my roots in fly-fishing, freshwater bass and 

bluegill. Adding the exotics of the south Florida canals, which I 

have fished extensively.  
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MEMBERS FISHING REPORTS 

 

Launched at 8:00 at Placida. 74 degrees going to 84, 

wind east at 5 going  to SE at 5. Thunderstorms out on 

the Gulf. Outgoing tide.  Fishing a 6 wt  with an estaz 

marabou fly. 

  

Checked Bird Key at Placida harbor and found reds and 

snook busting  mullet.   

Got 2 snook to 26 inches, and a nice mullet on the  estaz. 

Forth one I have caught on that fly. (See Pic below) 

  

Went over to Uncle Henrys and got about a dozen trout.  

One more snook  by the trestle and back to Bird Key to 

catch the incoming.  Tied off the  boat and waded the 

sandbar. Got one red before the wind shifted and the 

storms  started getting closer.  Back to the launch, home 

and in the pool.   Fishery is closed on Monday and Tues-

day for the summer.   

  

----------><>   Ron Whiteley 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JOB POSTING 
 

 

MCFF is looking for a few good MEMBERS. Want to 

become more involved with the workings of the club? 

Here is one place where a little work on your part can 

make a big difference to everyone in the MCFF. 

 

Program Director: lead a committee to bring great speak-

ers and programs to our meetings  

              Craigôs BeachDeceiver 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
     Being in the fish business, I know a great deal about 

how fish react to different conditions.  Some of you 

might have noticed the difference in color between a 

beach caught and back-county caught fish.  The bait is 

no different.  This is one of the reasons small white col-

ored flies work so well in the shallow surf conditions. 

 

     For those of you who hate working with feathers, 

youôre in luck.  This is a simple hair-only deceiver.  But 

Iôm going to step it up a notch.  This is going to have 

blended colors to optimize it for summer beach condi-

tions. 

 

Hook: Mustad 34007 #4 or #2 

Tail-Body-Head: White, Gray, and Olive Calftail 

(kiptail) 

Throat: Red Rabbit hair 

Flash: Lavender, Olive Krystal Flash, Opal Flashabou 

Mirage 

Thread: white Flymaster 6/0 

Misc: Fleximent glue, Sally Hansenôs Gloss Coat, black 

and white paint for eyes 

 

Tying: 

  Start with the hook in the vice with the point down.  

Cover the entire shank to the bend with thread.  At 

the back, tye in a small bundle of white calftail 

extending back one to one and a half times the 

hook length.  This will be the tail.  On top of the 

tail add 6-12 strands of opal flashabou mirage.  

Thread forward to the hook eye 

FLY OF THE MONTH  

Contôd pg 8 
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BOAT SHARING  
 

One of the objectives of MCFF is to encourage our 

membership to fly fish as often as possible. The club rec-

ognizes that every member does not own a boat or have 

access to one. With that in mind, we have initiated a pro-

gram that will help resolve this problem. Listed below 

are members that are willing to share their boats with 

other members for fishing trips. If you are a member that 

wishes to take advantage of this opportunity, please con-

tact one of those listed.  Itôs very informal; guys call and 

tell a bit about themselves, then meet for a beer, coffee, 

or at a club meeting. If it works, then go fishing.    

Also, we feel that if you do share a boat, it would be ap-

propriate to share expenses. 

If you would like to put your name on the list, send your 

info to patbeckw@comcast.net for inclusion.  If you 

want to go fishing, call a member on the list. 

The suggestion for this column was made by club mem-

ber,  Rick Schwartz.  Thanks Rick. 

Rick Schwartz 

941-966-6434.  18' Sea Pro Bay.  Prefer to fish week-

days from S. Sarasota to Charlotte Harbor. Fly and spin. 

Ron Whiteley  

 941-697-548-1453  17' Maverick HPX tunnel. Times 

and places you like to fish.  Yes, Fly. 

  

Roger Williams 

941-748-5477. 16 foot Scout boat.  Manatee River and 

Terra Ceia Bay. Weekdays only.  Spin or Fly. 

 

Phillip Waguespack 

941-474-5209.  18ô Shoal Cat.  Fish weekends mostly.  

Charlotte Harbor, Lemon Bay.  Fly.  

 

Dick Phinney 

941 697-8421, gphinney@comcast.com. 

Dick has a 22ft. Scout. 

  

Preston Jones 

941-729-3306: jonesp018@yahoo.com: Lower Tampa 

Bay, Terra Ceia Bay, Northern Sarasota Bay including 

Anna Maria Sound or anywhere else. Fly only. 

 

Kevin Cooke 
941-483-1115     17 foot Hewes Tailfisher. Venice and 

Lemon Bay.  Fly and spin.  Mondays only.    
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GLUES AND SOLVENTS                                                                                 

By Craig Smothers 

 

     I got a phone call the other day (no, Iôm not picking on you).  

This person had been misinformed as to which solvent to use to 
thin their glue.  It was a loss after the addition of the wrong sol-

vent.  Although Iôve written about this before, I felt it might need 

to be revisited.  I have a few changes in what I use and what I use 

it for.  Keep this around for a good reference. 

 

Tying Cement: 

     Tying cement and ñheadò ce-

ment is not the same animal.  Tying 

cement is used to keep the thread 

and materials glued to the hook.  

Head cement is to top coat the 

thread wraps AFTER youôve fin-
ished. 

     There are a myriad of different 

types of tying cements.  Mine is 

Daveôs Fleximent.  Or rather, I 

make my own Daveôs Fleximent.  If this stuff is kept water-thin 

and used throughout the tying process, you donôt even need to 

whip finish. 

     Fleximent is simply Household Goop (in the toothpaste tube) 

thinned with either Toluene or Xylene.  Bye the way, if youôve 

used Softex, Itôs just a thick version of Fleximent.  Go to Ace 

Hardware and get a quart of either solvent and a tube of Goop 
and youôre set for a lifetime.  Enough saidé 

Head Cement: 

      This class of cements includes everything you put on top of 

the thread to Finish The Fly.  This includes both water and sol-

vent based cements.   Sally Hansenôs Mega Shine nail polish 

(chrome bottle) is all most of you need.  If it gets too thick, thin it 

with Acetone.  Loon Hard Head water based fly finish is also 

really great stuff.  As odd as it sounds, thin this with Denatured 

Alcohol or Vodka. 

     Epoxyôs also are included in this class.  I use a great deal of 

Flexcoat Rod Wrap epoxy.  This takes two hours to set and re-

quires the use of a fly turner (modified BBQ rotisserie) to get a 
smooth, professional finish.  On tarpon flies, two hour epoxy is 

too thin.  I use Flexcoat Rod Building epoxy.  This still requires a 

turner, however it sets in twenty minutes.  If this seems too thick, 

a drop of Acetone or Alcohol will thin it slightly but increase the 

cure time.  Five-minute epoxy has its place on everyoneôs fly 

bench.  I donôt like it much as it yellows quickly.  Remember that 

the longer cure times equate to clearer finishes and reduced or no 

yellowing. 

Other Glues: 

     There are other glues to attach 3-D eyes, but the best Iôve 

found is Fletch Tite (for fletching arrows).  It is easy to use with 
the thin spout, and can be fished in twenty minutes.  Great Stuff! 

     Cyanoacrylate (Crazy) glue is another one everyone should 

have on the bench.  Fixing lead eyes to the hook comes to mind; 

there are many more uses.  I like Zap A Gap.  Iôve also recently 

seen a Super Glue with a brush top; this sets slightly slower and 

doesnôt dry out in the bottle like many do. 

Bench Solvents:   

     Go to the pharmacy and get several dropper bottles.  Get one 

for each solvent and label them.  Solvents you should have are: 

Xylene or Toluene, Denatured Alcohol or Vodka, Acetone, and 

Lacquer Thinner (non fluorescent solvent based  Contôd pg 4 



Steve Gibson              EMAIL: steve@kayakfishingsarasota.com 

PH: 941-379-2839                            www.kayakfishingsarasota.com  

 

Capt. Rick Grassett  MAIL: snookfin@aol.com 

PH: 941-923-7799 www.snookfin-addict.com 
                                           www.flyfishingflorida.net  

 

Capt. Pete Greenan            EMAIL: captpete@floridaflyfishing.com 

PH: 941-232-2960              www.floridaflyfishing.com 

               923-6095               

 

Capt. Bobby Hillbrunner    EMAIL: fishnflyer@earthlink.net 

PH: 941-751-6635  

                320-9791 

Capt. Tony Petrella            EMAIL: tightloops@peoplepc.com 

PH: 941-496-4289             www.tightloopsflyfishing.com 

 
Capt Mark Phelps,      EMAIL: shorethangcharter@hotmail.com 

PH: 843-475-1274             www.shorethangcharters.com 

 

Capt. Terry Frankford       EMAIL: terry.franford@verizon.net 

PH 941-228-45563              

C - 228-7802 

 

Capt. Al White                  EMAIL: bocaonthefly@yahoo.com 

PH  941-697-0320             www.bocaonthefly.com 

C 941-830-1375 

 
Capt.Ray Markham           EMAIL: Flatback@tampabay.rr.com 

PH 941-723-2655 

C    941-228-3474 

 

Capt. John Hand                EMAIL: tomatoesjh@yahoo.com 

PH 239-842-7778              www.redfishlandingguideservice.com 

 

Capt Steve Warren             EMAIL: martybw7@comcast.net 

PH 941-302-4544               www.summertime.qpg.com 

 

CBôs Saltwater Outfitters 

1249 Stickney Point Road 

Siesta Key, FL 34242  

941-349-4400 

www.CBsOutfitters.com 

 

Economy Tackle 

6018 S. Tamiami Trail  

Sarasota, FL 34231 

941-922-9671  

www.floridakayak.com 

 

Casey Key Anglers & Outfitters 

Venice, FL 

820 Albee Road - Nokomis, FL 34275 

941-483-1115 

www.CaseyKeyAnglersandOutfitters.co 

 

Discount Tackle Outlet 

3113 First Street East 

Bradenton, FL  34208 

 

Joey Dôs Chicago Style Eatery & Pizzeria 

4304 14th Street West 

Bradenton, Fl 34205 

940-753-8900 

 

 

REMEMBER TO SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS AND GUIDES 
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CALENDAR  

 

  

August 26 - Monthly Meeting, Twin Lakes Park 

 

Sept 15, 16 - Club Trip Mosquito Lagoon. 

 

Sept 23 - Monthly Meeting, Twin Lakes Park 

 

October 11 - Club Outing Sarasota Bay. 

 

October 20-21 - Club Outing - Alligator Alley 

 

October 28 - Monthly Meeting, Twin Lakes Park 

 

 November 15 - Club Outing - Braden River 

 

 

paints).  Using a dropper in any case is a smart tip with any of these 

solvents.  The fumes from these are dangerous and flammable.  Use 

some common sense. 
 

 

Bench Glues: 

     Household Goop, Sally Hansenôs Mega Shine, Softex (or equiva-

lent), Daveôs Fleximent (or equivalent), five-minute epoxy, Loon 

Hard Head fly finish, Zap A Gap (or equivalent), and Fletch Tite. 

  

Glues Contôd from pg 3 

mailto:bocaonthefly@yahoo.com
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Capt. Rick Grassettôs Fly Fishing Forecast 

for September 2008 

 

 September is a top month to catch a slam in southwest 
Florida. Snook will be found in the surf and close to passes, 

reds will school up on shallow flats, tarpon will feed in bays 

and estuaries and trout will be found in skinny water at dawn. 
Deep grass flats will have a mix of trout, bluefish, ladyfish, 

Spanish mackerel and more. Fishing before dawn or early in 

the morning will be the most productive. 
 Snook season reopens 

on September 1st. Regulations 

have changed several times in 

the last few years. Snook now 
have a bag limit of one per day 

per angler between 28ò and 33ò on Floridaôs west coast. 

Prime locations to find them will be in the surf and around 
lighted docks and bridges close to passes. Many beaches in 

my area from Anna Maria Island to Gasparilla Island are usu-

ally holding snook this month. Several factors that make an 

area productive are availability of baitfish, beach geography 
(a distinct trough with natural sand) and structure (rocks, pil-

ings, etc.), although structure is not a requirement. Walk 

along the beach in the morning and look for snook cruising in 
the trough, hanging around structure or actively feeding on 

baitfish. Polarized sunglasses are a requirement to be able to 

spot them. Cast small white flies, such as my Snook Minnow 
(a.k.a. Grass Minnow), DT Specials, Deceivers and Enrico 

Puglisi (EP) flies, to them after you spot them. I prefer an in-

termediate sink tip fly line to get my fly below any wave ac-

tion. 
 Youôll also find lots of snook around lighted docks 

and bridge fenders. Snook will feed best when the tide is 

strongest. Make presentations along shadow lines with white 
flies. The same flies that you use in the surf will also work 

when fishing dock or bridge fender lights. When fishing dock 

lights it is important to not hit snook on the head with your 
fly, since that will put them down and usually shut down the 

action. You might find larger snook or juvenile tarpon 

around bridges. Usually a 6 through and 8-weight fly rod is 

adequate for most snook that you will encounter, although 
when tarpon and large snook are present you will have to beef 

up your tackle. I have seen tarpon as large as 100-pounds 

mixed with 10-pounders around bridges. The area from Siesta 
Key south to ñsnook alleyò near Venice should be productive 

for snook this month. 

 Youôll also find juvenile tarpon in creeks and canals 

from lower Tampa Bay to Charlotte Harbor. I prefer to fish 
the canal systems of upper Charlotte Harbor in the Port Char-

lotte and Punta Gorda area. There are miles and miles of ca-

nals, but not all will hold fish. The best ones usually have sig-
nificant tidal flow and hard bottom that is 10ô or more deep. 

Look for rolling fish and cast flies scaled down versions of 

tarpon flies on sinking lines. Iôve done best with Tarpon Bun-
nies and EP flies fished on an Orvis 350-grain Depth Charge 

fly line. That fly line will get your fly down quickly in the 
water column and allow you to strip your fly slowly in the 

zone where they are likely to feed. You may find large tar-

pon in open areas of Tampa Bay, Sarasota Bay and Charlotte 

Harbor. They move into these areas to feed after they are fin-
ished spawning. Although they wonôt be tightly schooled, 

they will usually be feeding when you find them. Look for 

rolling fish or fish that are feeding around bait schools. Prime 
areas are north Sarasota Bay, Gasparilla Sound and upper 

Charlotte Harbor. An 11 or 12-weight fly rod with an interme-

diate sink tip fly line and fly patterns that work along the 
beach, such as Toads, EP flies and Tarpon bunnies, will get 

the job done.  

 Reds will be found in large schools this month. Look 

for areas of nervous water or large wakes. They are easier to 
find when the tide is low but they could pop up at any time. I 

recently had a large school of reds find me while I was trout 

fishing close to a sand bar. The school of reds erupted on a 
school of baitfish as they pushed them past my boat giving us 

a shot at them. They will aggressively strike fly poppers. 

Wide profile flies, such as Deceivers, MirrOlure flies and EP 
flies are usually the most productive. Running the flats to find 

them is not good for the environment or the fish. After they 

are pressured a few times, they may retreat to deeper water 

and become much harder to find. 
 Youôll find a good mix of fish on deep grass flats. 

Trout, bluefish, pompano, ladyfish, jacks and more will be 

found feeding in and around bait schools on deep grass flats. 
You might even have a school of reds or tarpon come into a 

feeding frenzy, so be ready for anything. Fish areas where 

grass meets sand or fish around baitfish schools to locate fish. 

When predator fish force baits to the surface, anything can 
happen. Usually the longer the frenzy lasts, the more likely 

that other species of fish may find it. Iôve seen a food chain 

develop that started with a few baitfish on the surface and 
ended with sharks attacking tarpon in the fray. Cast flies on 

intermediate or intermediate sink tip fly lines around the 

edges of bait schools or feeding fish for the best action. 
Clousers, Deceivers and EP flies will usually work well to 

duplicate the baits that youôll find on deep grass flats. 

 This a great month for catching quality fish. You 

might have an opportunity for a ñbullò redfish, a large tarpon 
or snook and a ñgatorò trout. Fish early in the day for the best 

action. I often begin my trips at 4 or 5 AM and am done be-

fore noon, when heat starts to affect fishing. Whatever you 
choose to do, remember to always limit your kill, donôt kill 

your limit!  

 
Tight Lines, 

Capt. Rick Grassett 

Snook Fin-Addict Guide Service, Inc.  

FFF Certified Fly Casting Instructor 
(941) 923-7799 

E-mail snookfin@aol.com 

www.flyfishingflorida.net and www.snookfin-addict.com  
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   RANDOM THOUGHTS FROM  

 THE TYING BENCH   
By Don Coleman        

Fly Line Dressing 
 

The cliché ñYou canôt teach an old dog new tricksò is 

alive and well in the world of fishing.....fly fishing.  In 

the 1950ôs, my dad and I would never miss fishing those 

precious dusk hours on Lake Shafer, in Indiana, and we 

used the tools of the trade for that period:  Bamboo rods, 

Medalist 1492s and Shakespeare 8 wt level line and, of 

course, on the best fishing platform on the planet, a 16ô 

flat bottom row boat with a 15 hp Martin motor with 

trolling motor, i.e., oars. 

Not unlike everything else, technology has changed fly 

fishing significantly over the last 50+ years, and that 

change includes fishermen. 

I miss my dad and fishing buddy, and I savor 

those priceless memories. I love the old gear, but I sure 

do appreciate the gear we have today, especially the fly 

line itself. 

My dad and I were big-game bluegill fishermen 

(regularly 30-60 a night on only a yellow popper).  The 

fly line had to do its job on the surface for 4+ hours per 

outing and that required maintenance.  It had to be 

dressed, all of it down to the spool.  What backing?  If 

not, within minutes it would be pulling the small poppers 

under the surface on the first strips.  As fly linesô quality 

increased over the years and became buoyant enough to 

stay afloat without the painful 2-minute effort of dress-

ing, I stopped doing it all together.  I could get years of 

service out of my abused fly line. Why bother dressing 

it? 

The truth is there is a very good reason to dress the fly 

line.  A few weeks ago, I read an article written by our 

own Pete Greenan.   He talked about cleaning and main-

taining your rod, reel, and line.  Iôve been meticulous 

over the years with my rods and reels, but the 

line?  Well, my guilty conscience finally made me give it 

a try. 

Pete recommends Glide, so thatôs what I bought.  It in-

cludes a little green box that makes it handy to apply--

until you lose the little green box.  Apply about a dime 

size splotch in a cloth--or little green box if you can find 

it--and apply to line. Wet or dry.  Let the Glide dry and 

buff.  The results?  Wow!  I cannot tell you the increased 

distance I get out of every cast anymore than I can tell 

you the length and weight of my catch without a scale or 

rule (how do those guys do that?), but it is so obvious I 

am a committed ñfly-line dresserò.  

 

Try it before your next outing, and thank Pete the next 

time you see him. 

 

Tom Hopkins 

 
HAS THE MAGIC GONE OUT OF YOUR FLY TYING? 
Try something different and experiment with blended 
colors in your flies. Manually mix hairs from dyed buck-
tails in the wings of your saltwater fliesðbendbacks for 
example--to give the impression of other colors, or to 
simply modify any solid color. You can tint or shade any 
color, or create texture within a solid color to create a 
vibrancy and the impression of life and movement in the 
wing 
 
Donôt overdress the fly. Space within the wing will allow 
water to move individual hairs and allow light to pene-
trate the wing. Depending on how the light hits individual 
hairs, they can each exhibit a different hue. Notice that 
although all the leaves on a tree may be the same color, 
individual leaves will have a different hue depending on 
the how they are lighted (directly, backlighted, shaded, 
or by reflected colors.) Also notice how much more mo-
bile are the leaves of some trees (such as Aspen and 
Maples) than are those of dense conifers because there 
is space around the individual leaves that allows the 
wind to move them. You want to give the impression of 
life within a fly, and mixing colors is another way to cre-
ate that illusion. Blending colors is easy. Here are the 
basics. 
 
THE MAGIC OF BLENDED COLORS--There are three 
Primary Colors--red, yellow, and blue-­and all other col-
ors come from different combinations of these three col-
ors. When you add white to a color you Tint the color. 
When you add black to a color you Shade the color. 
Mixing any two primary colors produces Secondary Col-
ors. Mixing red and yellow results in orange. Mixing yel-
low and blue results in green, while blue and red results 
in violet. Mixing a primary color with a secondary color 
results in a Tertiary Color. You can mix varying propor-
tions of different colored bucktail hairs to give the im-
pression of another color while still retaining the original 
colors. EXPERIMENT. Mix a sparse bunch of yellow 
hairs with an equal amount of blue hairs to give the im-
pression of green-while still retaining the original colors. 
Alter the proportions to get different green hues. Add 
some white to tint the green, or a touch of black to get a 
darker shade of green. Or add a few yellow hairs to 
green bucktail to add texture to the green. Simple color 
magic. 
 
The eyes of both humans and fish contain rods and 
cones. The rods recognize black and white. The cones 
recognize colors. For some  

Cont page 7 
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OUTINGS NEWS 

Tony Saviano has graciously volunteered to help with the 
Club Outings going forward. Tony will welcome other folks 

to jump in to help him.  

 

Here is the planned calendar of MCFF Outings for 2008... 
 

August 16 - Beach Fishing  TBA - 8 AM to 2 PM, Saltwater 

species - refreshments 
Sept. 15-16 - Mosquito Lagoon - 8 AM to 3 PM, Saltwater 

species - refreshments 

October 11 - Sarasota Bay - 8 AM to 2 PM, Saltwater species 
- refreshments 

Oct. 20-21 - Everglades/ Alligator Alley - 8 AM to 3 PM, 

Freshwater species - refreshments 

November 15 - Lake Manatee - 8 AM to 2 PM, Freshwater 
species - refreshments 

 

For more details, or to sign up for these outings, talk to Tony 
Saviano at our Monthly Meetings, or contact Tony by email: 

tsaviano@verizon.net , or phone: 941-727-0501  

 
 
reason, the cones become agitated when viewing a mix-
ture of primary and secondary colors. For example, red 
and green do not go well together. Yet a few red hairs 
mixed into a green wing can produce vibrancy in a buck-
tail wing that cannot be obtained otherwise. 
 
Blended colors merge and become other colors, giving 
the impression of vibrancy, movement, and the illusion 
of life in a fly. I think all three primary colors should be 
represented to some extent in every fly. Fly tying can be 
an art, which is different than technique. Be creative. 
Donôt allow your fly tying to become mechanical. There 
is no law requiring you to replicate flies 
 
BUT LET YOUR HEART NOT BE TROUBLED ð All-
white flies work very well. White best reflects the colors 
of a baitfishôs surroundings, just like the scales on a 
baitfish. When held out of water in white light, bait fish 
do not look the same as they do underwater where their 
color is constantly changing from reflected light. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

2003 Action Craft 1820 SE Hybrid (Kevlar/Carbon Fiber 
hull), Mercury 115 4-Stroke eng, Rolls alum. trlr, Loaded w/ 

options! Bob's Machine shop jack plate, Garmin 498 GPS/

Bottom machine combo unit, Standard Horizon VHF radio, 

Lenco Troll N' Tab dual 24 volt trolling motor system, 3 new 
West Marine batteries, side mounted console w/ Todd re-

movable pedestal & swivel chair in cockpit (Keys style), 

Stiffy push pole, all maintenance records available. $21,900 
contact Capt. Rick Grassett at 941-923-7799 or snook-

fin@aol.com 

Random thoughts contôd from page 6 

Did all you Anglers recognize our loveable Tony in last 

monthôs issue? 

FOR SALE 

mailto:snookfin@aol.com
mailto:snookfin@aol.com


LEFTYôS TIPS 
Lefty Kreh has allowed us to print tips from his book ñ 

Leftyôs 101 FlyFishing Tipsò. 

Pg 8 

CASTING TIPS 

     I generally flip the hook over at this point.   Leave 

yourself some room at the front to build your 

head.  Tye in 6-12 strands of opal mirage accent 

(pearl krystal flash) splitting it to either side of the 

shank.  Now tye in a bundle of white calftail on 

the bottom of the hook extending back ¾ of the 

tailsô length. 

     Flip the hook back to point down.  Tye in a very 

small bundle of white calftail on top matching the 

length of the bottom bundle.  Now add a bundle of 

olive calftail extending itsô length to slightly 

longer than the white of the body.  Add 6-12 

strands of olive (peacock, pearl) krystal flash. 

     If youôre are using gray as the top color, use 

lavender (pearl, silver) krystal flash on top. 

 

     I really like calftail on small flies.  First is its 

translucency.  Second is how a small amount can 

still look very fully tyed.  This is due to the slight, 

very tight kink in the hair.  Be sure to not use too 

much hair on thisðsparse is good.  Only a very 

few bucktails I find have this quality, and I wonôt 

waste them on a small fly. 

 

FLY OF THE MONTH CONTôD 

CLUB SHIRTS AND HATS ARE 

READY FOR SALE 

Shirts  $30.00 - Hats $10.00 

Monofilament has very low shear strength.  A nick in 

monofilament vastly weakens the material.  There is a 

simple way to check for nicks that may be hard to detect 

with the eye.  Place the monofilament between the 

thumb and first finger.  Be sure to push the thumbnail 

firmly against the mono, so it depresses into the first fin-

ger.  Now draw the mono through your thumbnail and 

finger and you will detect even the slightest nick. 

by Pete Greenan 
A FFF Master -Certified Casting Instructor 

  

Stop me!, Stop me! ï this refers to stopping the rod 

at the end of the backcast or forward cast.  The 

stop is positive.  No waving the rod around, no 

bouncing the rod, no dropping off the path, 

etc.  Just stop it dead. This allows the line to un-

roll off the rod tip.  It also acts as an anchor for 

the line to pull against. As the line pulls the rod 

tip backward, it loads the rod for a perfect  

 


