
 1 

August 2011 Volume  Issue 8-11 

Come to the next  meeting 

Tuesday, July 26 at Twin Lakes Park at 7:00 PM. 

Arrive early for casting and tying instruction. 

This monthôs meeting will be a  

Fly-Tying Forum 
 
Weôve lined up some of our best demonstrators, and members of all skill levels are encouraged to 

bring along their own fly tying gear and join in. The clubôs fly tying gear and fly tying materials will 

also be available for use.  

Weôll have several fly tiers covering a wide spectrum of different techniques and fishy patterns: 

 

Bill Hopper will be doing both a yarn and deer hair crab pattern. 

Evan Jones will be showing various different weed guards to add to your flies. 

Guest tier Dale Heilmann will be tying a Snook deceiver. 

Joe Bursel has a neat beach fly which has been productive for him. 

Les Fulcher is on his way to Alaska soon and will be tying salmon flies. 

Craig Smothers will also be tying feathers focusing on matching and splaying tail feathers. 

Others are encouraged to pull up a table and show off what they are good at. 

Bring along your own flies to show off.  Have a fly example youôre not quite sure how to tie?  Bring 

it along so someone can help break down the tying steps. Never tied a fly before but interested in 

learning more? This is a great opportunity for tiers of all skill levels to learn from eachother. 
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Ken Babineau was Mayôs winner of trip with Capt. Pete Greenan. A 

great trip for the cost of a $5.00 lottery ticket. Have a fun day Ken. 

 

Brief bio: Have been guiding in Sarasota since 1997, specializing in light 

tackle fishing adventures and flyfishing. Known for flyfishing at night for 

snook and creating many of my own successful fly patterns.  

Also registered as a veteran Maine Guide.  

Youôll win a 6 hour fishing trip for 2 people, day or night, on a mutually 

agreed-upon day. Excludes holiday weeks, and March and April.  

WIN A TRIP WITH CAPT. STEVE WARREN  

Tickets are $5.00 each or 5 for $20 

Donôt miss a chance to win! 

 
Yes, we should have drawn this in June, but since Evan forgot the tickets we had to wait 

until July. So one more chance to win at the July meeting. You need not be present to win. 
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Continued next page 

 

 

 

Capt. Rick Grassettôs Fly Fishing Forecast for August 2011 
  

            The early bird will get the worm in August. The best fishing for most species will be early in 

the day before heat becomes an issue. Tarpon will move to inside waters of Sarasota Bay, Tampa Bay 

and Charlotte Harbor. Youôll find snook in the surf and around lighted docks and bridges close to 

passes. Reds will be schooling on shallow flats this month and the best time to catch a ñgatorò trout 

will be at first light in the morning. 
             

 Tarpon will be all spawned out by August and will turn their attention to feeding. Theyôll move 

to the inside waters of Sarasota and Tampa Bays and upper Charlotte Harbor. You might also find them 

cruising the shadow line of a bridge after dark or before dawn in the morning. Look for them rolling on 

the surface at dawn or feeding in bait schools later in the morning. Fly anglers may score with an inter-

mediate or an intermediate sink tip fly line and a dark, large profile fly. When tarpon are scattered 

around and rolling in a wide area, it is important to keep your fly in the water. 
            You may find juvenile tarpon, from 15 to 30-pounds, in creeks, canals and turning basins. They 

may congregate in dead end canals, especially where there is deep water from 10ô-15ô or more. Look 

for them rolling on the surface to find them but fish deep for the best success. Iôve done best with a 

scaled down tarpon fly (1/0) stripped slowly along the bottom. An Orvis 350-grain Depth Charge fly 

line will get your fly to the bottom fast with minimal false casting. These smaller tarpon may strike 

your fly more like a ladyfish than a tarpon. You will often feel them ñbumpò fly several times before 

you get a solid hook up. 
            Snook season remains closed, so any snook fishing this month is catch and release only. Use 

tackle that is heavy enough to land them quickly so that they donôt become stressed in warm water. 

You should find snook cruising in the surf where you can walk along the beach and sight cast to them. 

A variety of small white flies, fished on an intermediate sink tip fly line, will get the job done. Youôll 

have the best visibility from about 8 or 8:30 AM until early afternoon. If fish are heading towards you, 

you can cast your fly and wait for them to move up to intercept it. When snook are moving the same 

direction as you, walk up high on the beach to get ahead of them and make the same presentation. 
            Youôll also find snook staging around docks and bridges, especially close to passes, where you 

can use the same flies for them. Focus on shadow lines where light meets dark and fish peak tidal flows 

in the ICW for the best action. 
            Reds will be schooling on shallow flats this month. Theyôll be easier to find when the tide is 

low. Look for them pushing wakes to find them. You may also see a ñnervousò patch of water when it 

is calm or a slick patch of water when there is a ripple, which will indicate their presence just below the 

surface. It is fun to find a school of large reds, but if you spook one you may spook all of them. Once 

youôve located them, get ahead of them and let them come to you, much like tarpon fishing along the 

beach. When they are in range, work around the edges of the school, rather than casting into the middle 

of them, to avoid spooking them. Fly anglers should score with a floating line and wide profile baitfish 

fly patterns, such as EP flies, poppers and Gurglers. Be cautious when fly fishing to avoid lining fish 

that you canôt see. 
            Trout  will also be a good option this month and the best time to catch a ñgatorô will be at first 

light. Focus on mullet and bait schools with fly poppers or Gurglers. Youôll see the action slow quickly 

as soon as it gets bright and fish will move to deeper water. A lightly weighted fly, like my Grassett 

Deep Flats Bunny, or a popper/dropper combo with a lightly weighted fly about 30ò behind a fly pop-

per should work well. Some of my favorite trout and redfish flats are in north Sarasota Bay. Focus on 

bars, potholes and points with deep grass for the best action.. 
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Continued from previous page 

 You might also find blues, jacks and ladyfish on deep grass flats and the techniques and 

flies are the same as when targeting trout on deep grass flats. Look for ladyfish breaking on the sur-

face and if they stay up long enough, trout, blues, jacks and even tarpon will join the fray. Little 

tunny and tripletail  may show up in the coastal gulf or in Tampa Bay. Look for little tunny feeding 

in bait schools that are being flushed out of Tampa Bay from the Skyway Bridge to Egmont Key. 

You might find tripletail around crab trap floats or buoys in both the coastal gulf and in Sarasota 

Bay. 
            Like many other months, there are plenty of options in August although the action will usu-

ally be best early in the day. However, tarpon, tripletail and little tunny are species that may be ef-

fectively targeted later in the day. I often begin my days in August, fly fishing for snook around 

lighted docks and bridge fenders before dawn and then move to the flats for the best action of the 

day at dawn. Whatever you choose to do, please limit your kill, donôt kill your limit! 

Tight Lines, 
Capt. Rick Grassett 
Snook Fin-Addict Guide Service, Inc. 
FFF Certified Fly Casting Instructor 
(941) 923-7799 

E-mail snookfin@aol.com 

www.flyfishingflorida.net and www.snookfin-addict.com 

Look for reds schooling on shallow flats this month. Vic Cook, from Columbus, OH, 

caught and released this one on a Grassett Flats Minnow fly while fishing north Sara-

sota Bay with Capt. Rick Grassett in August 2010. Capt. Rick Grassett file photo.  

mailto:snookfin@aol.com
http://www.flyfishingflorida.net/
http://www.snookfin-addict.com/
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Classifieds 

 

 

 

12 gallon auxiliary gas tank - used 2 days - NEW CONDITION ! 

Dimensions - 14W x 14T x 23L 

Cost new $115.00  

Posted on Craigs list: https://post.craigslist.org/manage/2492753323/43hdy   

 

Remember that classified postings are FREE for club members so let 

us know if youôve got anything to buy/sell/trade! 

https://post.craigslist.org/manage/2492753323/43hdy
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Fly Of The Month 

Craigôs Night Deceiver 

By Craig Smothers 

After last monthôs Snook presentation, Bob Parker approached me 

and asked me to write up this fly.  I have done this fly before for the 

club, but I bet it was pre-2002 when I did it. 

     The Night Deceiver is one of the flies I have always carried with 

me.  Being feathers and deer hair, they get torn up by the fish, but 

the return is well worth the sacrifice.  This fly has caught the largest 

snook and the second largest redfish for me (on consecutive days).  

Iôve used it extensively in the back-backcountry of the Everglades 

with great success.  Iôve also used in the summer months around the 

lighted docks in Snook Alley.  Iôve even jumped tarpon with it. 

     Working with feathers can be annoying at times.  I plan to show 

some of the methods I personally use to tame the errant feathers.  

With a bit of practice, anyone can learn to master the skills (and 

patients) to make them lie correctly. 

Materials:  

Hook: Mustad 34007, Gamakatsu SC15 or B10 stinger, Tiemco 900S, Owner Flyliner in sizes #1-#2/0 

Thread: Flymaster 6/0 white 

Tail : 4-8 quality white or grizzly neck hackles, opal Mirage Flashabou 

Body: white and gray bucktail, opal Mirage Accent, opal Mirage Flashabou, black and lavender Krystal Flash, white glow-in-

 the-dark Flashabou (it is a night deceiver), gray Fire Fly Tye (gray is impossible to find, substitute silver Fire Fly or 

 Flashabou), Optional pearl body braid. 

Cheeks: Mallard Flank feathers 

Throat: red rabbit fur 

Eyes: ıò or 5/16ò stick-on silver eyes 

Misc: Daveôs Fleximent, epoxy head. 

 

1) The hook goes in the vice point down.  Use 6/0 or smaller thread so it doesnôt build up too quickly.  Thread from the 

hook eye back to where the hook bends down.  Match the feathers in size as best you can.  Match the ends of the two sets 

of neck feathers, and then marry them facing inward to each other.  The feather shafts of all of them should be closely 

inline to each other.  Decide on your lengthðI usually go for around 2 ½ to 3 times the hook length.  Keep your fingers 

very close to where youôre cutting.  Make the cut.  Holding firmly, knock all of the loose fluff away.  Thread forward a 

1/8ò.  Now bring you fingers in right on top of the hook with the feathers. 

 

 2) IMPORTANT!!! When tying in the feathers with the thread, start right at the tip of the cut shaft.  Wrap back firmly, but 

not too tightly 4 to 6 wraps moving back over the 1/8ò of hook shank.  You should be able to release the feathers now.  

Look and see if everything is straight.  Now re-grasp the feathers just behind the tie in point.  Grab the thread and pull 

UPWARD, not downward to tighten the wraps of thread you have made.  Make several more wraps to cover the tie in 

point.  Soak the wraps in Fleximent.  Add 4-6 strands of opal Mirage Flashabou along both sides of the feather.  Glue 

again. 

 

 

Continued next page 
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3) Optional.  If youôd like, cover the forward part of the hook shank with pearl body braid, stopping 3/16ò from the 

hook eye. 

 

 

4) Thread forward to the hook eye.  Turn the hook over in the vice.  Tie in 2 strands of black Krystal Flash along both 

sides of the hook bottom.  Next is the white bucktail.  Tie in a good amount of the white on the bottom of the hook.  

Add 6-10 strands of opal Mirage Accent along both sides of the white.  Glue again. 

 

 

5) Turn the hook over again.  Tie in 4-6 strands of glow-in-the-dark Flashabou along both sides of the hook.  Add 4-6 

strands of opal Mirage Flashabou on top of that.  Next come 6-12 strands of lavender Krystal Flash directly over the 

top of the hook.  A good portion of gray bucktail rides of top of that (I prefer a light gray).  And lastly, 6-10 strands 

of gray Fire Fly Tie to top it off.  Glue again. 

 

 

6) The mallard flank feather is added along the sides of the deceiver as the cheeks.  Flip the hook again and add a short, 

sparse amount of red rabbit hair on the bottom.  Whip finish and glue again.  Stick the eyes on the mallard flack 

coming very close to the thread wraps.  The thread wraps will be coated with epoxy, with the epoxy just touching 

the forward edge of the eye for longevity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sorry guys, no step-by-step pictures this month. Youôll have to use your imagination, or just catch up with Craig at 

the fly-tying Forum and have him show you in person. 

 

 

 

 

 

Things that can be learned in tying this fly: 

  

 Feather Handling:  Use feathers directly off a whole neck rather than driving yourself crazy using strung material.          

Tying in groups of feathers that are straight as a razor. 

  

 Thread Management:  Donôt think more wraps of thread are better.  Learn to control the amount of thread you need 

to tie something in.  The head will be as big as your pinky finger. 
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Save the Date  
Upcoming Events of Interest  

 

Know of anything that should be on our radar? Let us know at mangrovecoastflyfishers@gmail.com  

 
 
August  
 
 

6th: Sarasota Baywatch and the Sarasota Yacht Club and will be hosting the premier bay scallop restora-
tion fundraising event ñScallopalooza ï Repay the Bay ò at their beautiful new facility overlooking the bay 
front. More information is available at www.sarasotabaywatch.org 
 
 

13th: The 4th Annual Sarasota Bay Great Scallop Search . Sign up at www.sarasotabaywatch.org 
 
 

 
September  
 
24th and 25th: Florida Sportsman Show at Fairgrounds in Tampa. The FL Council of the FFF has a com-
plimentary table and casting pond. Contact Ken Hofmeister (of Suncoast Anglers) for more info:    
kentonhofmeister@gmail.com  

 

 

 
October  
 
21st and 22nd: annual FFF Conclave and Expo in Orlando. More info will be available soon at: http://fff-
florida.org 
 
 
29th: CCA/MCFF catch -and-release fly -fishing tournament . More info will be forthcoming. 
 
 

 
November  
 
11th and 12th: The 4th International Bonefish and Tarpon Symposium (hosted by Bonefish&Tarpon 
Trust) at the IGFA headquarters in Dania Beach. More information at www.tarbone.org 
 
 

http://fff-florida.org/
http://fff-florida.org/
http://fff-florida.org/
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PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE 

The club needs a new newsletter editor. Pronto. After many years of service to the 

club, doing just about every job imaginable, Bob Parker has finally had enough. 

This half-assed edition was produced by yours truly while we search for someone 

more competent. If you have any interestðor know anyone who mightðplease 

write to us at mangrovecoastflyfishers@gmail.com and let us know! 

 

Iôd also like to encourage anyone who is interested in getting more benefit from 

their membership to join us at an upcoming Board Meeting. Anyone is welcome to 

attend, and thereôs no obligation. Itôs just a good way for us to keep in touch with 

the needs of the membership. Meetings are the 2nd Wednesday of each month at 

7pm, and are held at the Perkins restaurant on Fruitville Road just W of I-75. 

Editorial on Shark Fishing and Protection 
By Dennis Kowal 

The following is a response to a Herald Tribune article from last month on the supposed contro-

versy over some newly-proposed regulations to protect sharks in FL state waters. Since it went un-

printed by the SHT, we thought weôd share it here.  

The article, ñSharks could gain protection in state watersò by Dale White, 6/26/11, 

Sarasota Herald Tribune, was interesting because ñsome anglersò object. I could 

quarrel with those described as anglers, but would prefer to say their opinion does not 

define all or even most anglers who fish for sharks, which incidentally are a migra-

tory species. 

Sarasota, around 1974, did have a Shark club that morphed into Sarasota Sportsman 

Club; additionally, The Sarasota Anglers Club, one of the oldest, since 1934, merged 

with the Anglers Club to become the Sarasota Sports Fishing Anglers Club in 1997. 

The S.S.A.C. has been the spawning ground for the all-release Tarpon tournaments 

and the Mangrove Coast Fly Fishers, reef balls, sea grass restoration, etc. 

 

I mention these bits of history to illustrate how the world around us is evolving. The 

ñold daysò of catch and kill tournaments are over! The ñold daysò of unregulated 

commercial fishing, (harvesting) are over. We all lose or have lost jobs, and commer-

cial fishing can't be granted a special romantic exemption. Remember the debates 

about the ñnet banò and shark finning? We cannot only think locally and apply self-

ish and simple minded solutions---if we do not adopt sustainable concepts, there will 

be no future for our sons and daughters.   ð Dennis Kowal 



 10 

Outings Report 

Outing PreviewðBishopôs Harbor 

 

Greetings MCFF,  
 
Our next outing will be Saturday July, 23rd at Bishop Harbor. Wading access is limited making this outing 
geared more towards those with watercraft (Kayak, canoe, paddleboard, etc.). We can meet at the small, unim-
proved boat launch off Bishop Harbor Rd. at 7am and fish the outgoing tide 1pm.  
 
Bishop Harbor fishes very well on a strong outgoing tide for trout, redfish, and snook, especially at the mouth 
where the current funnels into the main channel. The outside flats are a good option as well, along with the 
numerous cuts and mangrove islands in Hell's Half Acre. In general, I have found the fishing to be better to-
ward the mouth this time of year, where the water is usually less turbid and has a stronger tidal flow.  
 
The launch is less than five minutes from I-275. To get there from I-275, take Rt. 41 (Tamiami Trail) north 1 
mile to Bishop Harbor Rd., turn left, go 1/2 mile west and you'll find the launch on the right, just as the road 
takes an abrupt 90 degree turn south.  
 
Feel free to contact me with any questions,  
 
Tight Lines,  
 
Jeff Rasband 
MCFF Outings Coordinator   
 

 

 

Denis Kowal 
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RANDOM THOUGHTS FROM THE TYING BENCH  
By C.W. ñDonò Coleman 

 
EARLY FLY FISHING MEMORIES  

 
Bamboo Fly Rods with metal ferules and two tip sections--and Medalist reels. 
 
Double tapered fly lines with letter designations such as HGH that had to be hung on streamside bushes to dry 
and be dressed with floatant several times a dayða time to relax and eat lunch. 
 
Willow creels with a pair of beautiful trout lying on a bed of fernsðñKeepersò. 
 
The beautiful streams in the uplands of the Endless MountainsðSolitude and peace. 
 
Patching rubber hip boots with automobile inner tube patchesðThe Robins are back. 
 
Struggling to cast 60 feet and learning to cast with your elbow at your side. 
 
Forest trails to that secret spot--Trilliums and Skunk Cabbage and Red Winged Blackbirds. 
 
Climbing over ice flows on opening day to reach open water and hot coffee from a thermos and dipping your rod in 
the water to melt the ice on the guides so you could cast again. 
 
Gluing felt to the soles of hip boots to provide traction in the freestone streams. 
 
Maple syrup time and the red buds of maples signaling that it is time to tie flies for the opening of trout season: Dry 
flies and wet flies and bucktail streamersðThe Royal Coachman and Light Cahills and Lead Winged Coachmen 
and the Adams and a few Black Nosed Dace. 
 
Tying tapered gut leaders with short sections because that was as long as we could get, and mastering the Blood 
knot and the Turle knot and the Perfection Loop, and metal tins with felt liners to keep gut leaders wet and pliable. 
 
Roll casting while wading up narrow, rocky streams and false casting to dry your fly. 
 
Only a few days left of the fishing season and hunting season just openedðdo I go fishing or grouse hunting? ð
Indian Summersðremember the smell of Hoppeôs #9? 
 
Cars with running boards so wide that you could sit on them to don your hip boots or eat your Peanut Butter and 
Jelly sandwichesðwhere should we try next? 
 
Early mornings with the mist rising above your favorite riverðcold fingers and checkered red and black wool shirts 
and favorite fishing hats and colorful red bandanas and license buttons. 
 
Cleaning and cooking trout over an open fire alongside the stream, along with the good talk between fishing bud-
diesðthe best of timesðthe smell of pipe smoke and wood smoke. 
 
Figure eight loops catching the early morning sun and water droplets looking like diamonds. 
 
Evening spinner falls and swooping swallows and coming home to an understanding wife. 
 
ñWhere go the years? Down what tunnel of time are poured the precious days.ò -- LôAmour 

 

A little nostalgia for the old folks. Thanks, Don. See ya on the other side. 
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June 8, 2011:  Julie was placed on the national organ transplant waiting list for a new liver. 
This comes as somewhat of a surprise after having enjoyed 16 successful, healthy years after 
receiving her first transplant at the age of 12. She has a condition called "Budd Chiari Syn-
drome" and it seems as if this has reoccurred and caused irreversible liver damage. Her treat-
ment and care will be handled by the Nebraska Medical Center in Omaha due to their incompa-
rable expertise with liver transplants and more specifically, Budd Chiari Syndrome. We will be 
using our Facebook Discussions page to communicate any new information as it becomes avail-
able.  The link to the store page is below; click on "Discussions" and then "Liver" to view.  
 
Visit their web site:   www.flyingfishflorida.com      
  

  

News from Flying Fish  Outfitters regarding our good friend Julie. 

 Visit the web site:   www.flyingfishflorida.com 
 Visit the web site:   www.flyingfishflorida.com 

 Visit the web site:   www.flyingfishflorida.com 
 Visit the web site:   www.flyingfishflorida.com 
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Capt. Rick Grassett  EMAIL: snookfin@aol.com 

PH: 941-923-7799      www.snookfin-addict.com 

                                             www.flyfishingflorida.net  

 

Capt. Pete Greenan             EMAIL: captpete@floridaflyfishing.com 

PH: 941-232-2960                              www.floridaflyfishing.com 

 

Capt. John Hand                   EMAIL: tomatoesjh@yahoo.com 

PH 239-842-7778                              www.redfishlandingguideservice.com 

 

Capt. Jamie Allen   www.jamiesoutfishin.com 

PH 941-628.9031 

 

Capt. Steve Warren EMAIL: martybw7@comcast.net 

PH  941-346-8954   www.sumertime.agap.com 

 

Steve Gibson  EMAIL steve@kayakfishingsarasota.com   

 PH: 941-284-3406   www.kayakfishingsarasota.com 

    http://gibbysfishingblo.blogspot.com 

 

Capt. Al White  EMAIL:  bocaonthefly@yahoo.com 

PH 941-697-0320 

 

Capt. Tony Petrella EMAIL:  tightloops@peoplepc.com 

PH  941-496-4289 

 

Capt. Bryon Chamberlain EMAIL:  captbryon@yahoo.com 

PH  813-361-8801   www.barbedsteel.com 

 

Capt. Ed Hurst  EMAIL: captedhurst@comcast.com 

PH 941-928-3718   

 

Capt. Ray Markham EMAIL: Flatback@tampabay.rr.com 

PH  941-723-2655 

 

Capt. Pat Damico  EMAIL: pat4jaws@hotmail.com 

PH 727-504-8649 

 

 

 

 

CBôs Saltwater Outfitters  
1249 Stickney Point Road 

Siesta Key, FL 34242  

941-349-4400 

www.CBsOutfitters.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Economy Tackle 
6018 S. Tamiami Trail  

Sarasota, FL 34231 

941-922-9671  

www.floridakayak.comFL  34208 

,  

            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REMEMBER TO SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS AND GUIDES 

Discount Tackle Outlet 

3113 First Street East 

Bradenton 

941-746-6020 

www.DiscountTackleOnline.com 

Flying Fish Outfitters  

820 Albee Rd. 

Nokomis, FL  34275 

941-412-4512 

www.flyingfishflorida.com 

Flint Creek Outfitters  

13421 Fishawk Blvd. 

Riverview FL,  33569 

813-681-1888 

www.flintcreekoutfitters.com 
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Orvis fly rods and tying 

 Materials 
 

TFO fly rods  
 

Fly reels 
 

COLUMBIA Clothing  
 

Guy Harvey tee shirts 

 

Other assorted fishing gear 

 
 

1249 Stickney Pt. Rd.  Siesta Key 


