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April 2010 Volume  Issue 4-10 

Next Meeting 

Tuesday, March 23, at Twin Lakes Park at 7:00 PM. 

  Web site: mangrovecoastflyfishers.com 

Redfish on the Fly with Capt. Al Keller  

Join south Florida native Captain Al Keller for an evening on fly fishing for reds. 

A specialist in fishing skinny water, Al will share his techniques, tactics, ties, and 

tackle tips for targeting redfish—both our local variety and their bigger cousins 

in Louisiana. Whether you favor the mangroves or the flats, poling or wading, Al 

will give you a new perspective on redfish… one of our most challenging yet re-

warding species on a fly rod. 
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WIN 2 FREE TICKETS ANYWHERE 

 JET BLUE FLYS!!! 

BIG! Big! RAFFLE FOR FEB. AND MARCH! 

Fly free to some great fishing destinations in New England, 

Bermuda, the Bahamas, the islands of the Caribbean, the far 

West and many, many more. 

 

Raffle tickets are only $5 and 6 for $20. 

Don’t pass up this rare opportunity. 
 

LAST CHANCE AT THE MARCH MEETING 

Mangrove Coast Fly Fishers Raffle-Jet Blue Round Trip 

Travel for 2 

  

            Dave Barger, CEO of Jet Blue Airways 

(www.jetblue.com), has graciously donated a pair of Jet Blue 

round trip tickets to and from any city in the Jet Blue route 

system. Go to www.jetblue.com/wherewejet/ for a complete 

list of destinations. Must be used by Jan. 3, 2011. 

                                                                      Capt. Rick Grassett 

http://www.jetblue.com/
http://www.jetblue.com/wherewejet/
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Capt. Rick Grassett’s Fly Fishing Forecast for April 2010 
  

            April is one of my favorite months of the year. Baitfish should be plentiful on both deep and shallow 

grass flats and predators should be there, too. Reds and trout should spend more time feeding on shallow 

flats due to more plentiful bait there. This is also a good month for snook at night in the ICW around lighted 

docks and bridge fenders. Spanish and king mackerel and cobia should make an appearance in our area as 

they head north. Keep your eyes open for the first tarpon of the season as we head towards the end of the 

month. 

            Snook season remains closed during April due to a special rule enacted by our FWC following the 

freeze in January. However, catch and release fishing is allowed. You should use tackle that is heavy 

enough to land them quickly and handle them gently. You should find snook staging on shallow flats and 

around sand bars as they make their move towards passes. You will also find them around lighted docks and 

bridge fenders in the ICW this month. Choose a strong tide for the best action. I like to use small white flies 

(#4 hooks), like my Grassett’s Snook Minnow,  at night and wider profile flies, such as Deceivers or EP 

flies, on the flats. The area from north Sarasota Bay to lower Tampa Bay is hot for snook in April. My fa-

vorite area at night is the ICW from Sarasota to Venice. 

            Reds should also be more active this month. As finicky as they can be, they usually eat better when 

the water is warmer and food is plentiful. I let the height and direction of the tide determine where I’ll look 

for them. When the tide is high or rising they will follow the water up onto a flat and feed close to man-

grove shorelines or on top of sand and oyster bars. When the tide is falling they will be in deeper areas such 

as potholes or outer edges of flats. I like to use lightly weighted flies in shallow water over grass for reds 

from north Sarasota Bay to lower Tampa Bay or in Gasparilla Sound. Cast your fly and leader along seams 

where sand and grass meet to find fish. Focus on accuracy rather than long casts when blind casting. Long 

casts may spook fish over grass that you can’t see. It is better to start with a short cast and lengthen your 

cast with a series of casts. Reds may also eat Gurglers or fly poppers when conditions are right. I like either 

a high tide or low light conditions when using poppers. 

            Trout should be plentiful this month and you’ll find them on both shallow and deep grass flats. 

“Gators” may be in skinny water where they’ll blast top water plugs or fly poppers. You’ll probably find 

more trout on deep grass flats from 3’ to 7’ and still have the chance to catch a big one. I like to drift deep 

grass flats and cast flies on intermediate or intermediate sink tip fly lines ahead of my drift to locate trout. I 

like flats that have a good tidal flow and good sea grass growth. Sarasota Bay has some great flats, includ-

ing the Middleground, Stephens Point and Whale Key flats that are very good for trout in April. 

            The first tarpon of the season should show up during April. You’ll find them cruising shadow lines 

at night around bridges and rolling on deep grass flats. They will also stage in certain areas as resident fish 

make their way out of rivers and creeks where they spend winters. Sarasota Bay flats and bridges that are 

close to passes, the mouth of the Manatee River and Tampa Bay are areas to look for tarpon in April. You’ll 

also find them rolling or “laid up” on deep grass flats and in backcountry areas of Gasparilla Sound and 

Bull and Turtle Bays. These early season fish often respond to a well placed fly, such as a Toad, Deceiver 

or bunny fly, since they haven’t been bothered for quite a while. 

            You might also find pompano, blues, Spanish mackerel, jacks and ladyfish on deep grass flats of 

Sarasota Bay. When toothy fish are plentiful you’ll need to use wire or heavy fluorocarbon. I prefer heavy 

fluorocarbon because it is less visible than wire and you should get more bites. However, larger fish may 

require wire to prevent bite offs. Techniques and areas would be the same as for trout, although you may 

also find pompano, Spanish mackerel and blues in passes or the coastal gulf. When fishing passes, I use 

weighted flies on fast sinking fly lines (300 or 350 grain). 

              

Continued next page 
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            Spanish and king mackerel, blues, cobia, tripletail and little tunny may be found in the coastal 

gulf this month. Look for bird activity or “breaking” fish to find everything except cobia and tripletail. 

Usually fish feeding on the surface are moving very fast, so watch which way the birds are moving and 

set up ahead of them. You want to be where they are going rather than where they have already been. 

Work around the edges of the school and avoid getting too close to them with your boat which will put 

them down. Cast fly poppers and weighted flies to them once you are in the right position. You’ll need an 

8 or 9-weight fly rod with a floating line for poppers and Crease flies or an intermediate/intermediate sink 

tip fly line for weighted flies such as Clousers. 

            In the absence of surface activity, check out one of the many artificial reefs in the coastal gulf off 

Sarasota. I like to drift over the structure and cast flies on fast sinking fly lines to find fish that are lower 

in the water column. A bottom machine with good resolution will also help you find structure, bait and 

predators. Cobia may be found over structure or free swimming on the surface around crab trap floats or 

buoys. Cobia will require a 9-weight or heavier fly rod. Any fly that will work for tarpon will also work 

for cobia. You might also find tripletail on the surface around crab trap floats or buoys. 8 or 9-weight fly 

tackle with a floating or sink tip fly line and a shrimp or baitfish fly pattern will work well for tripletail. 

            This is one of my favorite months, both shallow and deep flats are alive with activity and migra-

tory predators will be plentiful as they pass through our area heading north. I like to check out the coastal 

gulf when conditions are good, although this is a great time for reds, snook and trout on the flats. What-

ever you choose to do, remember to always limit your kill, don’t kill your limit! 

  

Tight Lines, 

Capt. Rick Grassett 

Snook Fin-Addict Guide Service, Inc. 

FFF Certified Fly Casting Instructor 

(941) 923-7799 

E-mail snookfin@aol.com 

 

This is a great month for reds in skinny wa-

ter. Perry Greene, from MI, caught and re-

leased this big red on a Grassett's Flats Min-

now fly while fishing Sarasota Bay in April 

with Capt. Rick Grassett. (File photo) 

Look for tripletail around channel 

markers, buoys and crab trap floats 

this month. John Colwell, from Seat-

tle, WA, caught and released this one 

on a Clouser fly in April while fish-

ing with Capt. Rick Grassett.  

mailto:snookfin@aol.com
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CASTING TIPS 

 
1. Practice Makes Perfect. 

 

The single most important factor in learning to cast or improving your casting is practice. You simply cannot buy skill, it comes 

only with time and effort on your part, but, surprisingly not a lot of either is required to become proficient with a fly rod. Its im-

portant to practice correctly.  

If you practice wrong, as Gary Borger once said, it will just make you perfectly wrong. If you don't know how to make a good 

cast, get some solid instruction, from someone who is a good instructor. The Federation of Fly Fishers Certified or Master Cast-

ing Instructors in your area can provide the help you need. After you know how to practice correctly rig up a rod, line, leader and 

yarn fly and use it on the grass to practice accuracy and if you have room, distance as well. Keeping the outfit rigged up and 

hanging in the garage or house will make it easy to grab it and practice a few minutes each day. If you practice ten to twenty min-

utes a day, three or so times a week you will be amazed at the improvement you'll see. 

 

2. Dealing with Wind into the Casting Side 

 

A cool breeze can be a welcome relief from the heat, but, annoying winds can limit a fly casters accuracy and distance and can 

cause injury. Winds into your casting side are most annoying and dangerous since the fly(s) can be blown into you on the back 

cast or forward cast.  

Below are a few effective casting techniques to deal with that annoying wind into your casting side: 

a. Cast sidearm, horizontally in both directions can keep the line and flies out to the side, low to the water, a rod's length away. 

b. Make a low sidearm backcast then swing the rod tip around to come forward over the downwind shoulder ...a Belgian Cast.  

c. Turn away from your target to make a cast opposite the target, then, while the line unrolls, quickly turn toface your target for 

the forward stroke ..the Galway Cast. 

d. Cast over the downwind shoulder in both directions. 

e. Turn away from your target to make a cast opposite 

your target, then present the fly on the backcast. 

f. Learn to cast with the opposite hand. 

Keep these techniques in mind, maybe one or more will 

be useful when that nice breeze turns nasty. 

Dusty Sprague 

Short Casts 

MCFF Merchandise  
Hats, long and short sleeve tee shirts with the embroidered logo are available for purchase 

at the meetings. Hats and short sleeve tees are only $15 and long sleeve tees are $20.  

 The America Casting Associations 102nd National Casting Championships 
will be held in Lexington, KY August 2-7. It will be hosted by the Blue Grass Sportsmen's League. Pat-

rick McFadden of the BGSL is preparing a great tournament in a great Southern town! A number of 

MCFF members will be attending. For event details and general information contact MCFF member 

Walt Jennings or visit their web site: http://www.americacastingassociation.org 

Flying Fish Outfitters has joined the MCFF sponsor group. They are located at 820 Albee road in 

Nokomis, phone number is 941-452-4512. They offer fishing tackle, some fly fishing supplies and fly ty-

ing materials. And for those of you taking your grand kids fishing, they also sell live bait. See their ad on 

page 14. Visit our newest sponsor, tell them you with MCFF and spend a little money. 
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Fly Of The Month 

 

                 Nite-Brite Deceiver 

This is a simple and small calf tail deceiver.  I used this fly for years under the lights for snook down 

towards Albee Road.  Larger than the typical bay anchovy patterns, it represents smaller sand perch 

you find in the spring season.  I tie it with and without lead wire along the shank of the hook in order to 

cover a range of depths.  I also tie it in several colors, backed with gray, chartreuse, and baby blue.  It 

also works well for trout above deep grass in the spring. 

My instructions will demonstrate the baby blue pattern. 

Materials: 

Hook: Mustad 34007 #4 

Thread: Flymaster + 3/0 in white 

Body: White Calf Tail (kip tail), black Krystal Flash (lateral line) 

Wing (or back): Baby Blue Calf Tail, Blue Pearl Lite Bright 

Throat: Red Rabbit Fur 

Misc: Dave’s Fleximent, Painted Eyes (black and white) 

 

Start with the hook in the vice point down.  Thread back from the eye of the hook to where the 

hook begins to bend downwards.  Tie in a small amount of white calf tail along the top of the 

hook extending back as the tail.  Glue along the length of the hook shank.  The tail should be at 

least one and half time the length of the hook.  Now, flip the hook in the vice.  The thread 

should be close to the eye.  Tie in a larger amount of white calf tail along the underside of the 

hook.  This hair should extend from the hook eye to the middle of the tails’ length.  Glue this up 

around the eye. 

Flip the hook back upright again.  All of the white hair just tied in should be below the hook shank 

(about).  Take one or two strand of black Krystal Flash and tie it in on either side of the hook’s 

shank.  Now tie in on top a small amount of baby blue calf tail (about half as much as the white 

on the bottom).  Glue it again. 

Now the trick part.  Take the package of Lite Brite out and tease out a strand about as large as a 

piece of white string.  As you tease it out, twist it into a string of material.  I roll it out on top of 

my thigh.  Once you have a continuous strand, cut off a piece about twice the length of the fly.  

Fold that strand across the thread and tie it in on top of the blue calf tail.  Flip the hook again 

and tie in a very small tuft of red rabbit hair ahead of the white calf tail as the gill.  Glue one 

final time. 
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RANDOM THOUGHTS FROM THE TYING BENCH 
By C.W. “Don” Coleman, Chief Curmudgeon 

 
A BUCKTAIL DECEIVER — This fly, with its mid-shank collar, has a more realistic baitfish 
shape than similar flies. It is easy to tie, easy to cast, and uses inexpensive materials. 
With the tips of the bucktail ending all along the fly, it appears more alive and is practically 
non-fouling. 
 
Use a #2 or #1 standard length saltwater hook. Attach a sparse bunch of white bucktail on 
top of the shank at the bend. Make the fly 3 or 3 % inches long (for larger flies use long 
shank hooks). Add silver Krystal Flash to the tail. Then, form a sparse, white bucktail collar 
surrounding the hook at the middle of the shank. Keep the tips of the mid-shank collar 
shorter than the tail. Then, using sparse bunches of bucktail, form a regular deceiver type 
collar behind the hook eye (one bunch of white bucktail on each side of the hook and a 
gray bucktail top wing). Let the tips of the deceiver collar extend well beyond the bend of 
the hook. If you think it necessary, you can add a red flashabou throat and goop on mylar 
eyes. Or, simply wrap the head with black thread and whip finish to imitate an eye. 
 
LINE WEIGHTS — Spinning rods are rated to handle a range of weights, while fly rods 
have only one weight line indicated on the blank. Why? If you are using a light fly rod the 
line recommended is usually that which will properly load the rod with 30 feet of line out-
side the rod tip. Now many saltwater rods are being designed to properly load the rod with 
40 or more feet of line outside the rod tip. Every extra 5 feet of line carried in the air is 
roughly the equivalent of one heavier line weight. And every 5 feet less is roughly equiva-
lent to one lighter line weight. 
 
If you are consistently casting less distance than your rod was designed for, you should 
probably overline your rod at least one line weight to allow the rod to load properly. Con-
versely, if you are consistently making long casts you might consider underlining your rod 
because you will usually carry more line in the air. To make it more confusing, if you are 
casting heavy, bulky flies a heavier line will carry more momentum and make your casting 
easier. Furthermore, it all depends on your casting ability. If you have fast hands with a 
very short and fast speed up and stop, you may be best served by underlining your rod. A 
beginning fly caster, or one who prefers not to develop high line speed, will usually feel 
more comfortable with an overlined rod. Stop thinking within the lines laid down by oth-
ers—even the manufacturer. Try different line weights to see which works best for you and 
your rod. 
 
“EDUCATION closes as many doors as it opens, for to believe implies disbelief. One ac-
cepts one belief but closes the mind to all that is, or seems to be contradictory.” — Louis 
L’Amour 
 
LEADERS — When fishing streamer flies the primary purpose of a leader is to lead the fly. 
Invisibility is not normally a concern because fish tend to ignore all leaders and hooks 
when they are looking at “food.” Too light or too long a leader will not turn over the fly, or 
will not allow the fly to be led by the leader. Too heavy a leader will overpower the fly and 
hinder sinking. Leaders that are too heavy or too light are a handicap to presentation—the 
fly will not act or swim right. 
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The Kayak Korner 

When it comes to kayaks, you have a three choices: to paddle, to pedal or to use an electric trolling motor. 

 What’s best for you? 

 If you’re a traditionalist, then all you’ll need is a paddle to slip around the backcountry, looking for fish. 

 Paddles and kayaks go together like Tweety and Sylvester, ham and eggs, Laurel and Hardy, Lewis and Marin. 

 It’s a most natural marriage. 

 As mentioned in a previous article, your paddle should be your second costliest investment. Your kayak 

(obviously) should be your top investment. With that in mind, you won’t want to skimp on your paddle. It’s with you 

all day and does a bulk of the work. 

 When it comes to paddles, remember: Cheap equals heavy. And heavy equals tired arms and a miserable ex-

perience. In addition, the blades on cheap paddles usually cannot be “feathered” (offset) to counter the effect of a head 

wind. When you feather the blades on a light, strong paddle, they will slice through the air horizontally and easily. 

 A good paddle can be a friend forever. Only extreme abuse will result in enough damage to warrant purchasing 

a new one. 

 Price tag on a good paddle will run from $150 to $400. 

 Pedal kayaks have become very popular in recent years. There are many positives. They’re propelled via leg 

power. Most peoples’ legs are stronger and have more endurance than their arms. So, you can cover more distance with 

less effort that you might be able to with your paddle. 

 Pedaling allows for “hands-free” fishing. Well, for the most part, it does. However, realize that’s more of a 

marketing ploy than anything else. Any good paddler will tell you he or she can fish and adjust the kayak’s position 

without having to let go of the rod and reel. But that’s a maneuver that’s learned through experience. 

 For fly fishing, the pedal mechanism can get in the way when it comes to your fly line. And remember the old 

law: The fly line will tangle on anything it can. 

 Hobie manufactures the most popular paddle craft. It features “wings” that move from side to side when the 

pedals are turned. The mechanism reportedly works well. There is no reverse of which I’m aware. 

 I am sponsored by Native Watercraft. Their “Propel” version of their popular Ultimate features a regular pro-

peller that can be reversed. That is important when fishing docks and under mangroves when you hook a large snook or 

redfish. You can simply pedal backwards to prevent the fish from pulling you under the structure and to pull the fish out 

of the same. 

 Some manufacturers make kayaks that are moved via electric trolling motor. Kinda slick when you think about 

it.  You can cover vast amounts of water in a shorter period of time. Certainly no cardio-vascular advantage here. 

 A kayak with an electric motor might be perfect for someone with minor health problems, however. 

 But I think I’d just go ahead and get a flats skiff with an outboard motor. 

 Remember, I’m a purist. 

  

Steve Gibson 

Southern Drawl Kayak Fishing 

www.kayakfishingsarasota.com 

http://gibbysfishingblog.blogspot.com/ 

Member benefits 

 

Monthly meetings with expert speakers. 

Club outings and trips 

Boat sharing 

Casting instruction 

Fly tying instruction 

Fishing reports 

Monthly news letter 

Raffles for merchandise and guided trips 

Tournaments 

Fishy places 

Make new friends with other fly fishers 

http://www.kayakfishingsarasota.com
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Looks like we’re finally breaking out of this cold snap and getting back 

to warmer days. And not a moment too soon - I never expected to have 

“cabin fever” down here in Florida, but it was getting downright bad. 

 

        Our last club outing to the fish hatchery at Port Manatee was great. Not 

only did 40 members show up despite the pouring rain, but our recently-formed Social 

Committee provided an incredible banquet of vegetable stew and cornbread muffins for 

all. No fish were caught, of course, but a good time was had by all. 

 

This month’s speaker will be Al Keller, who will cover strategies for Redfish with a spe-

cific focus on this time of year. He may also weave in his experience fishing for drum in 

Louisiana, which I understand is a real treat. Hope to see you there. 

 

-Evan 

MANGROVE COAST FLY FISHERS SPRING FLING 
 

POTLUCK/SWAP MEET/CASTING GAMES 

 

SATURDAY MARCH 27, 2010-11:00AM-3:30PM 

EAGLES CLUB PAVILLION 

2926 WILKINSON RD. 

SARASOTA,  FL   34231 

COME AND JOIN US AND BRING YOUR FRIENDS AND FAMILIES 

 

POTLUCK: 

EVERYONE IS ASKED TO BRING A DISH.  WE NEED APPETIZERS/VEGETABLES OR SALADS/MEATS OR 

MEAT CASSEROLES/BREAD/DESSERTS 

CLUB WILL SUPPLY DRINKS AND PAPER PRODUCTS (PLATES/SILVERWARE ECT.) 

PLEASE LET LESLIE HAND KNOW IF YOU ARE COMING AND WHAT DISH YOU WILL BRING AND HOW 

MANY WILL BE IN YOUR PARTY.  YOU CAN EMAIL HER AT tomatoesjh@yahoo.com OR PHONE 239-842-

7779.  WE WILL BE PASSING A SIGN-UP SHEET AT THE MARCH CLUB MEETING  AND AT THE OUTING 

AT THE REDFISH HATCHERY ON MARCH 12.  IT IS IMPORTANT TO SIGN UP AND DESIGNATE WHAT 

DISH YOU WILL BE BRINGING SO THE SOCIAL COMMITTEE CAN PLAN ACCORDINGLY.   WE NEED A 

VARIETY OF DISHES.  SO PULL OUT AN OLD FAVORITE RECIPE. 

 

SWAP MEET: 

IF YOU HAVE FISHING ITEMS YOU NO LONGER USE OR NEED.  FEEL FREE TO BRING THEM TO THE 

SPRING FLING.  MAYBE SOMEONE WILL NEED SOMETHING YOU HAVE, YOU CAN SWAP OR JUST 

SELL THEM FOR CASH.  BRING YOUR OWN TABLE OR SHEET TO PUT ON THE GROUND.  YOU CAN 

COME ANYTIME AFTER 10:00AM AND SET UP. 

 

CASTING: 

ACCURACY GAMES/DISTANCE GAMES -----PLEASE BRING YOUR RODS AND PRACTICE FLIES 

ALSO WE WILL BE SELLING CLUB LOGO T-SHIRTS/SHIRTS/HATS SO BE SURE TO CHECK IT OUT. 

mailto:tomatoesjh@yahoo.com
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Outing Reports 

A 20 kt. wind whistled through the trees and rattled my sliding glass door all night  Friday (2/12/2010). By Saturday morning it had 
settled to a NNE breeze of about 15 with gusts to 23. Very disappointing as it was the day of the Club outing at the Whitfield flats and 
23 members had registered for the event. 
 
Thinking that most if not all signees would not show up and those who did would elect not to fish I headed my Hummer south on the 
40 minute drive to the flat. Traffic was very light and traffic lights cooperative so I turned down Whitfield Ave. at 7:30AM, knowing in 
my mind that no one would be on scene this early, so I could look around and survey the situation. 
 
Talk about hard core! There at the entrance to the flat stood four MCFFers in full gear preparing to do battle with the elements and 
hopefully a fish. Amazingly, two of them (Fred Whitehouse and John Viviano) had already been out on the flat and caught a few 
Trout. As expected the conditions were challenging: heavily overcast skies, threat of rain (a threat that thankfully never materialized) 
and a NNW wind at 17 with gusts to 23. Not a good outlook for casting or catching but these guys were not to be denied. With grave 
misgivings I was goaded into joining them. As I headed out across the flat I glanced outward; lo and behold there was President 
Evan in his kayak. A little later we were joined by Denny Susa and Ken Babineau in his new kayak. (Ask Ken about this new acquisi-
tion, he’s like a proud papa). WHAT STUDS these anglers! 
 
The fishing was tough, the catching tougher and it was cold (wind chill about 45 and water temp about 57). Fred Whitehouse led the 
way with three Trout while Jim Urbancic brought one to hand. John Viviano caught a couple too. Did I mention it was cold! Several 
of us had a fish or two on but were unable to complete the angle, performing an admirable in water release. (What a great way to say 
we lost the fish.) Oh, by the way, it was very cold. 
 
After about an hour and a half or so and led by Jeff Jefferson we abandoned the flat and adjourned to a local restaurant for much 
needed hot coffee and convened a lively meeting of the “LIARS’S CLUB”. Led by outings chair Joe Bursel and Jim Urbancic we 
were regaled with stories of great Smallmouth and freshwater Trout conquests. I tried to get in a Tarpon story or two but somehow 
the morning slipped away and it was time to leave. 
 
AND did I mention it was very, very cold. 
 
Regards, 
Preston 
. 
 

BOOM, BOOM, BANG, BANG, RATTLE RATTLE!. It was 3:30 AM and I was awakened by pelting rain, howling wind, and rattling window 

panes. Without even opening my eyes I knew the day of one of the most anticipated outings of the year had arrived. Oh well, why change the pat-

tern now. So far we are 0 for 3 in picking good days for outings this year. “If it “ain’t” cold, it’s raining catfish and dogfish. 

 

Knowing that many of 36 members and guests signed up for the tour and pond fishing at the Redfish Hatchery in North Manatee County would 

not show, I arrived at 9:15 AM only to find six members already there. And they just kept coming and coming and coming, 32 in all. Great atten-

dance for such a day. 

a 

Gina Russo, the face of the FWC facility assisted by other staff members provided an outstanding presentation on Redfish and how they are 

raised for stocking in the immediate area. Gina was very personable and patient with our many questioans. All of those present learned a great deal 

about Channel Bass/Red Drum/Redfish/Spotted Bass, etc. Have you ever wondered how sick fish are diagnosed or dead fish autopsied? Those of 

us who were there can tell you. 

 

Then we were escorted on a tour of the facility (at least the part indoors as it was still pouring rain). The tour included a tank where Gina keeps her 

pet fish and another where Redfish breeding stock are housed. The way the water is purified and kept clean is very impressive. Parasite control is 

essential. Don’t think I have ever washed my hands that many times in a 20 minute period. 

 

Our deepest thanks to the MCFF social committee. Leslie and John Hand arrived on scene about noon with a great big pot of homemade vegeta-

ble soup and what seemed like thousands of cornbread muffins. Lots of cookies and lemonade too. They provided a wonderful lunch for all pre-

sent. Don’t know how you guys (sic) knew what the weather was going to be like but you couldn’t have picked a better menu item than hot home-

made vegetable soup on such a day. Those of us who enjoyed the fare, and we all did, are very appreciative. 

 

After lunch the agenda called for fishing in the one+ acre pond on the facility. This is a privilege granted to those who attend an educational pres-

entation. However, the weather was such that all but half a dozen hearty members passed on the fishing. Cluck, cluck, cluck, me too. I wanted to 

fish in Gina’s pet fish tank or the breeding tank: AWESOME FISH!!!! 

 

In order to report all of the facts accurately (ya right!) I asked Bob Sousa how they did at the pond and received the following reply; 

“Preston, about 6 anglers tried their luck at the pond.  The water was a quite turbid from all the runoff/rain so I tied on the brightest Clouser 

(Chartreuse/White).   When we drove in, there seemed to be a few fish (wake movement) in the near corner so I tried up at that end.  There was 

thunder in the area so none of us stayed very long.   I doubt I made many more than 30 presentations.  So, after about 10-15 minutes, we all gave 

up and retreated to the safety and dryness of our vehicles.  I don't believe anyone had a hit and I am certain no angler caught a fish.” 

 

It was a great outing despite the weather. Joe and Evan were going to talk with Gina about having a group of MCFFers back another day to fish. 

Will let you know details as a plan unfolds. 

AND ALSO FROM PRESTON! 
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BOAT SHARING 
 

Listed below are members that are willing to share their boats with other members for fishing trips. If you are a mem-

ber that wishes to take advantage of this opportunity, please contact one of those listed. Don’t be shy, they’re listed 

because they’ed enjoy your company . Give’em a call.    

Also, we feel that if you do share a boat, it would be appropriate to share expenses 

 

If you would like to put your name on the list, send your info to 2bobprkr@gmail.com for inclusion.  If you want to 

go fishing, call a member on the list. 

 

Ron Whiteley  

 941-697-548-1453  17' Maverick HPX tunnel. Times and places you like to fish.  Yes, Fly. 

  

Roger Williams 

941-748-5477. 16 foot Scout boat.  Manatee River and Terra Ceia Bay. Weekdays only.  Spin or Fly. 

 

Preston Jones 

941-729-3306: jonesp018@yahoo.com: Lower Tampa Bay, Terra Ceia Bay, Northern Sarasota Bay including Anna 

Maria Sound or anywhere else. Fly only. 

    

Rick Schwartz 

941-966-6434. 18' Sea Pro Bay. Prefer to fish weekdays from S. Sarasota to Charlotte Harbor. Fly and spin. 

 

Dick Phinney 

941-697-8421   22’ Scout/kayak ventures. Fly and spin. MEMBERS ONLY 
 

 

.  
 

Date: Type: Location: 

   

3/27/2010 Spring Fling-pot luck, 

Gear swap, games 

Eagle Club-Wilkinson St. 

Sarasota-10:00 AM 

4/17/2010 Fresh Water Fishing Alligator Alley Marker 37 

5/15/2010 Family Outing Turtle Beach (Snook Fishing) 

6/12/2010 (Beach Fishing) (Anna Maria Bayfront Park) 

7/11 - 7/17/2010 Tarpon Fishing Tarpon Roundup 

8/14/2010 Family Outing Casting Clinic 

9/18/2010 Flats Fishing Emerson Point Preserve 

10/16/2010 tbd tbd 

11/13/2010 Fresh Water Fishing Tenoroc Fish Management Area 

12/18/2010 Flats Fishing Ft. DeSoto Park (Don Coleman 

Classic) 

2010 PLANNED OUTINGS 
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Steve Gibson  EMAIL steveatkayakfishingsarasota.com   

 PH: 941-284-3406   www.kayakfishingsarasota.com 

    http://gibbysfishingblo.blogspot.com 
       

Capt. Rick Grassett  EMAIL: snookfin@aol.com 

PH: 941-923-7799      www.snookfin-addict.com 

                                             www.flyfishingflorida.net  

 

Capt. Pete Greenan             EMAIL: captpete@floridaflyfishing.com 

PH: 941-232-2960                              www.floridaflyfishing.com 

 

Capt. John Hand                   EMAIL: tomatoesjh@yahoo.com 

PH 239-842-7778                              www.redfishlandingguideservice.com 

 

Capt. Jamie Allen   www.jamiesoutfishin.com 

PH 941-628.9031 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CB’s Saltwater Outfitters  
1249 Stickney Point Road 

Siesta Key, FL 34242  

941-349-4400 

www.CBsOutfitters.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Economy Tackle 
6018 S. Tamiami Trail  

Sarasota, FL 34231 

941-922-9671  

www.floridakayak.comFL  34208 

,  

            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REMEMBER TO SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS AND GUIDES 

Company Outfitters-Say It With Stitches 

5750 S Tamiami Trail 

Sarasota, FL   34231  

941-925-3855 

www.sayitwithstitches.net 

Discount Tackle Outlet 

3113 First Street East 

Bradenton 

941-746-6020 

www.DiscountTackleOnline.com 

Flying Fish Outfitters 

820 Albee Rd. 

Nokomis, FL  34275 

941-412-4512 

www.flyingfishflorida.com 

 

Flint Creek Outfitters 

13421 Fishawk Blvd. 

Riverview FL,  33569 

813-681-1888 

www.flintcreekoutfitters.com 
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April, 2010 

    Officers and Board of Directors 

Mangrove Coast Fly Fishers 

P.O. Box  3792 

Sarasota, FL 34230-3792 

                                                       

BOARD MEMBERS OFFICE     PHONE       EMAIL               

Evan Jones                                 President      726-0633 muchatrucha@gmail.com   

Pete Greenan,                Past President /Publicity                    923-6095    Captpete@floridaflyfishing.com 

Roger Williams,                            Vice President  748-5477     rogerinke@aol.com 

Steve Gibson  Vice President     264-3406 steve@sarasotaflyfishing.com 

        gibbysfishingblog.blogspace.com/ 

Leslie Hand  Treasurer    239-842-7778  

Ryan Miller  Director      518-1971 rmflatsfisher4@gmail.com 

Capt. John Hand Secretary                                              239-842-7778 tomatoesjh@yahoo.com 

 Dick Phinney                                Membership Chairman 697-8421 modelnut@comcast.net   

Joe Bursel Outings Coordinator 924-4382 josephbursel@comcast.net  

Preston Jones Outings Coordinator 728-3306 jonesp018@yahoo.com 

Rick Grassett,                                CCA Liaison                923-7799    Snookfin@aol.com 

Greg Huffman,                              Web Site Liaison      926-9416   glhuffman@aol.com 

Craig Smothers,               Interclub Activities     266-5209    thefishdoc@comcast.net 

Joe Polidoro              Program Chairman                  925-2464 joepolidoro@comcast.net                                                                 

Bobby Hillbrunner             State Fisheries Liaison                  320-9791 fishflyer@earthlink.net 

Rick Smith                          At large      954-4040 rdsmith@cslcpa.com 

Bob Parker                          Newsletter Editor       320-2400 2bobprkr@gmail.com 

                                 

MCFF Club Website:           http://www.mangrovecoastflyfishers.com  

MCFF Email List & Chat:   http://groups.yahoo.com/group/MCFF/ 

MCFF  Mission:  To promote saltwater fly fishing and conserve, protect and restore Florida’s coastal  

fisheries and habitats. 

Meetings are on the fourth Tuesday of the month 7:00 p.m. at Twin Lakes Park in Sarasota, FL.  

 The Board of Directors meet on the second Wednesday of each month. 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

 

Name/s ____________________________________________________   Date __________________________                                                                                               

 

Address____________________________________________________________________________________ 

   

City _______________________________________________ State _________ Zip______________________ 

 

Telephones ( ____)___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 E-Mail (club use only)________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Mail Check payable to:  

Mangrove Coast Fly Fishers , 

P.O. Box  3792  

Sarasota FL,  34230 
 

Mangrove Coast Fly Fishers Renewal     $30 

                  Family_$45 

  

New members, only: Individual:   $65 

                   Seniors:         $55 

Includes membership in the Federation of Fly Fishers 
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MANGROVE COAST FLY FISHERS  

P. O. BOX 3792 SARASOTA, FL. 34230-3792 

Directions to meeting 

 

East of I-75 on Clark Rd 

Go about 1/2 mile  

Turn into Twin Lakes Park 

Take first right into the 

parking lot 

Meeting is in far right 

building 

VEGETABLE SOUP (LARGE QUANTITY) 

1# SLICED SALT PORK 

1# SALTED BUTTER 

3# ONIONS DICED 

1 WHOLE STALK OF CELERY DICED INCLUDE LEAVES 

SAUTE THE ABOVE ITEMS UNTIL ONIONS ARE CLEAR 

ADD:   2 GALLONS OF DICED TOMATOES 

 1 GALLON TOMATO JUICE 

 ½ GALLON WATER 

 ½ CUP SALT 

 ¼ CUP BLACK PEPPER 

BRING ABOVE TO A HARD BOIL 

ADD: 10# POTATOES PEELED AND DICED 

 4# CARROTS PEELED AND DICED 

SIMMER ABOVE FOR ABOUT 2 HOURS UNTIL POTATOES ARE TENDER 

ADD: 2# FROZEN CUT OKRA 

BRING ABOVE BACK TO BOIL; RETURN TO SIMMER FOR ½ HOUR. 

ADD:   4# FROZEN GREEN GIANT YELLOW NIBLET CORN 

BRING BACK TO HARD BOIL THEN IT IS READY TO SERVE  

Recopies By Leslie 


