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April  2009 

PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE 

Volume 5 Issue 4-09 

 
     Thanks to Capt. Al White for a very informative and detailed presentation on fly fishing for bone-

fish. He showed us the way with charts and pictures of many of the most productive locations in the 

eastern Caribbean. 

This month Capt. Pete Greenan will unlock some of the secrets of a very successful tarpon fisher. Tar-

pon is truly big game fishing at itôs best so grab some insight from Capt. Pete. 

Evan Jones, MCFF VP, will be sending out a survey looking for input from members as to how  they 

feel the club can be improved. What can be done to make membership more productive and enjoyable. 

Please take a couple of minutes to complete and return it. The information and suggestions will benefit 

us all. Donôt tell anyone, but there may be a big incentive to participate. 

With the advent of daylight saving time there is more time prior to the meeting to practice fly casting 

and get some tips from the ñProsò and other accomplished casters. There are many good casters in the 

club. And tying instruction or tips are available from some of oure experts such as Les, Craig, Capt. Bobby, et al. Take advan-

tage of these opportunities. 

On page ten Joe Bursel relates the tale of the successful Everglades outing enjoyed by all. There were a few (?) ógators around 

and Stephanie took some pictures to prove it. The lesson I learned was to carefully survey the shore before going in to untangle 

a fly from the bushes. I was just about to reach in when Evan loudly proclaimed the close presence of an alligator. I think Evan 

startled the alligator as much as me. He slithered off while I regained my breath. We city boys are not too big on ógators. 

That happy time of year when snook will invade the surf and cruise the very edges of beaches is just about upon us. Steve Gib-

son, the proclaimed master of beach snook fishing announced their arrival in his Herald Tribune column on Sunday, April 19. 

You only need your feet to get you into the action. If you need any encouragement ask anyone at the meeting thatôs done it. Itôs 

great fun and itôs relatively easy. 

Itôs the best time of the year to take kid or an old man fishing. Get out and flail the water. Who knows? We might catch a slam! 

                  

New news on dues! 
 

Due to the staggered renewal dates of the Federation of Fly Fishers we will 

no longer collect renewals for the Federation. Their renewal dates do not 

coincide with ours. They prefer to bill members separately. Therefore, ef-

fective immediately you only need to pay the $30 annual MCFF dues. If 

you included the FFF fee this year it will be credited to your membership. 
So, if you have yet to pay the 2009 dues please send a check for $30 to  the PO Box. 
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Next Monthly Club Meeting: Tuesday, April 28th - Capt. Pete Greenan, a fishing guide with 28 years experience will share his 

knowledge of Tarpon flyfishing  on the west coast of Florida through a power point presentation at the Mangrove Coast Fly Fishers 

monthly meeting.  

 

Capt. Pete will discuss tackle, techniques and tactics used to catch the silver king. He will present the latest fly patterns, the best loca-

tions and the most productive tides to optimise your tarpon fishing experience.  

 

Bring your favorite tarpon rod and fly patterns so Capt. Pete can help you get it 

right. If you bring a chart of your favorite area he will mark the best locations to find 

tarpon. 

 

Fishing Biography 

 

Peter T. Greenan 

Born 28 July 1945 

Springfield, Massachusetts 

 

Early years ï 

 Peter was an avid fly fisher from 7 years old until this day.  Raised in the 

Berkshire Mts. of western Mass., he fished all local waters and traveled extensively 

throughout New England and the north east.  As a member of the board of directors 

of the Conn. Fly Fishermenôs Assoc., he met and fished with many well know an-

glers including John Veniard, Art Flick, Gary LaFontaine, Harry Darby and Vincent 

Marinaro. Pete was formerly the president of the Florida Council of the  

Federation of Fly Fishers. 
 

 After moving to Sarasota in 1974, he began a guide service in Sarasota, Homosassa, and the Florida Keys.  His skills as a fly 

fisher and guide brought articles in almost every national magazine, and newspapers throughout the country.  During his fishing life 

he has or is sponsored by these companies; 

 

 
 

Highlights ï 

 Started ñSarasota Saltwaterò television show 

 A principle founder of Sarasota FCA 

 Founder of Mangrove Coast Fly Fishers 

 A Master Certified Casting Instructor of Fed. Fly Fishers 

 President of the Florida Council FFF 

 Member/ BOD FFF Guides Assoc. 

 Leader in internet fishing sites with www.floridaflyfishing .com (1985) 

 

Currently operating 

 The Gypsy Guide Service (fishing Boca Grande and the Everglades) 

 The Sarasota and Boca Grande Fly fishing Schools 

Contact: captpete@floridaflyfishing.com or 941.923.6095 

  

  

 

TFO and Springbrook 

Sage Fly Fishing 

Quantum Rods and Reels 

Rio Fly Lines 

Cortland 

Orvis 

Cotee Lures 

RattleTrap Lures 

Hewes/ Maverick 

Yamaha Out Boards 

OMC Corp. 

Brunswick corp. 

MotorGuide 

DOA Lures 

Redington Tackle 

Captain Pete on Tarpon fishing-donôt miss the meeting! 

Tuesday, April 28 at Twin Lakes Park 

mailto:captpete@floridaflyfishing.com


 3  

Capt. Rick Grassettôs Fly Fishing Forecast for May 2009 

  
            My favorite time of the year has arrived. Tarpon time! Tarpon fishing will take off during May as migratory fish arrive along our 

beaches, snook will be in the passes and in the surf and reds and trout should be plentiful on shallow flats. There may also still be a few 

king and Spanish mackerel in our area early in the month. 
            Usually by mid May, migratory tarpon will be plentiful along our beaches. There should be tarpon in our area before that but the 

numbers of fish depend on water temperature and moon phases. With a full moon on May 8th, if the water is close to 80 degrees, tarpon 

should be here in early May. Resident tarpon will be the first to show as they make their way out of rivers and creeks. Youôll find them on 

deep grass flats in many areas from Tampa Bay to Charlotte Harbor. As migratory tarpon start to arrive from offshore, we should have 

schools of tarpon moving both north and south along our beaches. I use 12-weight fly tackle with a large arbor fly reel and an intermediate 

or intermediate sink tip fly line with at least 250 or 300-yards of backing. 
            I prefer to set up anywhere from a few hundred feet to a few hundred yards off our beaches and wait for schools of tarpon to move 

past. If you can find them in shallow water, such as sand bars, it is easier to get a fly in front of them. Once youôve seen the first school of 

fish, you can concentrate your efforts in that ñlaneò since other schools should be following the same route. Be quiet, using your trolling 

motor sparingly, especially in shallow water. Top producing flies are Tarpon Toads, Tarpon Bunnies, Deceivers and Enrico Puglisi flies. If 

the school passes you without eating your fly, let them get a couple hundred yards past you, make a wide loop out around them and set up 

for a second shot at them. If they are moving fast, I may not even take a second shot at them. Running your outboard within a couple hun-

dred yards of them will probably spook them. Also, even though a 4-stroke outboard sounds quiet, it is no substitute for an electric trolling 

motor or push pole. 
            Snook season will close on May 1st, so any snook fishing is catch and release only. Youôll find them in passes, in the ICW around 

docks and bridges close to passes and in the surf. Since the season is closed, I recommend using fly tackle heavy enough to land them 

quickly. Once landed, they should be handled gently and released without removing them from the water. You can cast flies around docks 

and bridges close to passes, particularly at night. Small white flies, like my Grassettôs Snook Minnow, should work well. I like to position 

my boat slightly up tide of the area that I am going to fish, cast across the current and let the fly swing with the tide as I strip it across the 

current. Most strikes will occur on shadow lines or around the edges of docks. One of the most fun ways to target snook is to walk the beach 

and cast flies to them in the surf. This is almost like fishing for bonefish on a crystal clear Caribbean flat. Some of the same flies that we use 

at night will also work in the surf. In addition, DT Specials, Clousers and Enrico Puglisi type flies will also work in the surf. Longboat Pass, 

New Pass, Big Pass, the Venice Inlet and the ICW and surf close to those passes should all be prime areas. 
            Higher tides this month will mean that reds will spend more time feeding on shallow flats. Look for them along mangrove shore-

lines and around oyster bars when the tide is high and in potholes or along sandbars when the tide is low. When fishing shallow water for 

reds, be as quiet as possible. I prefer to use a push pole or wade. Reds are one of the most challenging species to catch on a fly. Since they 

can be very spooky, wading may allow you to get closer to them. My Grassettôs Flats Minnow, Clousers and crab patterns are all good fly 

choices for reds in shallow water. You will need a weed guard on your fly when fishing shallow water with a thick grass bottom. You might 

also need to use bead chain instead of lead eyes depending on the depth of the water. 
            Trout will also spend more time feeding in shallow water due to higher tides. Youôll find larger trout on the same shallow flats 

where you find reds and you can use the same flies used to target reds. However, they will be more plentiful on deep grass flats. I prefer to 

cast flies on sinking fly lines for trout on deep grass flats. I usually use an Ultra Hair Clouser tied tarpon style (material half way back on a 

long shank hook) so that ladyfish, bluefish and mackerel, which may be found in the same areas, will not destroy the fly. Drifting and cast-

ing ahead of the drift is usually the most productive method. Look for flats that have a good mix of grass and sand and good tidal flow. The 

Middleground and Radio Tower flats, Stephens Point, Bishops Point and near Buttonwood Harbor are all great trout areas in Sarasota Bay. 
            You may find pompano, bluefish and Spanish mackerel on the same deep grass flats where trout are plentiful. They can be tar-

geted in the same way as trout, but you may need to use wire or heavy fluorocarbon leader when toothy fish are around. You may also find 

Spanish and king mackerel, little tunny, cobia and tripletail in the coastal gulf. Keep your eyes open for surface activity such as diving 

birds, breaking fish or baitfish being forced out of the water which could indicate the presence of mackerel, blues or little tunny. An 8 or 9-

weight fly rod should be heavy enough, although your tarpon fly tackle is not too heavy for cobia. Look for cobia either swimming on the 

surface or around navigational markers or buoys. I have found cobia swimming with schools of tarpon before. Tripletail may also be found 

around crab trap floats or buoys. A floating fly line on an 8 or 9-weight rod with a shrimp or baitfish fly pattern should get the job done. 
            This is one of my favorite months of the year. If battling a big silver king is not your cup of tea, you should have plenty to do on 

both shallow and deep grass flats or in the coastal gulf. Iôll be spending my time targeting tarpon in the coastal gulf unless conditions wonôt 

allow it. Itôs hard for me to fish for anything else, when 100-pound plus fish are around. There is something about casting a fly to a giant 

fish in shallow water! Whatever you choose to do, remember to always limit your kill, donôt kill your limit! 

  
Tight Lines, 
Capt. Rick Grassett 
Snook Fin-Addict Guide Service, Inc. 
FFF Certified Fly Casting Instructor 
(941) 923-7799 

E-mail snookfin@aol.com 

www.flyfishingflorida.net and www.snookfin-addict.com 

  

 

mailto:snookfin@aol.com
http://www.flyfishingflorida.net/
http://www.snookfin-addict.com/
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GUIDE RAFFLE 

 
 

Capt. Rick Grassett, owner of Snook Fin-Addict Guide Service, Inc., is a full time fishing guide based in Sara-

sota, FL. He has been guiding since 1990 and is an Orvis-Endorsed outfitter fly fishing guide at CBôs Saltwater Outfit-

ters in Sarasota. His Flats Minnow and Snook Minnow flies were top sellers for Orvis in 2008. Specializing in fishing 

with flies, he fishes bays, back country and coastal gulf waters from Tampa Bay to Charlotte Harbor in his 17ô Action 

Craft flats skiff. He is a Federation of Fly Fishers certified fly casting instructor.  

 

Destination fishing trips are another specialty of Capt. Rick's. He has led groups of fly anglers to remote fish-

ing locations around the world. Crane Meadow Lodge, MT, Los Roques, Venezuela, Andros Island Bonefish Club and 

Andros South in the Bahamas are several destinations where he has hosted groups in the past. 

 

He has been involved with fishery conservation for more than 

twenty years. A board member of the Sarasota Chapter of Coastal 

Conservation Association (CCA)-Florida, he was also a past chapter 

president. Capt. Rick is a field editor for Saltwater Angler magazine 

and a monthly columnist for the Tampa Tribune. Weekly fishing re-

ports and monthly forecasts can be found on either of his two web 

sites, www.snookfin-addict.com and www.flyfishingflorida.net . 

 
 

Capt. Rick Grassett's Trip for March and April raffle  
  

One or two anglers will fish the flats of Sarasota Bay or the 

coastal gulf waters for 6-hours with Capt. Rick aboard his new 1720 

Action Craft Flyfisher flats skiff. Trip must be taken between Aug. 1st 

and Nov. 15, 2009. Trip includes the use of premium Orvis fly tackle, 

flies, leaders and fishing license.  Catch and release is encouraged. 

Normal cancellation policy at this link applies, http://snookfin-
addict.com/mainform.htm  

 

 

LEFTYôS TIPS 

 

Trout fishermen have an advantage over the fish, if they what the 

trout are feeding on. There are many gadgets that let you sample 

what is in the water.  Most involve a net and a handle, which 

seems to always be tangled, torn or in some manner unsatisfac-

tory.  Many years ago I started using an inexpensive soap dish 

(about 50 cents).  Cut out the entire bottom, but leave about a one-

quarter- inch ledge.  Take a small piece of plastic window screen-

ing, you can often get scraps from the local hardware store and 

affix the screen to the ledge with either hot glue or epoxy. 

The modified soapbox offer several advantages: it is easy to carry, 

doesn't cost much, takes up little room, it is durable and once you 

catch insects in it, you can close the lid to trap them.  

http://www.snookfin-addict.com
http://www.flyfishingflorida.net
http://snookfin-addict.com/mainform.htm
http://snookfin-addict.com/mainform.htm
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RANDOM THOUGHTS FROM THE TYING BENCH 
By C.W. ñDonò Coleman, Chief Curmudgeon 

 

EP STYLE FLIES ð Despite my preference for tying flies with natural materials, there is one fly that uses artificial 
material that has been very productive from South Florida to New England. While it requires entirely different fly 
tying techniques, it is relatively easy to tie. Enrico Puglisi not only designed his series of EP Flies but markets the 
flies and materials used to tie his flies. His EP Fibers and Sea Fibers set the standard for polypropylene fibers. 
Similar fibers are sold as Neer Hair. His Peanut Butterfly, designed to imitate Baby Bunker (menhaden)) is particu-
larly useful for imitating laterally compressed, sawbelly type flies like the Scaled Sardines and Green Backs which 
are common on the saltwater grass flats. Many commercial fly tiers have copied Enricoôs flies and call it by other 
names. I am strongly of the opinion that tyers should give credit where credit is due and not steal designs created 
by others. 
 
The Peanut Butter style fly is usually tied on lx short hooks. Sizes #2 to #1/0 seem best for the grass flats and can 
be used for both sight fishing and blind fishing. Enrico uses fine Larva Lace thread, I simply use my usual White, 
6/0 Uni-Thread to tie the fly. He ties a sparse bunch of white fibers at the bend for a tail. He then ties sparse 
bunches (you cannot use bunches that are too sparse) spaced along the shank of the hook. Enrico lays a bunch of 
white fibers for the belly of the fly across the top of the hook shank and brings both ends around under the shank 
and secures with thread wraps. The top of the fly is tied with sparse bunches of colored fibers laid along the top of 
the shank and folded back and secured. Mylar flash can be tied in between bunches if desired, as can red flash for 
gills (I donôt bother). Molded eyes are then gooped to the sides and the fly is trimmed to the desired shape. The 
poly fibers can be marked with waterproof marking pens if desired. EP flies do not absorb water, which allows eas-
ier casts and quick drying. 
 
WADING SAFETY ð New saltwater fly fishers often ask how safe it is to wade the saltwater flats. In my book, Rule 
#1 is donôt wade where you cannot see the bottom. Rule #2 is donôt wade where you sink in the mud. Rule #3 is 
wade slowly and shuffle your feet (the Sting Ray Shuffle)ð Sting Rays get awfully mad when you step on them. 
Rule #4 (for women) is donôt wear shiny metal bracelets on your ankles. Rule #5 is donôt splash around like a 
wounded marine animal and attract sharks. Rule #61s stand still if you do see a sharkðdonôt run and look behind 
you because something might be chasing you. Actually sharks will not bother you unless you run around and act 
like food. Rule #7 is wear a wide brimmed hat and long sleeved shirtðthe sun is your worst enemy. Rule #8 is 
donôt wade above your thighs-you canôt double haul properly when your line hand keeps hitting the water. Learn to 
make longer casts. Rule #9 is have a good time, see the sights underwater and above the water and enjoy the ex-
perience. Rule #10 is be careful in fast moving waterðit is always advisable to fish with a buddy. 
 
MAXIMS: All fishing flies should be easy to tie and easy to cast. 

Donôt overdress flies. More material is not better. 
The best flies give the impression of naturals whether resting in the water of being stripped back during 

the retrieve. 
Donôt mess with any fly that takes more than a few minutes to tie. 

 


