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THE NEW MEETING LOCATION for the
April 22 meetings will be held at theBank of America
Building at 1237 Stickney Point Road which is actu-
ally on Siesta Key right
the meeting room is in the rear of the building. Park-
ing is available in the front and back of the bank and

Every time | l'isten to Dpexthaggedr AdameBkOm|kn yay
the breadth and depth of his knowledge of the fish in owyest on Clark Rd., cross Rte. 41 and then it becomes
area. His books are like encyclopedias to me. lhope aft i ckney Pt . Rd . Cross t I

who attended the last meeting gained as much as |I. Nexh the left.

meeting Steve Gibson will enlighten us about sweet wa-

ter fishing a subject dear to his heart. ) ) ) )
Tarpon are being attacked and slaughtered with speaf" April speaker will be Steve Gibson, who will pre-
by divers having no regard for the preservation of th&ent & PowerPoint presentation about Freshwater F
silver kings. Below there is reference to a web site thdfishing. He will cover local fly fishing and in the Ever-
contains more information and a petition to sign to try t@lades. He will talk about equipment, flies, location, spe
halt this horrible practice. cies and photography. Don't miss it!

The weather 1is improving. Hopefully wedve experie
the final cold front and the winds will subside. So join
one of the planned outings or just get out and get a be
in your rod.

Bonefish & Tarpon Unlimited

There needs to be new federal regulation protecting te
pon from unwarranted harvesting in federal waters ar
improvement in various state waters. BTU is requestin
members of MCFF and other sport fishing clubs to b
aware of the problem and to sign an electronic petition
help.

Please pull up the following web sites, review them an
sign the partition. It would be tragic if tarpon popula-
tions continue to decline due to inaction by the sportfist
ing community. Thank you.

http://.tarbone.org/newsandevents.cfm

www.tarbone.org/tarpon.cfm



http://.tarbone.org/newsandevents.cfm
http://www.tarbone.org/tarpon.cfm
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MEMBERS FISHING REPORT RANDOM THOUGHTS FROM THE TYING

BENCH
GEORGIA TRIP
By C. W. 1 Do rChief Cuoniudgeoa n ,

| went to North Georgia, with my old fishing buddy re-

cently, to fish the private trout streams around HelentET THE FISH DECIDE :Somet i mes | t hi

We booked the two day trip with Union Ouitfitters to fish fishers have purified the fish out of fly fishing. Before the

: - fays of spinning reels, every farm house in the uplands
géi e(;FSIestatee River at Frog Hollow and the north rlvegf the Endless Mountains had a 12 gauge behind the

kitchen door and a hunting dog in the yard. Hung on

. nails in the barn would often be an old hardware store
A great trip, the stuff dreams are made of. The streamgmpoo fly rod rigged with a silk line and gut leader. Al-

were in good shape and the trout very willing. Wethough the rod might be used only for fishing with
caught, in two days, over one hundred trout, all rainworms or salted minnows, if the man was a sportsman
bows, between three and four pounds with the largeshe leader was almost always a three fly dropper rig with

reaching eight pounds. the same three flies attached year in and year out. Flies
|l i ke the Parmacheene Bell e,
Compared to a similar trip last year, the fish averagegf @ m6s Fancy. Dropper rigs

smaller but were much more abundant. | changed tacti | F]{F fhor a f:ﬂ] knorlidgeabI_ebflreshvx{ater r?md saltwater
this year using 1/64 oz jig flies as the dropper fly to %eliisﬁr;aytbg%%uéhfaﬁojfilmlét%ﬁgls:isrr:as ;’g\’/;eniagg
avoid the use .Of split shot and a_foam |r_1d|cat0r n placgf a dropper rig is that it lets the fish decide which fly
of the yarn indicator, a much easier casting setup for Méhey want.

The tailing fly was attached to the dropper fly.
For saltwater dropper rigs, connect sections of leader

f

Last year all the fish | took were on the tailing fly. Thismat eri al with Surgeonés Kn:

year most of the fish took the dropper fly, either myCut off the tag ends pointing toward the leader butt and
crawfish fly or a black jig woolly bugger. The most tell- tie the dropper flies to the tag ends pointing toward the
ing tailing flies were a pink San Yuan worm, a smalltip of the leader so that they extends out only about 3
stonefly, a small gray hackle or a flashback nymph. inches. Use different flies for the Point Fly, the Dropper

Fly, and the Hand Fly. Dropper rigs have been used for

At one point on the Chestatee fishing sans indicator an%x‘;”t””es’ in saltwater and freshwater, by fishermen who

: . . . h for food. Be sure to use strong enough mondfila-
only the crawfish fly | took enough fish to practice qwckment in case you hook more than one fish. You may

releases prior to bringing the fish in. Ithink mostpart, c o'y t 0o make 3 or 4 wr a D

u

sinking flies would have worked and had I remainedsta- 5 r ge. Attach the poi nt-slif |

tionary long enough the trout may have started samplingiono loop knot) and the droppers with clinch knots.
me.

FLIES FOR THE WINTER GRASS FLATS ; During the
It is a long trip, about nine hours driving but the memo-winter months in the Tampa Bay area, most of the ma-
ries are worth it. ture baitfish have migrated to spawn, leaving crabs,
Joe Bursell shrimps, and small baitfish for the resident game fish to
feed on. Use small flies tied on small hooks. Try a small
Merkin for a crab imitation, a small Hackle fly (Sea
Ducer) for a shrimp pattern, a small Clouser in Brown
over yellow with small bead chain eyes, and a yellow
over white Bendback for baitfish imitationsd one of Carl

What a wonderful time to wade the saltwater grass flats
with a three fly dropper ng using small flies. Drift the
dropper rig wherever tidal currents are flowing over

checking and paying out line as
Cont;d pg 6

Hansondés Glass Minnows co0me
Gartsidebs Sof't Hackl e Stre

grass flats containing sanct
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BOAT SHARING

One of the objectives of MCFF is to encourage OUKevin Cooke

membership to fly fish as often as possible. The club re@41-4831115 17 foot Hewes Tailfisher. Venice and
ognizes that every member does not own a boat or haygmon Bay. Fly and spin. Mondays only.

access to one. With that in mind, we have initiated a pro-

gram that will help resolve this problem. Listed below

are members that are willing to share their boats with )

other members for fishing trips. If you are a member that P = ::J

wishes to take advantage of this opportunity, please con- .

tact one of those | isted. I
tell a bit about themselves, themeet for a beer, coffee,

or at a club meeting. If it works, then go fishing.

Also, we feel that if you do share a boat, it would be ap-
propriate to share expenses.

If you would like to put your name on the list, send your
info to patbeckw@comcast.net for inclusion. If you
want to go fishing, call a member on the list. ANNOUNCEMENT
The suggestion for this column was made by club mem-

ber, Rick Schwartz. Thanks Rick.

Rick Schwartz The MCFF Board of Directors is debating the merits of

941-9666434. 18 Sea Pro Bay. Prefer to fish Week_distributing the monthly newsletter electrpnically. The
days from S. Sarasota to Charlotte Harbor. Fly and spinCUTent cost is about $3,500 a year to print, stamp ar
mail the newsletter. Most of it is black and white with
Ron Whiteley only t_he fron_t and back pages in color. The perceive
9416975481453 17' Maverick HPX tunnel. Times PENEfit of this system is that every member gets a hal
and places you like to fishyes, Fly. copy in hand. There are some exceptions due to alterne

summer addresses.

Dave Hutchinson

941-639-8462. Cell: 941276:9090. 18 foot flats boat. | N€ alternate proposal is teneil members monthly
Weekdays, Charlotte Harbor. Fly only announcing the availability of the letter at an enclose

link. Members would click on it and the document
Roger Williams would appear with all pages in full color. It can then be
941-7485477. 16 foot Scout boat. Manatee River ancfeaOI orline or printed at home. The cost is negligible

Terra Ceia Bay. Weekdays only. Spin or Fly. ?hn:I\BlréaF::et\}veerbizi?evigikr)]liqﬁgmhere. It is also linked t

Phillip Waguespack C . R \
9414745 2 0 9 . 186 Shoal Cat .FOTEWIREWELEPENPLT hyst MAN:
Charlotte Harbor, Lemon Bay. Fly. tem.

Some black and white copies would be printed and dis

Dick Phinney buted q b il wishi
941 6978421, gphinney@comcast.com. tribute : to our s_lrgﬁlnsors an_”tt()) any mer|r1 der st .W'Sd g“
Dick has a 22ft. Scout. to receive one. This cost will be minimul, determined by

the number of members requesting a monthly copy.

Preston Jones Memb ishi iled black and whi
941-729-3306: jonesp018@yahoo.com: Lower Tampa I embers V;’]'ls 'Tg to get_fli-male ack and white news
Bay, Terra Ceia Bay, Northern Sarasota Bay including etter monthly please-mail:

Anna Maria Sound or anywhere else. Fly only. 2bobprkr@gmail.com
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REMEMBER TO SUPPORT

OUR SPONSORS AND GUIDES

CB6s Saltwater Outfitters
1249 Stickney Point Road

Siesta Key, FL 34242

941-349-4400

www.CBsOutfitters.com

Economy Tackle

6018 S. Tamiami Trall
Sarasota, FL 34231
941-922-9671
www.floridakayak.com

Casey Key Anglers & Ouitfitters

Venice, FL

820 Albee Road Nokomis, FL 34275
941-483-1115
www.CaseyKeyAnglersandOultfitters.co

Discount Tackle Outlet
3113 First Street East
Bradenton, FL 34208

Steve Gibson
PH: 9413792839

EMAIL: steve@kayakfishingsarasota.com
www.kayakfishingsarasota.com

Capt. Rick Grassett
PH: 9419237799

EMAIL: snookfin@aol.com
www.snookfiraddict.com
www.flyfishingflorida.net

Capt. Pete Greenan EMAIL: captpete@floridaflyfishing.cornr
PH: 941232-2960 or 9236095 www. floridaflyfishing.com

Capt. Bobby Hillbrunner
PH: 941751-6635 or 3269791

EMAIL: fishnflyer@earthlink.net

Capt. Tony Petrella,
PH: 9414964289

EMAIL: tightloops@peoplepc.corr
www.tightloopsflyfishing.com

Capt Mark Phelps,
PH: 8434751274

EMAIL: shorethangcharter@hotmail.com
www.shorethangcharters.com

Capt. Matt Williams,
PH: 9418704419

EMAIL: captainmatt@ GetBentCharters.com

Capt. Terry Frankford EMAIL: terry.franford@verizon.net

Joey D6s Chicago Style Eat &f%t22845563

4304 14th Street West C-2287802

Bradenton, Fl 34205

940-753-8900

New sponsor! Joey Db6s [ QApil22,g2008sMagnthly Meefings Presentation
zeriao a family owned |arhyStevp&ibsoned restaurant s
19914. Joey Db6s features a diverse menu of very

sonably priced dishes. Delicious sandwiches, avarietApr” 26. 2008 Annual CCA Fishing Tourna-
of salads and specialt]|e F&.S.1 nE:.L.om he st
Chicagoo are served daiIr)ﬁeng’té%??‘st&lgrkla?efgtmaﬁlh?:00 AM.

They serve pizza with the thin crust, my favorite k

inches.

Joey DO6s is a fun pl aceé
Northwest corner of Route 41 and Cortez Road. C
it out.

with a unique family recipe of sauce and homen
fresh dough. Get a slice or a full size from 10 tg

nd,
radMay 17, 2008 Club Outing, Venice Recyicling

16Plant

)

C

Wdy 1%, 2808 'SHrAsotd SPottsmah Assbdation:

heEpring youth fishing Expo, Mote Aquaculture
Park

May 24, 2008 Club Outing, Pine Island

May 27, 2008 Monthly Meeting, Presenta-
tion by Captain Rick Grassett
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Capt . Rick Grassett 6s FI yarpen tackle with is pesfecefor aabia, bhit yau miglat
2008 want to carry an 8 or-@eight fly rod for tripletail. A
floating line with a crab pattern, shrimp pattern or a
This is the month that | wait for all year long, the bendback, like my Flats Minnow, will work well for

beginning of tarpon fishing season along our beachesipletail.

While tarpon are gathering along our beaches, snook will Snook season closes this month so any snool

be doing the same thing in passes and in the surf. Redaught must be quickly released. The closure from Ma

will be actively feeding along mangrove shorelines, inthrough August protects snook when they are congre

potholes and along sandbars in bays and backcountgyat ed i n passes to spawn.
areas. Deep grass flats should also have lots of varietje surf and around docks and bridges close to pass
with trout, bluefish, pompano and more. this month. Snook spawn during the strong tides sul

Tarpon fishing along our beaches will kick off rounding the full and new moons when their fertilized
early in the month and come on strong by the middle oéggs are carried by the tide. Flies fished on intermediat
the month. You might also find them in bays early in thesink tip lines work well in the surf and around docks anc
month as resident tarpon and early arriving migratoryridges. Small white flies work best at night and those
fish gather in bays and backcountry areas. Look for therlies may also work in the surf. Clousers, Deceivers an
rolling or fAlaid upo, s i tEnriconRyugligi bagfish patterhsowid alsohweork at unight
it is calm. Migratory fish will be traveling in a lane just around docks and bridges and in the surf.
off our beaches. In the Sarasota area, many tarpon Reds and big trout will be found in skinny wa-
schools are heading south towards Boca Grande Passt feeding along mangrove shorelines and around sal
but some will be northbound towards Tampa Bay. Loolkand oyster bars. Due to more water on flats and moi
for tarpon schools at first light along areas of rocky botplentiful baitfish, reds will spend more time feeding on
tom. The area from Point of Rocks on Siesta Key soutthe flats. With more water on flats, reds may be harder t
to Grassy Point on Casey Key is one of my favorite arfind. In the winter when tides are very low, you may

eas. only need to fish 30% or 40% of the water to find fish
Most tarpon will follow the same route, so oncebut when there is a | ot o
youbve spotted a school , fisha&00% af{he water totlobate tfish. a Clauser afly,d

school may be traveling the same route. To be successiuhich fishes like a small jig, can be used to cover wate
at tarpon fishing you have to be patient. Use trolling moto find fish. A spoon fly is another good fly to cover wa-
tors sparingly and dondt tariofindredsuWhendhufishing, atartdvithvghotten casts
ple hundred yards of tarpon schools. Set up in front acdind lengthen your casts to cover water rather than mal
schools of tarpon and take a shot at them as they passig casts first. Although you may be blind casting tc
you. After they have passed you, let them get a couplecate fish, you should always have a target when yo
hundred yards past you and then you can leapfrogast. Focus on nervous baitfish, mullet schools, sean
around them and get another shot further down thehere grass and sand meet and shadow lines along m:
beach. | prefer to run offshore of tarpon schools whegrove shorelines. You might be able to sight fish for red
setting up for a second shot at them. | use -avd&ight over light colored bottom, such as sandbars and po
fly rod with an intermediate line for fishing deep waterholes.
(106 to 2006) and a floati ng Yloiund ftrouiftadyfista bluefisi, toampane d
tip for fishing shall ow vaadtSpanisif mackarel@nddedp @rass dlatsoctose &b
20 or 25pound tippet of mono or fluorocarbon with an passes. Cast flies on intermediate or intermediate sink t
80-pound fluorocarbon bit tippet. Top producing fliesf | y | i nes ahead of your
are Enrico Puglisi baitfish patterns, bunny flies, Toad$ocated them, you can shorten your drift to the are
and Deceivers. Black or dark flies work best, althougtwhere fish are concentrated. You may also find bluefist
chartreuse may work well in the middle of the day. pompano or Spanish mackerel in passes. Cast with flie
Keep your eyes open fdripletail and cobia  on intermediate lines or drift with the tide and use faste
while fishing the coastal gulf for tarpon. Cobia may besinking lines in deeper portions of passes to find fish
cruising on the surface, following rays or hangingBluefish and mackerel will also strike fly poppers. | use
around crab trap floats and buoys. Tripletail may beClouser flies tied with Ultra Hair when targeting toothy

hanging around crab trap floats, buoys or floating debridish or fish with rough mouths.
Cont;d pg 6
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You might also need to use heavy fluorocarbon- (60

FLY OF THE MONTH
Courtesy of Craig Smothers

pound) or tieable wire to prevent being cut off by toothy

There are plenty of options this month. If batting ROPP'S REDFISH BENDBACK

fish.

a big tarpon isndét your
fish to be caught on the
month unless conditions

choose to doyemember to always limit your Kkill,
dono6t kill your | imit!

Tight Lines,

Capt. Rick Grassett

Snook FinAddict Guide Service, Inc.

FFF Certified Fly Casting Instructor

(941) 9237799

E-mail snookfin@aol.com
www.flyfishingflorida.net and www.snookfin
addict.com

Cont from pg 2 Random Thougjts
necessary to control the

drift so that the flies appear naturally before the fishd
just like small, helpless bait being carried along by the
current. When little current is present, try retrieving the
rig by using a Hand Twist retrieve. Most hits on drifting
flies will be soft. Intently watch the fly line where it disap-
pears in the water and set the hook whenever it
twitches. There is much more to fly fishing than simply
casting it out there and stripping it back like a spin
fisher.

A THOUGHT . Whatever the time or the season. What-
ever the race to be run. There will always be an island,
an island in the sun.

MAXIM Watch your floating fly line for indications of cur-
rent lines.
Follow current lines to find fishd usually over
structure.

AiTo over
Gardner

anal y z€apti Saraht o

Go through life with Class.

Most of the troubles in life are caused by
what goes into your mouth or what goes out
of your mouth.

cup of tea, then there ar
Thelnaturesof Bendb@adk Flieshmaked treem weediesst i
Whee exird foldafl hhirarnvthe front of thié/fiya t e v e r
makes it nearly impossible to hook weeds. Fished with
soft 23" strips, it will slide through the

toughest weeds down where the Redfish are looking for
lunch.

HOOK: Mustard 34011 size# 5/32

EYES: Gold Dazl Eyes/Orvis salt water eyes

THREAD:  Brown Flymaster Plus/Uni thread 140

TAIL: Golden Brown Marabou

BODY: RootBeer Krystal Flash

WING: Aunt Lydia's Craft & Rug yartrown,
Barred Ginger Saddle Feather
Center (Brown) poftion of a orange or yel
low dyed bucktail

GLUE: Dave's Fleximent

1. Bend hook approximately 114" behind hook eye

2. Tie eye in just behind bend

3. The tail is a rather full puff of marabou tied on top of
the hook, just under the length of the

hook. Tie in six strands of Krystal Flash on both sides o
the tail.

4. Tie in yarn just forward of the jam knot from the
marabou. Over wrap forward to just behind

the eyes, then back to the jam knot again. The idea he
is to create a uniform diameter of the

body. Tie the Saddle feather in atop the rear jam kno
then move your thread in front of the eyes.

Soak with glue. | wrap one wrap of the yarn, one wraj
(palmer) of the feather, another wrap of the

yarn, and so on. This builds strength and durability in th
body. Tie the feather down behind the

eyes. Wrap eyes with yarn and tie down in front of eyes.
5. The wing should be full. Tie in the hair leaving the
expess stidkingz cut imfront of the hook eye.

Tie in six strands of Kystral Flash. Trim the excess hai
to 1/2". Fold it back over and tie it down.

Whip finish and glue.

Picture on Page 12



OUTINGS NEWS

OUTINGS REPORT

Manatee River Outing A Wet One

Old man weather (or is it
smile on the brave anglers who made the trip to th
Manatee River outing. The overcast skies that greeted |
when we arrived took a steady turn for the worse, resul
ing in a very abbreviated event.

Honors for the day went to Joe Desimone who hooke
and released (very carefully) what looked like a ter
pound Gar, about three feet in length. Tony Savianc
fishing from his kayak, managed a Redfish 2 Ladyfist

Tony Saviano has gratiously volunteered to help with th@nd a Trout. Preston Jones had 4 Ladyfish. Pat Beckwi
Club Outings going forward. Tony will welcome other caught a catfish but lost a ladyfish.

folks to jump in to help him.

Tony's contact details:
Outings Chairman email: tsaviano@verizon.net
Home phone: 94Y27-0501

Here is the planned calendar of MCFF Outings for
2008...

May 17 - Venice Recycling Plant8 AM to Noon,
Freshwater speciegefreshments

May 24 - Pine Island 8 AM to 3 PM, Saltwater species
- refreshments

June 1617 - Homassassa Spring8 AM to 3 PM, Salt-
water/Freshwaterrefreshments

July 12 - Ft. DeSoto Park8 AM to 2 PM, Saltwater
species refreshments

August 16- Longboat Key 8 AM to 2 PM, Saltwater
species refreshments

Sept. 1516 - Mosquito Lagoon 8 AM to 3 PM, Saltwa-
ter species refreshments

October 11- Sarasota Bay8 AM to 2 PM, Saltwater
species refreshments

Oct. 2021 - Everglades/ Alligator Alley 8 AM to 3

PM, Freshwater speciesefreshments

November 15- Lake Manatee 8 AM to 2 PM, Fresh-
water speciesrefreshments

For more details, or to sign up for these outings, talk to

Tony Saviano at our Monthly Meetings, or contact Tony.

by email:tsaviano@verizon.net
0501

, Or phone: 944727-

Wedbre | ooking forward to
Manatee Outing on Saturday, thé"12

Tony is off to a flying start as Outings Chairman, and hi:
ambitious plans for a couple of outings a month, with ¢
good mix of salt and freshwater events, are already cr
ating lots of enthusiasm.

Her ebs hoping that MCF F e
Tony, the support they so richly deserve.

Bob Wiser
Outings Reporter

Will Hallett with a trout caught
on April 3

J. Defino with a Tampa Bay Blue-
fish



CASTING TIPS

1. Practice Makes Perfect.

The single most important factor in learning to cast or
improving your casting is practiceYou simply cannot
buy skill, it comes only with time and effort on your
part, but, surprisingly not a lot of either is required to
become proficient with a fly rodlts important to prac-
tice correctly. If you practice wrong, as Gary Borger
once said, it will just make you perfectly wrong.you
don't knowhow to make a good cast, get some solid in- LEFTY®6S TIPS
struction, from someone who is a good instructdhe

Federation of Fly Fishers Certified or Master Casting Lefty Kreh has allowed us to print tips from his
Instructors in your area can provide the help youbook A Leftyés 101 FlyFi.
need. After you knowhow to practice correctlsig up a
rod, line, leader and yarn fly and use it on the grass to
practice accuracy and if you have room, distance as
well. Keeping the outfit rigged up and hanging in the
garage or houseill make it easy to grab it and practice
a few minutes each daylf you practice ten to twenty
minutes a day, three or so times a week you will be
amazed at the improvement you'll see.

2. Dealing with Wind intahe Casting Side

A cool breeze can be a welcome relief from the heat, but,
annoying winds catimit a fly casters accuracy and dis-
tance and caoause injury.Winds into your casting side
are most annoying and dangerous since the fly(s) can be
blown into you on the back cast or forward caBelow

are a few effective casting techniques to deal with that
annoying wind into your casting side:

a. Cast sidearm, horizontally in both directions can keep
the line and flies out to the side, low to the watedis
length away.

b. Make a low sidearm backcast then swing the rod tip
around to come forward over the downwind shouldar
Belgian Cast.

c. Turn away from your target to make a cast opposite
the target, then, while the line unroligyickly turnto
face your target for the forward strokthe Galway Cast.

d. Cast over the downwind shoulder in both directions.

e. Turn away from your target to make a cast opposite
your target, then present the fly on the backcast.

f. Learn to cast with the opposite hand.

D

A long leader is a disadvantage when fishing with a
sinking fly line. The extended leader causes the fly
to swim well above the line, defeating the purpose
of the sinking line. Underwater, a long leader is not
necessary. | rarely use a leader more than 4 feet in
length when fishing with a sinking line. Here Bill
Schoutta holds up a striped bass caught on a leader

Keep these techniques in mind, maybe one or more will of 18 inches.

be usefulvhen that nicdreeze turns nasty.

Dusty Sprague



